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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


FRENCH-AFRICAN POLITICAL COOPERATION DISCUSSED 
Dakar AFRICA in French Mar §3 pp 61-63 


[Interview with Christian Nucci, French Minister of Cooperation and 
Development, by Renee Pelletier, correspondent for AFRICA; date and place 


not given/ 


/Text/ "I am the one who determines France's foreign policy, not my 
ministers."" This clarification, uttered by President Francois Mitterrand 
during his last official trip to Gabra, stresses unequivocally that following 
his predecessors’ example, the chief of state has made African foreign 

policy a "private domain." The change in continuity remains, as far as 
Africa is concermed, the credo of the Socialist government. 


After nearly 2 years in power, the French president has been able to measure 
how badly reality often adapts itself to great principles: the richness and 
subtlety of the relations which France maintains with Africa indeed call for 
more than a Ministry of Foreign Relations and a Ministry of Cooperation, and 
require in particular a diplomacy that is learned neither in the antechambers 
of a party nor in a handbook of good principles, but is forged patiently in 
the course of experiences in the field, where a perfect knowledge of the 
protagonists makes it possible to understand their diversity. 


The three journeys made by the French chief of state on the continent and 

the numerous contacts he was able to make with African chiefs of state passing 
through France have, in this respect, modified to some extent the Elysee's 
concept of cooperation with Africa. From the "grand design" that inspired the 
new team in power and gave greater importance to dialog with the entire Third 
World, to the detriment of fayored relations with black Africa, to the more 
pragmatic concept which prevails today and which makes French-speaking Africa 
the “basic framework for French action on the continent," it is a more 
realistic view of the weight of France in the world that conditions the 


limits of French cooperation. 


All the more since coming to power, Mitterrand found a game that had been in 
play for a long time whose rules were difficult to modify. The ill humor 
shown by several so-called "moderate" capitals on the occasion of the 
opening up of the Ministry of Cooperation to the entire Third World, the 
annoyance of some others in the face of the campaign against human rights 








violations, of which Jean-Pierre Cot had made himself the champion on assuming 
his duties in the Ministry of Cooperation, and lastly the general concern in 
the face of the rivalries between the different Parisian decision centers. 
Cooperation between the Quai d'Qrsay and the Elysee--which sometimes induced 
them to use different languages to their interlocutors--has led the French 
chief of state to accept the idea that in order to help Africa, France's 
African policy must be that of the majority of its African partners as well. 


This policy will thus be characterized by an increased effort with regard 

to public assistance to development, the total amount of which, for 1983, has 
reached 20 billion French francs, with French-speaking Africa remaining the 
primary beneficiary. An attitude justified, according to the Elysee, by the 
economic crisis that is hitting Africa even harder than France and by the 
conviction that development constitutes the only answer to the ideological 
sirens coming from elsewhere. This objective implies relations in all 
directions on the continent, at the risk of alliances being made with countries 
that were formerly major targets of the Socialist Party, such as Zaire, 

Gabon, Guinea, with special concentration on LLDC's, landlocked countries or 
countries without resources. There also, realism has seriously weakened moral 
Standards and restored balance. 


But France is aware that it cannot, by way of its bilateral relations, take 
on alone the weight of African development. Whence its participation with 
European authorities in multilateral projects and its efforts to bring 
Europe and Africa together. A constant advocate for Africa in the forum of 
international summits, whether questions of freedoms or of regulation of 
economic interaction are involved, it has continued to plead for the 
Stabilization of raw material prices and for the establishment of a new world 
economic order. Whether it has been followed is another matter, but at least 
it has been heard. The industrialized countries already acknowledge that it 
is better to act as architects than as firemen anc iave agreed to increase 
the International Monetary Fund's resources. Wasu. :gton, for its part, is 
interested in the idea proposed at the Versailles summit of concerted 
regulation of exchange rates. And why would we not come, as suggested by 
France, to a true Marshal Plan for the benefit of the developing countries? 


"The spirit of solidarity is not divisible," President Francois Mitterrand 
likes to say. But not conforming to the temptations of realpolitik when 
these are carried only by a shortsighted national egotism does not exclude 
being able to act differently; military interventions to impose chiefs of 
State against the wiil of their people are over, but there is a resort to 
legality, that is, the OAU. It is up to Africa itself, the French president 
considers, to settle its differences, in order to avoid having the con- 
tinent become a combat area for East-West rivalries. France, which can impose 
itself as a great power in the face of the big two only with the hely of the 
African continent, will plead for the latter's nonalignment and in favor of 
reconciliation between countries. This strategy, however, imposes an acute 
sense of realities: the defense agreements binding France to most African 
states have not been denounced. Better still, President Mitterrand has never 
concealed his will to respect them, indeed, apply them. At Kinshasa's 
request, France intervened at the side of the Zairian troops to repel armed 

















infiltrations in the Shaba, and Paris. did not hesitate to put its troops on 
the alert during the summer of 1981, to preyent attempts by Nigeria to invade 
Cameroon. 


Beyond a difference in style with his predecessor and a sensitivity more 
mindful of the fate of the African peoples, it appears that the same realities, 
the same ambitions and the same interests often command the same reactions. 
The change in government in France has not radically affected France's 
relations with its former colonies. Jean-Pierre Cot's departure from the 
Ministry of Cooperation serves to prove that in these times of crisis, the 
continuity of the French presence in Africa is well worth a few compromises. 


The new minister of cooperation and development, Christian Nucci, will thus 
have the task of reassuring France's African partners of the durability of 
Paris's policy toward them. This former high commissioner of the Republic 

to New Caledonia is a strict follower of Mitterrand. His task is to 

harmonize France's African policy and to see to it that it goes more and 

more through the Elysee in future. We asked him what he thought of the future 


of FrencirAfrican relations. 


/Question/ The 11th French-African summit, which took place in Kinshasa on 
8 and 9 November 1982, enabled President Francois Mitterrand to reassure 
Africa on the durability of French assistance and to call-into question 
American economic policy. Will France be able to keep its promises and how 


does it intend to do so? 


/Answer/ Indeed, France is able to keep its promises: More than ever, it 
intends to give greater importance to its relations with Africa. By way of 
a continuing dialog, we are determining, with our partners, forms of closer 
cooperation. This process is continuing even more than in the past, if I 
judge by the number of trips and meetings I have taken part in during 2 
months in office in the /Ministry of/ Cooperation and Development. 


/Question/ In a recent statement, France let it be known that "Africa 
remained its best chance." What do you understand by that? 


/Answer/ Geography and history haye placed France and Africa side by side. 
The ties which have been woyen between these two groups are not only com- 
mercial exchanges; a true friendship has been established between peoples. 
This human dimension, which characterizes our relationships, results in a 
convergence of sensibility. We understand one another well; it will thus 
be easier to establish eyen deeper relations at ail levels (political, 


economic, cultural). 


/Question/ The development of the Lome Conyention, linking countries from 
Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific /ACP/ with the EEC is arousing some 
controversy. Where are we now in this respect? 


/answer/ The preparation of Lome Convention III is arousing debates, as 
is normal, but no real controversy. These debates are at the level of the 











Stakes. The number of ACP countries has increased since 1980; the EEC, 
which has had 10 members since 1 January 1981, will perhaps haye 12 in 1985. 
This prolongs the dialog. The area of agreement has widened considerably both 
in the agricultural and mining fields. That makes the discussion more 
complicated. The worid crisis is hitting both Africa and Europe. This 
difficult context makes arbitration more delicate. 


But everyone has the will to succeed, for the :nterest of millions of people 
is involved. Animated discussions are a sign of good health. I will recall, 
finally, that France has a frontline position with regard to its European 
allies; the ACP countries acknowledge that it plays the role of advocate for 
the cause of the Third World within the European community. 


/Question/ Does Mr Cot's departure indicate a change in direction for 
France's African policy? 


/Answer/ In no way. The popular will, expressed in the spring of 1981, 
guides our action. France's African policy is being worked out by President 
of the Republic Francois Mitterrand with the support of his government. 


/Question/ It is indisputable that since May 1981, France's policy with 
regard to South Africa has shifted toward a harder line, if only because of 
the role it is playing within the "contact group" with a view to the 
attainment of independence by Namibia. Can you tell us at what point are 
France's relations with the country of apartheid and more generally with 
these countries of East Africa? How do you intend to reconciie apartheid 
and the protection of human rights? 


/Answer/ France condemns apartheid. This very well-defined attitude of the 
French government comes within the framework of the struggle everywhere in 
the world for the protection of human rights. It devotes itself to doing 
this by diplomatic means. In the same way, Frances relies on the efforts 

of the contact group to attain Namibian independence; only intense diplomatic 
activity makes it possible to prevent guerrilla warfare from degenarating 
into large-scale massacres. ; 


9434 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OFFICIAL ON FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 
Dakar AFRICA in French Mar 83 pp 91, 93-94 


[Article by Issa Diop, president of the Cape Verde Chamber of Commerce and 
of the West African Federation of Chambers of Commerce: "Africa 20 Years 


Later"] 


[Text] Africa lost its spirit under the yoke of foreign domination with its 
division in Berlin in 1885. Seventy-five years later, at the dawn of 
independence, all horizons were open to this vast continent endowed with 
barely discovered, tremendous raw materials resources of all kinds. 


At the end of the first two decades of independence, how can Africa's 
economic achievements and future prospects be assessed? The numerous 
responses which have been given to this question are not all in agreement. 


This is because, for various reasons, basically economic and geostrategic, 
Africa is of interest to the large and medium-size powers only. Africa is 
the major object of desire of all the forces which have not lost their 
appetite for domination. Because of this, it is normal for the African 
countries to be the subject of all sorts of studies and analyses, ranging 
from the most serious to the most outlandish, which only seek to delay their 


development. 


Unfortunately, within the very limited framework of these remarks it is not 
possible to deal with all of independent Africa's economic problems. Never- 
theless, one can very briefly discuss certain aspects of the present situa- 


tion and recommend directions. 


African Delays 


Despite the existence of a tremendous potential in natural resources, the 
economic development of the African countries, especially the Sub-Saharan 
nations, is a long term project because, for known reasons, these countries 
are simultaneously experiencing delays in all areas: economic, scientific 


and technological. 


However, since independence, many African leaders have understood that in 
order to be translated into a coherent plan, the necessity of economic 











development had to be based on collective awareness. Thus, in order to 
orient and control economic development, all the national development plans 
have made the establishment of basic infrastructures--roadways, social 
facilities, promotion of agriculture-~-an absolute priority, without dis- 
regarding the need to control certain factors which can limit the effect- 
iveness of economic policies. Unfortunately, few of these factors can be 


controlled by man's desire. 


Limiting Factors 


This is true of drought, whose consequences are reflected by a drop in agri- 
cultural production which results om the one hand in the massive and costly 
importation of food products, and on the other in sometimes catastrophic 
losses of export revenue. It is true that determined policies toward water 
resource management would have sometimes reduced the effects. It is equally 
true of the international economic environment which does not favor increas- 
ing world prices for the basic products exported by African nations. There 
is also the continuing increase in prices of the manufactured products and 
technical equipment that these countries are in great need of for their 


development. 


Finally, the aggravating effects of the successive shocks to the petroleum 
industry which have wiped out currency resources already affected by the 


decline of production (linked to pop’slation growth) and the deterioration 
of trade terms must also be mentioned. Thus, those who maintain that the 


Africans have not done anything since independence are not taking into 
consideration in their analyses the considerable importance of all these 
limiting factors which destroy development efforts. 


In fact, in various economic and social sectors, significant effort and 
capital has been implemented in many Sub-Saharan nations. In this regard, 
through the national economic and social development plans many achievements 
can be observed in several areas: industrial establishments, roadways, social 
facilities (education, health and training). As for the progress recorded 

in housing and urban development, it speaks for itself. 


Neither has the agricultural sector, which in Africa employs two-thirds of 
the working population and provides two-fifths of the gross national product, 


been left out. 


Disappointing Results 


Unfortunately, compared to the size of the sums and the effort invested, the 
results recorded are rather weak, indeed disappointing, in most cases. Thus, 
the average increase in production in real terms in agriculture for all the 

Sub-Saharan nations was only 2.5 percent, dangerously close to the population 


growth rate observed in these same countries. 


In other words, despite modernization efforts and efforts to increase the 
area utilized, there has not been a corresponding increase in African 











agricultural yields. Om the other hand, there is the danger of a structural 
imbalance favoring export crops over grain crops. This situation creates a 
paradox with double penalties for the economies of these countries. 


In fact, export revenue derived from industrial crops, highly dependent on 
fluctuations in world prices for basic products, does not bring in enough 
currency to provide the surpluses which would finance food shortages caused 
by the lack of interest in grain crops for domestic consumption. Thus, we 
persist in encouraging export crops without being concerned about the some- 
times expected suicidal cost of the currency, or on the other hand, importing 
grain at prices which are no less suicidal. This mistaken route calls for 


us to correct our errors. 


A few remarks must be devoted to the important matter of industriaiization. 
The phenomenon is linked to changes which have occurred in the internal 
operation of the economy and within the international context. 


In regard to this point, aside from the diversity of situations, one can 
observe that the industrialization process which has taken place in Africa 

is bringing out a series of characteristics which are common to all the 
nations. In the first place, we are dealing with industrialization of the 
domestic market. In this regard, satisfying the actual or potential require- 
ments of the nation was initially the only criterion decermining establish- 
ment of industries. However, as domestic markets were relatively limited, the 
new industries, manufacturing at high costs, were not able to meet foreign 
competition in manufactured goods. Consequently, they can expand or at the 
very least survive only with some patronage. 


Another common fact is technological dependence, both in production processes 
and in the type of goods manufactured. This copying without modification 
inevitably results in importing consumer habits and models from Western 
nations which clash with the values and traditions of heavily conservative 


African societies. 
A Vicious Circle 


These ‘common factors, which make the industries established in Africa 
competitive instead of complementary, constitute major obstacles to regional 
economic integration. However, the basic problem which should attract the 
attention of the African planners to a larger extent is the following vicious 
circle whose persistence threatens the nations’ independence in the long run. 


Due to the almost built-in lack of domestic savings, aggravated by the 
stability if not the decline in export values and the uncurbable trend in 
imports which are increasing in value and in volume, the pursuit of industri- 
alization, basically financed by foreign borrowing, inevitably results in a 
structural and increasing deficit in the balance of payments. And, in 

order to face this deficit, the nations resort either to bilateral and multi- 


lateral assistance or to IMF financing. 


But, beyond the interdependence within monetary zones, aid mechanisms and 
conditions for assistance do not allow balances of payments to be financed. 








So, it is finally the IMF to whom the nations go to negotiate financing of 
their deficits. However, if it is to grant assistance, the IMF requires the 
countries requesting assistance to adjust their economic and financial 
policies along the major lines outlined in the Bretton Woods agreements. 

And, as this involves a policy intended to restore balance basically through 
modifying exchange rates by devaluating currency or lifting restrictions on 
consumer product prices, accompanied by reducing imports, cutting back 
budgets and curbing credits to the economy, the inevitable result is domestic 


recession and interruption cf growth. 


New Models for Society 


To the delight of the multinational corporations, if we are not careful there 
will be suspension of any initiative on the part of public authorities in the 
area of sustained adjustments needed to set a price to pay for the national 
economy--just what African political independence's supreme goal was to 


avoid. 
So, what is to be done to iectify this situation? 


In our opinion, in order to orient ourselves toward solutions which would 
offer the African nations a better tomorrow we must begin by lifting the 
doubt end uncertainty which hover over the concept of development itself. In 
this regard, there are many handicaps which hinder the elite who are at the 
center of the decision-making process in Africa and which prevent them from 
breaking out of the borrowed molds which are weakening their intellectual 


resources, 


Indeed, as we have not defined our own development philosophy, we have left 
it up to others to do it for us. In any case, we should take the supreme 
finality of progress as a basis for reflection and consider the idea that 
development is not a race. We do not have to catch up with anyone; because 
basically the concepts of gaps and speed which find expression in terms of 
growth place us in an endless race making us forget the human end of economic 
development. It is therefore necessary to invent models for society with 
outlines for planning in which a balance of things would lead to a less 
dependent system of industrialization in which the production and distribu- 
tion of the fruits of growth will not be determined by the arbitrators of a 
system inspired and oriented by forces to whom Africa's future and its higher 


interests are the least of its concerns. 


Along the same lines, a choice will have to be made between two apparently 
conflicting principles: the principle which gives priority to satisfying the 
basic needs of the people and the one which presents itself in terms of the 
solvency of nations and which currently governs relations on the international 
level. On the other hand, in approaching the tremendous needs of the African 
nations, two observations must be kept in mind in regard to development 


strategy: 


-Aid is insufficient and is alienating in its principle as well as in its 
motivations; 








-international trade which should gradually take over is bogged down in 
difficult North-South negotiations which the industrialized nations are pro- 
fiting from to remind the Third World of the dangers that the size of their 
increasing debt represents to the world economy. 


Relying on Their Own Strengths 


In regard to this last point, in one of its recent publications the World 
Bank estimated the amount of investment required from 1978 to 1986 at $390 
billion in order to assure a 6.25 percent growth rate in the national revenue 
of African nations. However, according to estimates in this publication, 

the overall deficit in the current account of payments for all of these 
nations would be around $86 billion, or 22 percent of the total financing 


required. 


As for the financial resources received by all the nations on the continent 
between 1975 and 1980, they are short of the mark. Therefore, the necessary 
effort must be made by African regional or subregional national public 
financial institutions through which the nations must learn to rely on their 


own strengths. 


We must not confine ourselves to statistical growth projections in this search 
for solutions for quite often statistics hide the reality, which means that 


everyone can find what he wants in then. 


In all cases, improving the below average performances of economies observed 
during the second decade of independence should be based on the following 


guidelines: 


1) Despite obstacles of all kinds, often created for reasons of domestic 
policy (recent events in an African nation are an example of this), we must 
resolutely orient ourselves toward regional economic integration and promotion 
of international cooperation by encouraging bonds between developing nations 
in order to strengthen Third World solidarity in the face of North-South 
economic confrontations. An annual increase of 5 percent in inter-regional 
trade would be an ambitious objective but [word illegible]. 


2) On a national level, to control the technical and financial instruments 
essential to promotion of development. 


3) To acquire better control of science and technology to eventually reduce 
African dependence in this area. 


Here too, inter-African regional cooperation must prevail in order to 
minimize the costs of training and research. 


4) On the agricultural level, food crops should take precedence over 
industrial export crops, for reasons that we have already mentioned. 


5) On the national level, promotion of small and middle-size enterprises, 
which is spoken of frequently but often without conviction, should be one of 


the major objectives of economic policies. 








6) These observations would mean nothing if they did not mention the 
population explosion which, between now and the year 2000, will dump millions 
of young people onto the job market. 


Indeed, Africa, which had a population of 400 million in 1975, will have 
reached 700 million by the end of the century. If bold and appropriate 
measures are not taken in time, this acceleration in population growth is 
going to exacerbate the problems of underdevelopment, which eventually would 
cause failures whose consequences would be fatal to Africa. One of the 

most important steps is still a reexamination of the educational systems 
which should promote the teaching of sciences and engineering. 


9693 
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ANGOLA 


PORTUGUESE SOCIALIST OFFICIAL INTERVIEWED 
AB221306 Luanda ANGOP in French 1110 GMT 22 Apr 83 


[Text] Lisbon, 22 Apr (ANGOP)--"Portugal cannot in any way give asylum to 
persons who carry out operations against countries with whom we maintain ex- 
cellent friendly and cordial relations even though it is a country that is 
extremely tolerant ," affirmed Mario Soares, secretary general of the Portuguese 
Socialist Party in an interview with ANGOP in Lisbon. 


The Socialist Party leader felt that the recent statement by one of the UNITA 
leaders in Lisbon affirming that Mario Soares encouraged the operations of 
this puppet organization are purely "false and slanderous." 


Speaking about cooperation with the People's Republic of Angola, Mario Soares 
said that "if the Socialist Party comes to power, as one may believe, we will 
intensify cooperation with all the former Portuguese colonies in Africa, or 
with Portuguese-speaking sovereign states." 


Mario Soares pointed out that he had very interesting discussions with Angola's 
deputy minister of foreign affairs who participated in the Montechoro Congress. 
On this occasion, he said, he gave assurances that if his government comes to 
power after the next elections, "the Socialist Party will organize a summit 
with the governments of all Portuguese-speaking countries to increase and 
develop this cooperation." 


The Socialist Party leader stressed that "the policy of cooperation and inten- 
sification of our relations with Portuguese-speaking African countries does not 
have anything to do with the party's strategy, it should be a national policy." 


On the situation prevailing in southern Africa in general and in particular 
on the U.S. administration's linkage of the Namibian independence with the 
withdrawal of Cuban internationalist troops from Angola, the Socialist Party 
leader said: "We would not like to make any pronouncements on such issues, 
considering that this concerns the internal political options of Angola and I 
have a lot of reserve on this issue in order not to anger the Angolan author- 


ities." 


"The Socialist Party has a clear policy concerning southern Africa, a policy 
which condemns apartheid and supports the frontline states," said Mario Soares 


1i 

















adding: "There ought to be a policy of stabilization in southern Africa" to 
strengthen the efforts that we make within the framework of international 
socialism for the successful holding of the next conference of solidarity 
with the frontline states which, in principle, should take place in Tanzania 
from 17 to 19 July 1983. 


Concerning this meeting, Mr Soares added that a preparatory committee has been 
set up and he assured that he will personally take part in its deliberations 
if "national obligations permit him." 


CSO: 3419/809 
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ANGOLA 


PORTUGUESE MINISTER INTERVIEWED ON COOPERATION 
AB251742 Luanda ANGOP in French 1100 GMT 25 Apr 83 


[Interview with BaiaoHorta, Portuguese minister for energy, industry and ex- 
ports, by ANGOP, 23 April 1983 in Lisbon] 


[Text] Lisbon, 25 Apr (ANGOP)-—-In an exclusive interview with ANGOP, Baiao 
Horta, Portuguese minister for energy, industry and exports, stated last 
Saturday in Lisbon that "Portugal is interested in making regular and systema- 
tic purchases of Angolan oil." 


The Portuguese official also said that although it is not yet possible to buy 
500,000 tons annually, as desired by the Portuguese Government, a decision has 
been reached to buy the first consignment this year of 130,000 tons of Angolan 


oil. 


The Portuguese minister said that presently, the National Angolan Fuel Company 
[SONANGOL] grants to the Angolan Petroleum Company [PETRANGOL] 10 percent of 
the rights and liabilities of block 1 of Angola's offshore oilfields. In this 
regard, he said “construction work is being carried out according to schedule." 
Baiao Horta added that since Portugal wants to participate in block 4, SONANGOL 
has already granted 10 percent of this zone, which has very good prospects, to 


PETRANGOL. 


"The establishment of cooperation between SONANGOL and PETRANGOL in other zones 
of the oilfields which have good prospects and could interest the two govern- 


ments" was also confirmed. 


The minister was very clear on the benefits that the Portuguese economy and 
most of its troubled industries can and do get from cooperating with Angola: 
"Without any doubt Portugal does benefit from its cooperation with Angola and 
vice versa." "In this context," he added, "it is obvious that SOREFAME's 
[expansion unknown] participation in the reconstruction of the Luanda refinery 
or the reinforcement of Cambambe by a Portuguese consortium benefits Portuguese 
companies which are currently facing international competition." 


The diamond sector is also particularly important in future cooperation between 
Angola and Portugal. Referring to a proposal by SEPPE (Portuguese company for 
Enterprises) to the Angolan Government to (?cooperate) in this sector, Baiao 
Horta said Portugal regarded this proposal as being the "most important." 
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Concerning Portugal's legislation which encourages smuggling in this sector, a 
fact which has caught Angola's attention, the Portuguese deputy prime minister 
said he was convinced that the new Portuguese legislative assembly would pass 
a bill that had been long proposed but had not passed because parliament was 


dissolved. 


Baiao Horta revealed new information concerning this sector when he said he 
thought it was highly probable that DIAGAL [expansion unknown], the Portuguese 
firm which has license to buy diamonds that are smuggled into Portugal, would 
in the future concentrate on the exclusive purchase and classification of dia- 
monds legally and officially bought from Angola or any other producer country. 


"Our opinion," stressed Baiao Horta, "is that in the future, companies like 
DIAGAL or DIALAP [expansion unknown] or any other company which deals in dia- 
monds, a sector where the government can intervene, should after the creation 
of a legislative framework, function legally, thit is to say, within a normal 
system." 


Concerning the recent creation of the firm Diamente Clube which aims at in- 
creasing supplies through underground suppliers, the Portuguese energy and 

industry minister said: "Portugal is a country with laws and the laws are 

complimentary and clear in their different aspects. I think that any firm 

which conducts itself as an ‘outlaw’ will be discredited." 


Concerning Portugal's purchases of Angolan coffee, Baiao Horta stressed that 
presently, there has been another increase in purchases following the big 
drop just after independence. Thus in 1982, "we succeeded in reestablishing 
large-scale importation of Angolan coffee. During the same year, we bought 
1.3 million [measure not given] compared to 500,000 in 1981. 


The Portuguese deputy prime minister concluded his interview by stressing the 
kind of "cooperation" that has been practiced by the recent Portuguese govern- 
ments. "It is out of the question to pay lipservice to the meaning of 'cooper- 
ation,'" he stressed, adding: "cooperation does not mean making a donation but 
rather mutual aid. It is also a way of giving and receiving, and that is why 
it is carried out between independent countries. There is no cooperation which 
does not benefit both countries which are cooperating." 


CSO: 3419/805 
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BENIN 


MINISTER MARKS 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF ‘VOICE OF THE REVOLUTION’ RADIO 


Cotonou EHUZU in French 14 Mar 83 pp 1, 3 


[Text] The events planned as part of the celebration of the 30th anniversary 
of our national radio began on Saturday with the radio-televised message 
of the minister of information and propaganda, Comrade Amidou Baba-Moussa. 


In his speech, after reviewing the objectives assigned to that information 
agency and the progress made, Amidou Baba-Moussa called on all militants of 
our revolution to contribute their participation to make our national radio 
an instrument of liberation, national unity and social progress. 


[Presumed text of speech] Women, men militants of the revolution, listeners 
and faithful companions of the voice of the revolution, the radio is a need, 
a right, a way of promoting the initiatives to use effectively and actively 
the resources and the undoubted assets of the Beninese people; a collection 
point for information about the national and international scene and about 
events in the districts of the city and in the country; an instrument for 
mobilization and creating awareness for the great tasks of building our 
nation; an opportunity for exchange of views, for dialogue, for creativity, 
and for bringing together the nationalities and peoples. Those are the 
objectives that guide us in preparing the radio programs and that reflect 
the profound aspirations of the entire Beninsese people. 


Today, now that this beneficial instrument of communications that brings man 
together wherever he lives and works has been operating for 30 years, it is 

worth remembering, stopping to take stock of past actions and to define the 

future on new bases. 


What were the resources, nature and role of the radio? 


When it was started in 1953, it had minimal equipment located in an area of 
the Post Office. The 75 minutes of broadcasting were composed mainly of 
administrative decrees by the colonial power. Its very limited range covered 
only the town of Cotonou and its surroundings. 


Gradually, the radio extended its coverage over the entire national territory; 
it expanded its scope to concentrate mainly on our country's important pro- 
blems and affirmation of the Beninese people's identity. 
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For the past 10 years, the 26 October 1972 movement has aimed to give the 
radio a new political, economic, social and cultural dimension. Thus, it 
has developed in the direction of the functions of social integration, 
increasing the masses' awareness, education, culture and leisure activities. 
Within this new perspective, the rural world gets particular attention in 
programming. In facet, of daily broadcast time 20 percent is in 18 national 
languages. These broadcasts consist of scientific and technical education; 
and organization of the productive forces in the countryside, health, hygiene 
and improving the environment. In summary, in as many fields as there are 
involved in increasing production and improving the standard of living in 
the country's rural areas. 


This qualitative evolution is a continuing concern of the central leadership 
of our party and revolutionary state, which is henceforth assigning strategic 
importance to the information field. 


However, we should also praise the beneficial cooperation with friendly 
countries that have helped us to strengthen our information resources. 


In regard to radio specifically, we should note especially the contribution 
by the FRG, whose help made possible the new radio building in Cotonou and 
the Parakou regional broadcasting station, which will go into operation on 


1 April 1983. 


Also, all the radio's qualitative changes in the last decade would not have 
been possible without the considerable effort and support of our revolu- 
tionary state in helping to provide the human resources necessary to meet 
the objectives. And today that state is happy to see the staff (newsmen and 
technicians of various categories, all Beninese) working daily to provide 
the services that enable the radio to effectively perform its mission. 


Yet, have we succeeded in fulfilling all the objectives set for the radio? 
Certainly not...because like everything else this is a continuing and complex 
process requiring on the one hand, for the newsmen and technicians, appro- 
priate technical training, constantly updated information, and a more keen 
awareness of the national issues and the demands of the contemporary complex 
situation; and on the other hand, for the listeners and for all, a both 
perceptive and responsible participation in developing the information policy 
in the service of national development and producing a communication voice 
that is varied, demystified, and popular. 


To put it briefly, a radio thus restored to its true function should promote 
the emergence of all outlooks with respect to the basic choices of our 
revolutionary state, organization of the revolutionary struggle, and pro- 
motion of the arts, sciences and culture. That is to say, the radio cannot 
be an instrument of the technicians alone: it must become the instrument 

of all of you, collectively managers of information, education of the masses, 


and development of democracy. 


Militants of the revolution, listeners, faithful companions of the voice of 
the revolution, the 30th anniversary of our national radio should not be the 
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occasion only for entertainment events; it should also enable us to increase 
our awareness of the mission that is our responsibility: to make the radio 
an instrument of liberation, national unity and social progress. 


While considering this vast program, we should stress once again the 
responsibility of the radio newsmen, the one who ultimately constitutes the 
voice of Benin, the voice of the Beninese revolution, this spokesman radio 
of the Beninese people that he must not fail. 


Ready for revolution. 


The struggle continues. 


9920 
CSO: 3419/741 
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BURUNDI 


INTERV i1EW WITH INTERIOR MINISTER ON CENSUS REPORTED 
Bujumbura LE RENOUVEAU DU BURUNDI in French 8 Mar 83 pp 1-2 


{Interview with Lieutenant Colonel Charles Kazatsa, minister for internal 
affairs: "General Census of the Population for 1979: The Final Results"; 


date and place not givep/ 


(Text? The minister for internal affairs has just published the final results 
of the first census of the population taken in August 1979. This new publi- 
cation thus replaces that of February 1980 which was only provisional in 


nature. 


According to the final results, on 16 August 1979 Burundi's population num- 
bered 4,114,135 inhabitants, a fiture slightly higher by 2,925 inhabitants 
compared to that of 1980 which was 4,111,310 inhabitants. Population density 
has thus increased from 154 inhabitants per square km (provisioml results) to 
181.29 inhabitants per square km according to the final results. 


The final figures, however, conform the demographic characteristics already 
known. Thus, for example, this population density of 184.29 inhabitants 

per square km places Burundi among the most heavily populated countries in 
Africa. The population structure again shows a large proportion of young 
people under 15 years of age, representing 42 percent of the actual total. 

One also notes the predominance of primary activities oriented mainly toward 
agriculture. As a matter of fact, primary activities revolving around agricul- 
ture occupy 93 percent of the active population, i.e., 56 percent of the total 


population. 


Once again, regional disparities in the distribution of the population in 
national territory are reflected in densities fluctuating from 300 inhabitants 
per square km in the province of Ngozi to coefficients below 70 inhabitants 


per square km in the province of Ruyigi. 


The document containing the final results provides other data which have an 
obvious usefulness for planners. In it one finds figures relating particular- 
ly to the degree of literacy training-~33.82 percent of the population 10 
years of age and older know how to read and write; the amount of schooling-- 
20 percent of the resident population 10 years of age and older have attended 
or still attend a formal school; and the composition of the population 
according to socio-professional category--93 percent in the primary sector, 
1.58 percent in the secondary sector, and 5.6 percent in the tertiary sector. 
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Finally, the document provides a great deal more information that is of 
interest depending on the field and interest of the user. This document is 
the first in a series of four volumes which will contain the results by 
province, including Bujumbura city, a synthesis of the results in a 
popularized form, and finally the me*hodology used. In the introduction 

to the first volume, the population department made a point of stressing 
the financial effort and the human resources which had contributed to the 
success of the task, without forgetting the valuable assistance of the 
United Nations through UNFPA, its specialized fund. 


We publish below the comments of the minister for internal affairs, 
Lieutenant Colonel Charles Kazatsa, in the form of an interview which 
he accorded to the A.B.P. (Burundi Press Agency/. 


(Guestiog7 Sir, the Central Census Bureau published its provisional 
results in February 1980 and is now presenting its volume giving the 
final results on the national level. Could you tell us what importance 
you attribute to the latter publication? 


[AnswerJ If the general census of the population is the sum of operations 
which consist in gathering, grouping, evaluating, analyzing, publishing or 
spreading in any other way demographic, economic and social data dealing with 
all the inhabitants of a country at a given moment, the importance of this 


publication is obvious. 


As a matter of fact, the initial provisional publication provided certain 
leading indicators about the population according to sex in all its adminis- 


trative divisions. 


The second is more detailed and presents data on the makeup and density of 
the population, on place of birth and residence, sex and age, the degree of 
literacy and schooling, the active and inactive population, activities and 
professions and finally on households etc. 


The data resulting from the census will assist the government in the prepara- 
tion of legislative acts, the preparation of social and economic development 
plans, the elaboration of regional development programs, the elaboration of 
measures aimed at the application of our country's demographic policies, the 
establishment of new productive units, the distribution of educational and 
health units, the organization of elections, the establishment of the budget... 


With this demographic data, it will be easier to follow more accurately 
the natural and migratory movements of the population. 


For economic researchers, statisticians, historians, town planners and many 
more, we have provided basic documentation that we have put together thanks 
to a great effort by the government and the United Nations Fund for Popula- 
tion Activities which supported us with financial and technical assistance. 


(M@uestiogp/ Sir, the delay in publishing this first volume seems to us to be 
rather long, amounting to nearly 2 years. What happened? 
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(fAnswexy/ Generally speaking, in all countries, even the most advanced, the 
publication of results requires a great deal of wrk and cannot be released 
before this period of time. In our country, after enumerating the population 
by various categories, the census books were forwarded to the central census 
bureau. They had to be verified, codified, measures had to be taken for 

data acquisition, for computer processing at the National Data Processing 
Center, for verifying and correcting tables...Electrical failures, the prepar- 
ation of the program for computer processing, lack of access to the computer 
at the required time due to the usual activities of the National Data Proces- 
sing Center, have extended the publication time to some degree. I even 

know of a few countries who began their censuses before we did and who have 


not yet published then. 


Muestiop]/ Sir, the final results on the national level are set forth 
according to the former administrative division into eight provinces whereas 
there are now 15. Do you not encounter any inconveniences in using demo- 
graphic data in the preparation and execution of regional plans and projects 
for socio-economic development on the provincial level? 


[Answer] Yes, you are right that these results are set forth according to 
the former provincial divisions. As a matter of fact, when the law on the 
new administrative divisions was issued, the computer work was already 
finished and the analysis of the results was almost completed. To revise the 
whole system would have cost even more and would have extended the delay in 


publication even further. 


Nevertheless, in the future it will be possible to devise a program and plan 
the processing by computer so as to publish data according to the new form of 


administrative divisions. 


Moreover, this volume only presents the results on the national level and 
analysis continues to provide each province with its demographic data. 


(Questiop/ Sir, the city of Bujumbura is very complex with regard to its 
socio-economic structures, and demographic data are certainly necessary for 
its development and planning. Have you considered this problem in your pub- 


lication program? 


fAnswexyJ Yes, the city of Bujumbura is experiencing an increasingly signi- 
ficant influx of population as a result of the activities carried on and 
developing there. Its rate of annual population growth exceeds 4.6 percent and 
at this pace the population of Bujumbura will double every 9 years. For this, 
infrastructures capable of coping must be planned and that is why the volume 
currently in preparation will deal with the city in order to provide basic 
data necessary for the studies relative to its development. 


(Question/ In the final results of the census, the average population density 
for the whole country is 154 inhabitants per square km and is as high as 

287 in the Ngozi provinces, and the population continues to grow. Does the 
government have a population policy to solve the problem, or are you thinking 


of birth control? 
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[Answer7 The government of Burundi is very much aware of this problem and 
has had a population policy for a long time, and this policy is evident 
throughout the country. The head of state himself during an interview 
reported in the bimonthly LE COURIER No 75, September-October 1982, explained 
it clearly and rejected an obligatory demographic policy, and I quote: 

"We wish to stress our rejection of proposals from the outside of a strict 
demographic policy, based on constraint, such as has been tried elsewhere 
perhaps. For our part, we are asking that that not be done. Moreover, in 
Burundi there are heavily populated areas and others less so. So we favor 
the transfer of populations to the interior of the country. Secondly, we 

want to develop the country and increase revenue, and we think that only 
development can resolve the demographic question. It is something that 

is evideit in this country and we think that the population should not be 
forced to follow a strict policy of birth control, but rather that people must 
be induced to exercise birth control by raising their standard of living, 
their knowledge, and above all their level of health." 


In this country, therefore, you will see sustained efforts to improve rural 
living conditions, consolidation into villages, transfers of people from 
heavily populated areas to those less heavily populated, the construction 

and growth of housing, measures and projects for the development of production 
in general, and particularly food production in the various regional develop- 
ment enterprises and the farm centers for integrated development, the estab- 
lishment of the Muramvya flour mill, industrialization projects, the creation 
of productive jobs (COTEBU) {Bujumbura Textile Complex/, projects requiring 
considerable manpower in the provinces of Muramvya and Ruyigi to provide 
employment and incomes for the rural work force. 


In short, although the population density is great and continues to increase, 
the government is taking adequate measures accordingly, aimed at the develop- 
ment of the country without envisaging the direct imposition of birth con- 


trol. 


(uestiop/ Sir, the data which you present in this publication date back to 
1979. At the present moment, are they not outdated? 


[Answer] It is true that today's population is no longer that of 1979. 

It has undergone changes, deaths and births; immigration and emmigration have 
occurred since that time. It is also true that a census provides a static 
view of a photograph of the population at a given moment. 


The volume we have just published furnishes demographic data for th. whole 
population at a given date, and on the basis of which it becomes pevsible 

to make estimates even for future years so that we are able to know the 
population of Burundi today. There is also a system for the recording of 
civil registrations, births, deaths and so on, for the whole country, in such 
a way that the data can be published. This publication gives us a dynamic 


view of the population. 


(Que stion] Sir, it is said that we have a very young population. How would 
you describe it? 
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Gnswer] In actual fact, our population is very young and the census figures 
confirm this. 


Indeed, persons younger than 15 years of age represent approximately 42 
percent of the population whereas the proportion of those over 65 represents 


less than 4 percent of the population. 


Muestiop/ In the last few years it has been observed that there is less 
training in technical and professional areas than in the general humanities. 


Is this so? 


fAnswex7 Yes, the observation you have made is quite right. In fact, of the 
resident population 10 years of age or more, 20 percent have already attended 


or continue to attend a formal school. 


Of this number, primary school represents 87.12 percent; the humanities, 6.63 
percent; teachers’ training school, 2.5 percent; technical training, 1.36 
percent; vocational training, 1.28 percent; higher education 1.07 percent. 


However, it seems that there is now a turn in favor of technical education. 


(Questiop/ The government of Burundi attaches particular importance to the 
elimination of illiteracy among the masses. Could you tell us what is the 
proportion of the population which is unable to read or write? 


(AnswexJ In our country, there is still a large number of illiterate people 
despite the government's efforts in the area of training and schooling. 


Those who are unable to read or write are in the order of 66 percent of the 
resident population 10 vears of age and up, with men representing a rate of 
57 percent and women 74 percent. 


You understand therefore that much remains to be done to help women 
achieve literacy. Generally speaking, a quarter of the population was liter- 


ate in 1979. 


(Question] What is the situation as far as socio-professional data are 
concerned? Unemployment for example. 


[Answer] Of the resident population 10 years of age and up, the active 
population effectively employed, not including the unemployed or those look- 
ing for work for the first time, is 99.58 percent of the total active popula- 


tion. 


You can observe then that real unemployment affects only a small percentage 
in our country. 


(Questiog/ It is said, however, that our population is mainly agricultural. 
What are the latest statistics resulting from the census? 
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[Answegz]7 Of all professions, farming activities are the most important; 
they represented 93 percent of the active population at the time of the last 


census. 


[Questiog7 Of the active population, independent farmers who are self- 
employed and not on salary are necessarily included. What is the proportion 
of those among the active population who are earning a salary? 


[Answer] The number of salaried employees is not yet very large in Burundi. 
They represent only 5.6 percent of the active population. It remains very 
low still for the feminine population. Actually, of the 5.6 percent salaried 
employees, women represent 9.3 percent as against 90.7 percent for men. 


(Questiog/ According to the census, what is the number of people to a 
hou sehold? 


[Answer7 On the average, each household includes 4.55 persons. 

Muestiop7 Have you any other views on the gathering of demographic data? 
fAnswer] Yes, the general census cannot provide all the detailed socio- 
economic data for our population. This is why we are planning a complementary 
demographic investigation which would enable us to reach approximations on 


fertility, mortality and internal migratory movements toward the city of 
Bujumbura and others on the one hand, and other rural areas on the other. 


9824 
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PRESIDENT HABRE INTERVIEWED ON FRENCH TELEVISION 


Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 26 Mar 83 pp 1-4 





[Interview with President Hissein Habre on TF 1, 25 March] 
An important step has been taken down the path of peace. 


Yesterday, President Hissein Habre granted an interview to 
the largest French television network. During that inter- 
view, the social aspect of Chad's situation eclipsed the 

political questions that generally attract the attention of 
newsmen. The following is the complete text of that inter- 


view. 


[Question] Mr President, Ndjamena bears the marks of war and violence. After 
serving as prime minister and minister of defense in the government of your 
current adversary, do you truly think that the war is over, despite the renewed 
outbreak of instability in some spots in the north? 


[Answer] I do not believe the war is over. An important phase has been conm- 
pleted along the path of peace and national unity, but they are still trying 
to plunge our country into war and this is much more the work of outsiders 
than of the Chadians themselves. Nevertheless, we have completed an important 
phase along the path of peace, although we still have to fight to make that 


peace irreversible. 


[Question] Chad has suffered greatly in its administrative, agricultural and 
health care organization. You must need international cooperation. Is it 
open, sincere and without ulterior motives? 


[Answer] You know, in this world, what you call sincere cooperation, without 
ulterior motives, exists nowhere. Nevertheless, internationally speaking, the 
conditions for cooperation with Chad are good. 


[Question] There is no more medical or surgical infrastructure. It would 
appear that you have entrusted the task of its reconstruction to a health 
organization, essentially Doctors Without Borders, which you particularly 


appreciated in the underground. 
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[Answer] Doctors Without Borders is indeed a humanitarian organization that 
does a great deal in the world, particularly in our country. We greatly appre- 
ciate the action of Doctors Without Borders and we believe that that coopera- 
tion will continue. This does not mean that we rely solely on Doctors Without 
Borders. Nevertheless, Doctors Without Borders represents an essential element 
in the restoration and development of Chad's health structures. 


[Question] What do you think of the partnership of Doctors Without Borders 
and Aviation Without Borders? 


[Answer] I think it is a good partnership because in order for Doctors Without 
Borders to be operational, they need rapid transportation. Doctors Without 
Borders was quite right to join up with Aviation Without Borders, which has 
agreed to perform an important task to the satisfaction of Doctors Without 
Borders and ourselves. 


[Question] For the time being, it would appear that your country's budding 
health care is being provided by these humanitarian organizations. But what 
do you expect to do with the Chadian medical corps within the framework of a 
future organization? 


[Answer] The Chadian medical corps is there, doing its duty. Doctors Without 
Borders and the Chadian medical corps complement one another. We believe that 
everyone must work together and that what the Chadians and Doctors Without 
Borders do must be complementary. We do not believe that there is any compe- 
tition, but there is complementariness. 


[Question] It seems that traditional medicine has for the time being replaced 
Western medicine. Do you expect to devote a place to it in the future organ- 
ization of your country's health plans? 


[Answer] Undeniably, especially since we have had to resort to traditional 
medicine a great deal. We appreciate the importance of that traditional 
medicine more than others do. I will give you fractures as an example. Ex- 
perience proves that doctors are not better than traditional healers. For 
certain operations, when a person is cared for by a doctor with a degree, that 
same person usually ends up going to the healer and the compared result proves 
that traditional medicine surpasses modern medicine. Sometimes, modern medi- 
cine says that it is absolutely necessary to amputate. There are people who 
refuse to obey and go to the traditional healer. They leave with their arm or 
leg. We therefore believe that we must preserve: traditional medicine, develop 
it and perhaps rid it of its superstitious aspects and its fetishism. 


[Question] One could say that traditional pharmacopoeia is to some extent 
making up for the lack of modern medicines. 


[Answer] To some extent, yes. 


[Question] What health problems is your country having? 
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[Answer] Many. First of all, the clinics that existed in the subprefecture- 
ships, the administrative centers and some villages have for the most part 
disappeared. Second, there is the problem of means. Chad now has no medi- 
cines and here, international organizations are playing a very important role. 
The pharmacies must therefore be resupplied; there must be enough drugs. But 
hospital structures are needed. We recently had cases of measles and menin- 
gitis that left many dead because there are no iacilities or drugs. 


[Question] Is malnutrition not a special problem? 


[Answer] Yes. That poses many problems. Disease and malnutrition go hand 
in hand and leave many victims. Obviously, an effort is now being made. But 
a great deal remains to be done. You know that this year, cattle plague 
killed thousands and thousands of animals, which worsened the food problem. 


[Question] At the time of our study of your country, we discovered Chadian 
nurses helping Doctors Without Borders in their work. They said that for 
4 or 5 years, they have not been paid, which seems to pose many problems for 


them. 


[Answer] I can tell you that in this field, we have made a great effort and 

we shall continue those efforts. Several half salaries have been paid; there 
have already been four. We pay half salaries to all civil servants and given 
our meager resources, that will continue. But I am convinced that we shall one 
day manage to pay complete salaries. 


[Question] What do you expect of Chadian-French cooperation? 


[Answerj France and Chad are traditionally friendly countries. The French 
and the Chadians are traditionally friendly nations who, because of their 
common history, have special relations and we believe that in this particu- 
larly important historic phase, the French people must help the Chadian people 
and be by their side. (ATP) 


11,464 
CSO: 3419/787 
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CHAD 


DEFENSE MINISTER RETURNS FROM TOUR OF SOUTH 


Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 9 Apr 83 pp 2-3 


[Text] The minister of national defense, veterans and war victims has returned 
to Ndjamena after a long awareness campaign in the southern region of the coun- 
try. Routouane Yoma was accompanied by Minister of Public Works, Mines and 
Petroleum Hassan Djamous. 


In an interview granted to the RNT [Chadian National Broadcasting], the defense 
minister described the purpose of the tour and its effect on the consolidation 
of Chadian unity. He said that the goal was to fight transformations stemming 
from propaganda campaigns waged during troubled periods by so-called committees 
of reflection, whose aim was to strengthen divisions among Chadians living in 
the south. Consequently, the different contacts made during the tour of the 
two members of the government were aimed at using patriotic explanations to 
eliminate the aftereffects of such campaigns. The minister of defense also 
explained that capricious rumors spread by one radio station had disturbed 
peaceful citizens before the tour. The delegation had also tried to clear up 
such false information. All population groups in the southern area were 
reached by direct contacts. The result, Yoma said, is that many civilians 

and military personnel who had for one reason or another fled to the Central 
African Republic are now beginning to return to Chad. He said that there is 


now a mass return of our people. 


The minister of defense made an urgent appeal to all those still abroad to 
return home in order to help in the colossal task of national reconstruction. 
Speaking to government employees in the zone visited, Yoma asked them to re- 
flect on the efforts made by the government to consolidate peace and national 
unity. He also stated that these efforts are continuing in the direction of 


consolidating the achievements of 7 June. 


The minister of defense also stated that the integration of the forces is a 
fact, as shown by the profound mixing that has been occurring for months. 
Elements of the FAT [Chadian Armed Forces] are now in Ati, Abeche, Mao and 
vice versa. The integration of the different forces, a credit to the govern- 
ment of the Third Republic, has not posed any major problem, since all element 
have understood the need for the mingling. However, a FANT [Chadian National 
Armed Forces] spirit remains to be forged. The training centers, particularly 
the one in Moussoro, will have this task. 
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Responding to rumors telling of the forced recruitment of high school and 
college students, the minister of defense said that such action is not in 
keeping with the meaning of the government's fight, much less with the current 
role of the army based on volunteer service. While stating that it is the duty 
of every citizen to defend his homeland, the minister reaffirmed the determina- 
tion of authorities not to exceed the limits set by law. Furthermore, we 

have a large army, he said. "But if there is a need to recruit, we shall follow 
proper procedures," he said. (ATP) 


11,464 
CSO: 3419/798 
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CHAD 


UNSO-ICDCS MISSION TO STUDY DESERTIFICATION IN NATION 
Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 14 Mar 83 pp 4, 5 


[Article: "The UNSO-ICDCS Mission: Diagnosing the Phenomenon of 
Desertification in Chad"] 


[Text] The mission of experts from the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian 
Office [UNSO] and ICDCS [Inter-State Committee to Fight the Drought in 
the Sahel], which arrived in Ndjamena on 28 February, has finished its 
work in Chad. It will take part today at 1000 hours in a wrap-up meeting 
which will also be attended by the heads of several departments with an 
interest in the conclusions reached by this mission, which was sent after 
a policy decision to get involved in Chad. 


The mission had contacts with the departments of waters and forests, 
agriculture, stockraising and planning. Field trips into the interior 

of the country enabled it to gain an appreciation of the various problems 
desertification poses. Mr ‘oulibaly, the ICDCS forestry expert, whom we 
met yesterday afternoon, discussed the different aspects of the problem of 
creeping desert. The facts he has collected since his arrival in Chad have 
convinced him that Chad's experience is comparable to that of the other 
Sahelian countries affected by the same phenomenon. The great difference, 
according to this forestry expert, is our country's tardiness in carrying 
out anti-desertification projects. "The phenomenon of desertification is 
clearly on the increase in Chad," he said, based on observations made in 
the Lake [Chad] region, Kanem and Ouaddai. "Lake Chad is drying up, and 

is now composed of several distinct basins. Moreover, activities based 

on the lake are all feeling the effects of this drying-up. Fish taken 

from the lake are not going to Ndjamena any more, because the waterway 

that links the region to the Chari is no longer passable. The polders 

are choked with sand, and the water level is so low the dams cannot provide 


water to the fields. 


As for the rest of the Sahelian region, the shortened duration of the 
rainy season is having effects on pasturage. Thus, the amount of time 
livestock can pasture on a given area is considerably reduced, causing 
premature migratory movement. Throughout this whole area, households are 
having a hard time meeting their energy needs, due to the lack of firewood. 
This phenomenon is also founa in the Sudanese zone, for example at Benoye, 
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where over-use of the surface for mechanized agriculture (50,000 plows) has 
totally destroyed the land and forests that supply households with firewood. 
The Benoye region, located deep inside the Sudanese zone, shows several 
signs of desertification, such as crumbling of the soil and the absence 

of natural vegetation beneficial to society. 


Armed with these facts, the mission of UNSO-ICDCS experts is calling for a 
package of measures which will be taken into account by the third mission 

in designing projects to follow. Mr Coulibaly said that the focus should 

be on resumption of activities in the Lake [Chad] polders. The project, 
suspended because of the war, will be supported by a reforestation operation 
to protect the environment. Management of the wadis in Kanem is necessary, 
in order to stabilize the flora and fauna while protecting the fringes 

of these wadis fromthe advancing dunes. The gradual salinization of these 
hollows will also be curbed by the development of preparations that combat 
salinity. Experiments tried in Sengal in this field have had interesting 


results. 


The mission is also calling for the development of fodder reserves in the 
Sahel to supplement natural pasturage. Water projects will create new 
pasturage areas for the livestock and stabilize flora and fauna which 
because of their location suffer acutely from the lack of water. Mr 
Coulibaly stressed that their mission was to gather information, analyze 
it and prepare a document to be used in obtaining financing. A final 
mission will come to Chad to design projects. The UNSO-ICDCS philosophy 
on combating desertification is one of involving the people in the various 
projects. Such involvement enables the people to earn money for working 
on projects, learn a useful technique and become familiar with the phenomenon 
of desertification. This is why costly foreing technologies are often 
eschewed in favor of simpler projects that do not resort to complicated 
techniques. The classic example is the "improved fireplace" which has the 
advantage of solving a problem of critical importance to the people while 
safeguarding t-e natural vegetation. Several other experiments tried in 
various countries of the Sahel could perhaps be effectively employed in 
Chad. Mr Coulibaly noted with satisfaction the existence of a great deal 
of natural vegetation surrounding the big urban centers, including that 
Chad is unique in this regard. The people respect the vegetation; that 
attitude will surely contribute to the success of the reforestation 
operations and the establishment of the green belts called for by the 


mission. 


9516 
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CHAD 


STUDENTS ESCAPE FORCED ENROLLMENT IN LIBYAN TRAINING CAMPS 
Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 15 Mar 83 pp 3, 4 


[Text] Libya's plan of aggression against our country has gone into its 
active phase. Two Chadian students in Libya since 1976 have succeeded 

in escaping the implacable engine of subversion run by the madman of 
Tripoli. Issaac Ali and Charfadine Youssouf brought convincing testimony 
to the nation’s journalists at a press conference late yesterday morning. 


Issaac Ali and Charfadine Youssouf, who left in 1976 to take university 
studies in Libya, have lived through the various attacks which the 

terrorist regime in Tripoli has carried out against Chad. While they may 
have had to close their eyes to the Libyan policy in order to complete their 
studies, the situation has really changed: the Chadian workers victimized 
by the policy of forced recruitment have taken all they can stand. Qadhdhafi 
descends on the universities to corrupt the Chadian students. The new 
development shows how far Libyan machinations have gone. For the 

thousands of Chadians living in the land of the dune messiah [Qadhdhafi] the 
scope of the mobilization campaign has been impressive. This heavy-handed 
campaign of denigrating Chadian authorities, the students explain, is 
followed by forced enrollment of Chadians to be sent to the training camps. 
That is where they have their first contact with the mercenaries of all 
stripes who serve in the Islamic legion. After a quick training period they 
are forced against their will to join that Islamic legion of which we never 


stop hearing. 


The powerless Chadian colony is subjected to pressures of all sorts, 
according to the two students, sho in order to escape the concentration camp 
that Libya has become had to pay money to Libyan police to obtain false 
documents. The trials and tribulations are over for these two compatriots, 
who have come back to their country to "get involved like any other 
citizen" in "the work of national reconstruction." For thousands of 
others, the Calvary continues. On the one hand they see Libyan aggression 
against their country for exactly what it is, but on the other hand they 
are powerless to take action in a militarist country--threats and arrests 
are the most frequently used means of breaking the spirit of solidarity 
with the Ndjamena government. Issaac Ali and Charfadine Youssouf emphasize 
that no Chadian can fail to be aware that Libya is in occupation of a large 
part of our national territory. The proof, they say, is that the map of 
the Jamahiriya has changed since 1976. 
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In answer to a question as to whether persons of other nationalities are 
enrolled in the Islamic legion, the two escapees from Libyan affair cited 
the cases of several irregular workers who were enrolled under threat of 
arrest. They state, however, that they know nothing about the overall 
involvement of other countries. 


These statements demonstrate, if any further proof is needed, the broad 
scope, even within Libya itself, of the aggression carried out by the 
terrorist of the burning sands [Qadhdhafi] against Chad. Reaching into 
the universities is a new departure for the sage of Tripoli [Qadhdhafi], 
who up to now has shown some restraint in dealing with this stratum of 
the Chadian colony in Libya. If Libya*ts terrorist president does not 
shrink from violating the sancticy of the universities, it must be that 
his schemes have reached a critical phase. 


9516 
CSO: 3419/705 
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CHAD 


PROGRESS OF COTTON PURCHASING CAMPAIGN 
Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 18 Mar 83 pp 3, 4 


{[Article: "Cotton Market Doing Well: Purchase Price Goes Up from 60 to 
70 Francs per Kilo"] 


[Text] Nearly Fr CFA 6.5 billion have been allocated by Cotontchad to 

the southern zone to support the cotton purchasing campaign and the effort 
to get the cotton to external markets. The 1982-1983 campaign, which began 
last November, continues to show generally satisfying results. After the 
first phase, which involved purchasing cotton in localities close to the 
urban center, the company has now entered on the second and more dififcult 
part: going out to buy cotton in the villages remote from the cities, using 


roads in doubtful condition. 


The 17 processing plants in operating condition have already reopened 
their doors. The other five--the ones at Melfi, Am-Timan, Panzangue a 
MBaibokoum, Onoko (in the Guelendeng region) and Kyabe, which suffered 
some damage during the war--will be repaired and made ready for the next 
season. Several tons of cotton textile produced by these plants have been 
exported to Nigeria, Cameroon and the Central African Republic [CAR]. Not 
only has the transporting of the textiles via Cotontchad and Chadian 
Carriers Cooperative trucks gone well, but the peasants this year reportedly 
produced at least 80,000 tons of cotton, surpassing all expectations which 
is a source of satisfaction to Cotontchad officials. The record year for 
production was 1976, when the company logged 150,000 tons of cotton. 


Chadian peasants also have reason to be happy. The price of cotton per 
kilogram went up from 60 to 70 [CFA] francs. Cotontchad increased the 
price in an effort to curb the smuggling of Chadian cotton to neighboring 
countries. While it may be true that vigilance on the part of the police 
authorities was required to cut down the clandestine flow of Chadian 
cotton to these countries, doubtless increasing the price of cotton is the 
best way to encourage the Chadian peasant to show more patriotism. 


9516 
CSO: 3419/705 
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CHAD 


BRIEFS 


WORKING WOMEN'S UNION--The working women of Chad now have their trade union 
federation, officially set up on 25 March. Mrs Fatime Kimto, secretary of 
state for labor and promotion of women, who is president of the National Union 
of Chadian Women (UNAFT), hailed the birth of the Chadian women's trade union 
movement, an innovation in the political annals of Chad, she said in a speech 
on the occasion. It will be the task of the federation to ensure the education 
of, inform and create awareness among Chadian working women. The Executive 
Bureau of the FSFT (Trade Union Federation of the Working Women of Chad) is 
made up of the following: federal president, Mariame Aba Maloum; first vice 
president, Fatime Boumie; second vice president, Halime Sakine; federal secre- 
tary general, Haoua Tarda; deputy secretary general, Hadje Abo; secretary gen- 
eral for organization and education, Jeanne Ahmed Nene; deputy federal secre- 
tary for organization and education, Koumba Ruth; federal secretary for socio- 
cultural activities, Mrs Youssouf nee Fatime Malik; federal secretary for 
sociocultural activities, Thoma Boukar; federal general treasurer, Asta Gonata; 
federal secretary for information and propaganda, Kaltouma Moussa; and fed- 
eral secretary for demands and legal and administrative iffairs, Fatime Kasser. 
The FSFT has its bylaws, statutes and a 24-member Women's Federal Council 
elected by the general assembly for 3 Oe: [Excerpts] [Ndjamena INFO TCHAD 
in French 25 Mar 83 pp 7-8] 


a 


PEOPLE'S COMMITTEES IN SOUTH--Ndjamena April 22 (AFP)--The Chad Government has 
sent a high-powered 15-strong delegation to spend a month in the south of the 
country setting up people's committees of the armed forces of the north 
(COPOFAN), the state news agency reported here Thursday night. The delegation 
includes four ministers, two secretaries of state, and members of the National 
Consultative Council, which acts as a kind of parliament for Chad. The delega- 
tion leader is Togou Djimet, a member of the FAN Command Council, and commis- 
sioner for organization and people's justice. The news agency commented that 
"to set up the COPOFANS in the south is a very unusual undertaking in the eyes 
of those who have a somewhat simplistic view of the Chadian problem?>..." It is 
clear that those who are used to seeing a south unanimously and basically 
opposed to the FAN do not understand it. "The truth is that, beyond the lies 
of political propaganda there are citizens in the south who have managed to 
keep a clear head," the agency said. The people's committees are to be set up 
in particular in the main towns of Sarh, Moundou, Doba and Bongor. [Text] 
[AB220655 Paris AFP in English 0346 GMT 22 Apr 83] 
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HIDE, SKIN EXPORT BAN--The minister of economy and commerce hereby informs 
merchants and other traders involved in the marketing of hides, skins and 
other such products that their export is now banned until further notice. 
This temporary ban results from the disorder found on the market for hides, 
leathers and other by-products, which causes the government to lose economic 
control over the activities and the receipts they should engender. Consequent- 
ly, an interministerial committee in charge of studying problems facing the 
sector is being set up. The minister of economy and commerce will lift the 
temporary ban as soon as the committee has submitted its report proposing the 
best possible solutions for the problems posed. (ATP) [Text] [Ndjamena 
INFO TCHAD in French 8 Apr 83 p 10] 


CSO: 3419/798 
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CONGO 


CIDOLOU REPORTEDLY OVERCOMING ITS PROBLEMS 
Brazzaville BULLETIN QUOTIDIENT DE L'ACI in French 5 Apr 83 p 6 


[Text] Brazzaville, 5 April - CIDOLOU /The Loutete Domainal 
Cement Plant/ produces 300 tons of clinkers per day. It also 
produces the best cement on the equatorial area with a 350 com- 
position. This is the standard required on the international 
level, Felix Missengo Mi-Makosso declared to the press, for our 
cement plant won the Africa International Award in February 1982 
for its cement, whose good quality no longer needs to be demon- 


strated. 


The experts think that the limestone which covers Loutete, whose 
reserves,it is estimated, will last for 2 centuries before ex- 


haustion, is of very good quality. 


CIDOLOU which has had problems for several years, has many short- 
comings such as fuel shortages, breakdowns of electric power sup- 


ply and crushing equipment. 


But in the framework of the Five-Year Plan 1982-1986, a program 
of restoration and expansion has been inaugurated to provide a 
solution for this large scale industrial production plant, because 
of its economic importance and its contribution to our 

country's development. 


In this respect, some equipment has been charged in conformity 
with the emergency plan. The restoration and expansion really 
began this year. Thus the expansion work whose investment cost 
amounts to about 12.5 billion CPA francs was awarded last year to 
the Cresot Loise Company. This expansion will increase produc- 
tion to 900 tons per day, thus meeting the country's needs. 


It is also planned to break the isolation of the northern area 
with the installation of a crushing station at Mossaka. 


The installation of a kiln will be necessary later. This will 
allow the People's Republic of the Congo to increase its produc- 
tion capacity, reduce cement imports and save foreign exchange. 


8490 


CSO: 3419/795 
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CONGO 


BRIEFS 


ETHIOPIAN AIR AGREEMENT SIGNED--The Congo and Ethiopia signed a 
preliminary agreement for creating an air link between the two 
countries Sunday in Addis Ababa. This agreement represents the 
conclusion of 3 days of discussions between Ethiopian transport 
officials and a Congolese delegation led by the secretary general 


for cooperation, Wilson Abel Ndessa Beka. Text/ /Brazzaville 
BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L‘ACI in French 5 Apr 83 p 8490 


CSO: 3419/795 
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ETHIOPIA 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET JOURNALISTS ARRIVE--A two-member Soviet delegation led by Comrade 
Aleksandr Kharlamov, board secretary of Soviet Journalists Association, 
editor-in-chief of the newspaper entitled "RURAL LIFE," the publication 

of the Central Committee of the CPSU and member of the party Central 
Commission, arrived here in Addis Ababa today. The delegation, which is 

on a visit here at the invitation of the Ethiopian Journalists Association, 
will hold discussions with the Executive Committee members of the Ethiopian 
Journalists Association and will renew agreements reached between the two 
associations. [Text] [EA210418 Addis Ababa Radio in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 20 Apr 83 EA] 


CSO: 3400/1331 
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GHANA 


PRESS STRESSES IMPORTANCE OF OUEDRAOGO VISIT 


Upper Volta Leader Welcomed 
AB201447 Accra Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 20 Apr 83 


[Station Commentary ] 


[Text] Today, Ghana welcomes Maj Jean-Baptiste Ouedraogo, head of state of 
Upper Volta, and his entourage for a 3-day visit. To the two countries the 
visit is very important, and observers of the African political scene will be 
watching the deliberations of the two heads and their ministers and secretaries 
during their bilateral talks. ) 


Certainly, it is the desire of both the Voltarians and Ghanaians that the 
spirit of African Unity is made manifest during this visit. 


There are many things which are unique about the visit and the personalities 

of the two heads of state: the two came to power after they have thrown off 
parliamentarians who have failed in their pledges to the people and had become 
corrupt. [sentence as heard] The two have thus initiated a policy of national 
reconstruction coupled with moral reeducation in their countries. Upper Volta 
and Ghana, apart from developing from a colonial past, have many other histori- 
cal links. Upper Volta cattle and other livestock, maize, millet and beans 
found good markets in Ghana, and during the 63 years of French rule, the Mossi, 
the Bobo and the Lobi freely made their fortunes in Ghana. This, they happily 
remember even to this day. Although intervening events have resulted in many 
Voltarians going back home, ‘there is still an appreciable population of 
Voltarians in Ghana. 


The spirit of warm welcome that is evident in Ghana for her visitors is a sign 
of the brotherhood that existed on the African Continent during the early years 
of the struggle for independence. Today, Major Ouedraogo is making history by 
his visit which underscores his recognition and appreciation for our policy of 
self-reliance. Through these visits the true spirit of African brotherhood is 
clearly seen, and despite the economic constraints of today, they give hope 
and courage to our people that the fire of African unity and brotherhood, as 
lit by our founding fathers, has not died off completely. 
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Today, Ghana expects her sister African states, especially her immediate 
neighbors, to try to understand her problems and the difficulties the Pro- 
visional National Defense Council inherited. Our borders are partially 
closed as the nation can no longer risk the rampant smuggling associated with 
open borders of the past. Our nationals, those who could not brave the hard- 
ship of the current national reconstruction exercise, have left the country 
to seek fortune which was Ghana's in the past elsewhere. We sincerely hope 
they are protected and reciprocated with the kind hospitality which we ex- 


hibited to others. 


As the two leaders settle down to discuss their countries’ and Africa's pro- 
blems, the wish of the people of Ghana and Upper Volta is that their talks will 
lead to a further strengthening of the links between the two neighbors, and 
also to greater unity of Africa as a whole. 


‘DAILY GRAPHIC' Cites Common Experience 
AB210906 Accra Domestic Service in English 0700 GMT 21 Apr 83 


[From the Press Review] 


[Text] The DAILY GRAPHIC welcomes the chairman of the People's Salvation 
Council, CSP, of Upper Volta, Maj Jean-Baptiste Ouedraogo, to Ghana. It is 
the wish of the paper that the stay will cement the already cordial relations 
between Ghana and the Upper Volta. The GRAPHIC says the visit is significant 
because of the common experiences of the two countries. Both countries are 
engaged in revolutionary struggle to liberate themselves of all forms of in- 
justices. Both Ghana and Upper Volta, says the paper, were also former 
colonies of imperialist powers but have risen from their slumber and are 
fighting for self-determination and to protect their sovereignty. It endorses 
the chairman of the PNDC's [Provisional National Defense Council] remark that 
the problems of Ghana and Upper Volta can be solved by their peoples themselves. 
The paper says this calls for hard work, proper organization and discipline. 
It points out that true independence will elude the two countries if they con- 
tinue to rely on other countries. Self-reliance is the answer. 


'TIMES Urges Close Cooperation 
AB221458 Accra Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 22 Apr 83 


[Press Review] 


[Excerpt] In an editorial on Ghana-Upper Volta Solidarity, the TIMES calls 
on Ghana and Upper Volta to close their ranks and cooperate to consolidate 
their democratic forces. It points out that the leaders of both countries 
seek common practice binding the peoples of the two countries in the popular 
democratic national cooperation which they are now engaged in. The TIMES says 
Flight Lieutenant Rawlings and Major Ouedraogo have (?affirmed) some funda- 
mental realities in Africa's emancipation struggle. They have declared that 
the right to effect a people's revolution is for everybody. They also main- 
tained that once the people have risen in the wake of revolution, no power 

on earth is capable of exploiting them. 
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The TIMES points out that people's revolutions will sweep over the continent 
because the alien colonial system which overthrew the natural African tradi- 
tion of social organization has left the revolutionary course the only accept- 
able path for the people toward their liberation from oppression and reestab- 
lishing the course of social justice. For Africa, says the paper, the people's 
revolutionary path has become a historical reality because the oppressive hold 
of the old system on the popular masses can be maintained merely by increased 
use of force and no more by the usual method of blackmail and (?deceit). This 
element of force compounds the social contradictions and thereby pushes the 
class nature of the system. But once the emancipation force has become the 
class struggle, as it is seen in Africa, there can be no turning back from the 
people's revolution. The TIMES says his truth was illustrated in the immediate 
prerevolution situation in Ghana. The powers that be held the role of force to 
the extent that they really believed that they could perpetually keep the power 
of the masses down that way. And they sought to do that by trying to pick on, 
isolate, persecute and if possible, even eliminate, the progressive elements 
who symbolized the popular spirit and the people's aspirations. 


That was a vain attempt to accomplish the impossible to forcibly halt the tide 
of popular agitation for peaceful social reforms. That deepened and clarified 
the class conflict of the situation. It made the people's revolution a matter 
of time. Thirty-one December was inevitable. The TIMES adds that the funda- 
mental law of the revolution is that all people's revolution are complementary; 
each mutually strengthens the other. 


CSO: 3400/1249 
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GHANA 


PAPERS TAKE CRITICAL LOOK AT 1983 
AB0O11130 Accra Domestic Service in English 0700 GMT 1 May 83 


[Excerpts] The MIRROR, in a front page comment, takes a critical look at this 
year's budget. It notes that the major causes of the country's economic pro- 
blems have been the overvaluation of the cedi and the persistent budget de- 
ficits. The overvaluation of the cedi has adverse effects on the export sector 
to such an extent that earnings from that area have fallen dramatically. It 
has also played a significant role in encouraging smuggling. Persistent budget 
deficits have been a major factor in the high inflation in the country. 


The MIRROR sees the budget as a bold attempt to solve these two problems and 
nobody can be critical with the govermnent over this, which is purely the pre- 
rogative of the government. What is important, however, is the degree of the 
measure which must be reasonable and feasible in the light of the wages and 
salaries’ structure of the country. This means that any measure taken by the 
government to remove bottlenecks from the economy must be of such a nature that 


the majority of the people can bear. 


The MIRROR points out that the acceptable of the tolerant limit is of paramount 
consideration bearing in mind that the welfare of the people is supreme, and 
any undue hardship must be avoided. The paper notes that most of the local in- 
dustries depend heavily on imported raw materials. Efforts at making the in- 
dustries rely on local raw materials is a long-term plan. In this connection, 
the MIRROR expressed fears that the surcharges imposed on exchange rates will 
affect the prices of manufactured goods. It believes that this situation will 
embrace not only the people but the government as well. 


The paper is also not happy about the increases in the prices of petroleum pro- 
ducts and machetes and points out that the increases will compound the transport 
and agricultural industries. [Sentence as heard] 


The MIRROR contends that the budget is too hard for easy acceptance. It there- 
fore calls on the government to reconsider the limit of the surcharges and the 
prices of both petroleum products and agricultural imports. The MIRROR stresses 
that there is a need for a review to avoid dislocation of the welfare of the 
people. The economic problems are enormous and any attempt to rush to solve 
them overnight may lead to unpleasant consequences. 
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The WEEKLY SPECTATOR is pleased that Ghanaian workers have so far been unequivo- 
cal about their dismay over certain parts of the budget which in the present 
social and economic circumstances of the country only give a promise of more 
difficult times ahead. But inspite of this determination to make the Provisional 
National Defense Council know that as a people's government, it must be prepared 
to listen to their cries over some prospects of the budget, the workers are not 
going to allow themselves to be used for selfish ends of people who in the past 
have shown little compassion on them but are now pretending to be fighting for 


them. 


The SPECTATOR notes that one of the saddest events in the history of this nation 
was the betrayal of the late President Nkrumah. Anytime Ghanaian workers 
remember his death, they have the feeling that had they not fallen prey to the 
vicious milk and sardine [as heard] politics of the neocolonialist puppets of 
the time, the infrastructure for development laid in Nkrumah's time would have 
put the nation among the steadily advancing nations of the world. 


The SPECTATOR is convinced that the workers of Ghana will not cry over spilled 
milk. Neither will they fail to learn from the lessons of the past. They will, 
however, not keep silent over any repressive or unprogressive measures handed 
out by the government of the day. They will also not allow themselves to be 
dragged into sentimentalities which will eventually end up in their own betrayal. 
The SPECTATOR urges that every aspect of the budget should be discussed on its 
own merit and in relation to other relevant aspects. 


It believes that in the spirit of give and take, the people will arrive at a 
budget which will satisfy the majoirty and put the nation on the right course 
to economic freedom. 


CSO: 3400/1321 
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GHANA 


BRIEFS 


HONEST DEBATE ON BUDGET--The DAILY GRAPHIC again takes a look at the budget. 
The paper cautions that the present economic propositions should be seen in 
their true perspectives. The GRAPHIC believes that it is not too late to re- 
view certain portions where desirable and necessary, that is to say if they 
should benefit those who are productive. The paper admits the harsh nature of 
the budget and makes it clear that it does not need politicians in hiding to 
hammer home the belt-tightening message. The GRAPHIC regrets that politicians 
who shed crocodile tears for the ordinary workers just before the overthrow of 
the late Nkrumah regime only jumped into the saddle and kept workers in per- 
petual enslavement after 1966. They do not only silence the working class and 
peasantry, they ensure that the exploitation of the state apparatus for their 
own ends continues. The GRAPHIC says now that the revolution is creating the 
conditions for the total freedom of the underdog, the budget politicians have 
descended like angels, telling all kinds of tales and inciting people against 
the revolution. Some otherwise very respectable citizens who are also engaged 
in visible debates on possible alternatives are leading innocent people astray 
by secretly organizing strikes and demonstrations and instead of making positive 
suggestions toward solving the current problems, they are fighting for power for 
a small elite group. The GRAPHIC therefore calls on all citizens to discuss 

the proposals honestly and in a principled manner since it is Ghana that needs 
to be saved and not a small selfish group. [Press Review] [Excerpt] [AB280917 
Accra Domestic Service in English 0700 GMT 28 Apr 83] 


NEW LABOR MEASURES--The Interim Management Committee of the TUC [Trade Unions 
Congress] has outlined a number of measures aimed at ensuring better democra- 
tization of the labor movement and guaranteeing maximum benefit from the revolu- 
tion to all workers. The chairman of the committee, Mr E. K. (Aboadi), gave 
details of the measures when he addressed a news conference in Accra today as 
part of activities marking the first anniversary of the workers' takeover of 

the TUC leadership. Among other things the TUC will work toward a more effec- 
tive implementation of management committees at work places as struggle for 
effective workers' representation in policy formulation in their establishments. 
In education, the TUC will promote the development of technical and managerial 
skills for works through the Labor College, on a long-term basis through scholar- 
ships for studies abroad. It will also produce a newspaper as an effective 
medium of disseminating information and as a tool for educating and organizing 
workers. The TUC will also pay attention to the special interests of women 
within the trade union movement. [Text] [AB291933 Accra Domestic Service in 
English 1700 GMT 29 Apr 83} 
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IVORY COAST 


PAPER COMMENTS ON PRESIDENT'S STAND ON TEACHER'S STRIKE 
AB250657 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 23 Apr 83 pp 1, 32 


[Auguste Miremont Commentary: "To Explain and to Convince"] 


[Text] It is useless to explain the message addressed on Thursday to both the 
nation and the secondary school teachers who have embarked on an illegal strike. 
The head of state is fond of making clear and coherent statements to us which 
are models of explanations and information. 


But as the headline of yesterday's FRATERNITE MATIN underlined, his previous 
message is hard-hitting due to the firmness and the hope implied. 


Firmness? Let it suffice to mention his warning against those who think that 
his love of dialogue and tolerance constitutes a weakness, and that his cate- 
gorical refusal to allow "a social body, however important it is, to establish 
a state within a state" and his rejection of demagogies: "I do not want the 
people to be deceived, especially the youth, with false arguments"; his refer- 
ence to the more than primordial role he had played in favor of the teachers, 
enabling them to benefit from the administrative housing code which is neither 
their right nor entitlement; his rejection of all forms of blackmail and pres- 
sure when the national interest is at stake, otherwise "the Ivorian state would 
no longer exist"; the clear reaffirmation that "the nation will not grant them''-- 
the teachers--"free houses"; and finally, the difference between the statements 
of these secondary school teachers and their acts: while advocating social 
equality, do they not in their acts break free from the rest of the people and 
trample under their feet their part of the sacrifice? 


Certainly, the president could have been more firm, taken very strong measures 
and hit the table with his fist. Anyway, according to various discussions, it 
is the only remark made about the head of state's message by a number of those 
who listened to it. They would have preferred a stronger demonstration by 

the head of state, one of exasperation, indignation and bitterness of the whole 
people in face of what they consider to be a corporal incompatibility in the 
presence of what should unite us: the world crisis, how to fight it, the pre- 
servation of the nation's assets, the consolidation of the very existence of 


our country, its sovereignty and dignity. 
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First of all, is this exasperation not reflected in the first statements 
supporting the president's decisions (see the 22 April issue of FRATERNITE 
MATIN)? Do they not vilify the "methods of pressure and coercion" which the 
striker: are using against the state and the party? Do they not express the 
hope of seeing their goods sense of civic duty and their patriotism prevail 
over their "errors and corporal considerations?" Do they not vehemently demand 
that "under these circumstances force must be applied?" And do they not see 
"the possibility of external ramifications in this illegal action?" 


Each time the situation demands it, it is necessary for the people to demon- 
strate their unanimous support for government decisions, their vigilance and 
their concern to preserve social peace which is necessary for their develop- 
ment. It is their right and they must exercise it. However, they seem not to 
know President Houphouet-Boigny very well. The apostle of dialogue in everyday 
life, the man of tolerance and the father of Ivorians cannot separate himself 
from his sons no matter how misguided they may be. In this case in particular, 
and after taking the necessary measures (suspension of salaries, eviction from 
state-owned houses, suspension of the Union of National Secondary School 
Teachers of Ivory Coast (SYNESCI) and other measures), the objective of the 
head of state, it seemed to me, was to explain in order to convince. It was 

to explain that the economic situation of our country, which is exposed to the 
ups and downs of the world crisis, will not tolerate any deviation; also that 
our country cannot tolerate any wasteful spending (50 billion cfa for the state 
leasing scheme in 1982); that some constraints at all levels, including the 
state, are necessary and that the situation demands some solidarity and some 


sacrifices on the part of all. 


If these facts--and he repeated them several times--are known to all, it was 
essential for the head of state to comment on them once again. Take the case 

of coffee for which we have been "parading" a stock of 170,000 tons for the 

past 3 years and against which we took loans but which we cannot export because 
of reduced quotas imposed on us. It is an evident reality--and it is surprising 
to note that it cannot be well understood--that the only resources we can make 
use of are those that are at our disposal. 


The objective of the head of state was also to convince, to convince now and 
always. The president, it is known, has always refused to force people. 
Despite the fact that the stabilization measures were debated and adopted by 
the National Council, the head of state wanted to explain them once again in 
order to show the need to adopt them and to illustrate, in the light of this, 
the teachers' corporative spirit which, through acts which are dangerous to 
social peace, has led them to hinder the implementation of the solutions to 


the crisis accepted by the people. 


His objective was also to convince these teachers who do not share the argu- 
ments of a minority but who associate themselves "by solidarity" with a strike 
for which they did not calculate all the consequences. 


Then, is there any hope in the presidential message? The hope is in the con- 
viction that these teachers will heed the call for common sense, the call that 
wisdom will triumph, that call for the pursuit of a bold social policy and for 
the strengthening of peace in our country. 
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The hope remains that this expectation will be met and that the call by the 
president will be headed as has been the case for all previous calls by our 
"old man.'' But this hope for the rapid return to normalcy must not make us 
forget the warning against any form of indiscipline, the firmness demonstrated 
by the government and the vigilance of the people to preserve their territory 
against any attempt. Tolerance and understanding do not mean weakness. Dis- 
order, in any case, will not be tolerated. 





CSO: 3419/814 
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LESOTHO 


ACPEEC DELEGATION LEAVES FOR GABORONE 
MB261911 Maseru Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 26 Apr 83 


[Text] The ACPEEC [African, Caribbean and Pacific states of the EEC] fact- 
finding mission has expressed solidarity with the government and people of 
Lesotho in their resistance against pressures by South Africa to force into 
submission. 


The two copresidents of the ACPEEC visiting mission, Messrs Giovanni Nersani 

of the European People's Party in Italy, and (F. Buta Jira), speaker of 
Uganda's parliament, were addressing a press conference at Leabua Jonathan 
Airport in Maseru shortly before the mission departed for Gaborone this morning. 


Mr (Buta Jira) said that the seriousness of Lesoth's situation in the attacks 
launched from South Africa territory will be brought to the attention of the 
international community so that Lesotho may continue to be assisted and 
strengthened in its stand against apartheid. Mr (Buta Jira) told the press 
that after interviewing some detainees, he was convinced that South Africa 
used some Basotho and South Africans to leunch attacks on Lesotho for the sole 
purpose of destabilizing her. He said the ACPEEC mission had seen the damage 
that had been done by South Africa at (Bela Bela), where not only a police 
post had been attacked, but that a whole village was being attacked from South 
African territory with mortars and guns. 


Asked what he thought were options left for Lesotho in her present situation, 
Mr (Buta Jira) said that Lesotho must continue to refuse to accept apartheid, 
and should not recognize bantustans, because the international community is 


on the side of Lesotho. 


Contributing to the press conference, Mr Bersani stated that he felt that 
whilst public opinion must be all the more mobilized against South Africa to 
abandon the apartheid policy, the ACPEEC should strengthen cooperation with 
Lesotho to enable this country to withstand South Africa's pressures. He said 
the EEC would for this reason back up strongly the Southern African Development 
Coordination Conference of which Lesotho is a member, and UN resolutions on 

this country. He said that he would wish to see very strong bilateral relations 
established by the EEC community with Lesotho. 
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Asked what he thought could be done to stop South Africa from continuing her 
policy of destabilization of southern Africa's states, Mr Bersani, said that 
he would favor global action in southern Africa which would enable progressive 
application of selective economic and other sanctions against South Africa. 
The ACPEEC fact-finding mission, which arrived in Maseru on Saturday, left for 
Gaborone, Botswana early this morning. 


CSO: 3400/1295 
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LIBERIA 


NBL ASKED TO RESCIND DECISION DOUBLING BANKS' RESERVES 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 4 Apr 83 pp l, 7 


[Excerpt] The President of the National Housing and Savings Bank (NHSB), 
Mr William T. Diggs, has called on the National Bank of Liberia to reconsider 
its decision to double the reserve requirement for banks in the country. 


According to the Financial Institutions Act of Liberia, the reserve requirement 
is the amount of money which all commercial banks in the country are required 
to maintain at the National Bank of Liberia. 


Recently, the NBL increased the requirement from 15 to 30 percent. This means 
that 30 percent of each bank's liquid assets should be placed on reserve at the 


NBL. 


Mr Diggs, in a speech at the opening of NHSB's “banking window" at the Roberts 
international Airport Saturday, saw the increase as an economic setback. 


He said it was made at a time of shrinking economic activity and that it had 
deprived banks in the country of needed liquidity to stimulate the economy and 


ensure its proper functioning. 


When the National Bank announced the dramatic increase, the Association of 
Liberia Bankers wrote to the Governor, Thomas Voer Hansen, urging him to re- 


consider the decision. 


The banks' concern was pitched against the belief that such a dramatic increase 
would only worsen the cash crisis the country was experiencing. 


Said a prominent Liberian economist later to the DAILY OBSERVER: "With such 
an increase, government will be taking money out of the private sector and 
placing it in the public sector." 


According to the economist, this would make it difficult for the banks, which 
Mr Diggs, in his statement, described as important institutions for the rebuild- 


ing of the economy. 


The NHSB boss is the first banker to express himself publicly on the issue of 
the increased reserve requirement. He said, "the banks have a role to play," 
and added, banks can stimulate the economy by assisting in creating the 
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atmosphere to mobilize domestic savings or financial resources and take the 
risk of using these resources for lending purposes to finance viable projects. 


He said it is the “moral obligation" of banks in the country to help pump 
fresh blood into the economy. 


There has been an erosion of the deposit base in Liberian banks and a siphoning 
of domestic credits, according to Diggs, which have resulted in a fall in domes- 
tic output and growth rate, among other economic ills. 


He said his bank and other banks in the country are taking risks in several en- 
deavors to reverse this negative trend and bring relief to the economy. 


CSO: 3400/1232 
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LIBERIA 


TAYLOR BACKS OPENING OF PART OF PETROLEUM MARKET TO NON-LPRC SUPPLIER 
Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 7 Apr 83 pp 1, 6 


[Article by Sam H. Johnson] 


[Text] Several American and European oil firms have reportedly expressed their 
willingness to supply gasoline and other refined petroleum products here at 
prices below the current market rates in the country. 


Exactly how much cheaper these foreign companies are willing to sell their pro- 
ducts is not yet known. But according to the Director General of the General 
Services Agency (GSA), Major Charles Taylor, the firms have already offered to 
sell gasoline for government consumption at 40 cents less than the $2.68 pump 
price being charged by Petro Chemical Industries (PCI), operator of Shell fill- 
ing stations and chief government supplier. Director Taylor, who recently 
toured European and American cities during the height of the nation's oil crises 
to solicit alternative supply for government's consumption, said in an inter- 
view on Tuesday that he is confident the government could even bargain for the 
offered rates to be reduced further. 


"This would mean a tremendous saving against the $12 million spent annually to 
purchase gasoline, fuel oil, kerosene and other products for government's use," 


Taylor asserted. 


He explained that the firms are willing to begin the undertaking "once govern- 
ment gives the go-ahead," and with "no strings attached," he emphasized. 


According to Taylor, these Foreign firms would be responsible for the shipping 
and landing fees of the refined petroleum products. 


Government in turn would only have to secure storage and distribution facili- 
ties, he said. 


Mr Taylor therefore proposed that 30 to 35 per cent of the market be open for 
the importation of refined products. 


Exclusivity 


The Liberia Petroleum Refining Company (LPRC) current has exclusive rights for 
the importation and distribution of energy products in the country. Government 
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has already announced that it is "actively" considering the opening of the 
market for the importation of refined products on the "basis of the nation's 
free enterprise system." 


In his Tuesday interview with this paper, Taylor however cautioned that meet- 
ing the remaining 65 per cent of the national gasoline consumption should re- 
main the exclusivity of LPRC for the meantime. 


The reason, he said, is to ensure the availability of energy products on the 
market in case of shortcomings on the part of foreign suppliers. 


Major Taylor said he supports the gradual opening of the market which would 
serve to encourage competition in prices and create alternative means to ensure 
continuity in supplies in case of shortcomings at the "problematic LPRC." 


On storage and distribution facilities, if government should accept the proposal 
by the foreign oil firms, Mr Taylor said government intends to enter into negotia- 
tion with LPRC and other local gasoline companies for storage facilities. 


Filling Stations 


Since government do not own filling stations, he said the next step would be for 
government to enter into negotiation with one of the local companies (preferably 
Shell) since it is the current supplier of gasoline to government, he said for 
the use of their filling stations. 


"We simply use their premises and facilities to service government vehicles and 
pay them a fee," he said. 


The distribution system envisaged by Taylor is similar to the coupon system pre- 
sently used by government with the only difference being that government would 
secure it's supplies from abroad. 


Despite these additional costs for storage and distribution facilities, Taylor 
still believes that the program would be a "lot of saving" to government. 


Check and Balance 


He said a check and balance system would be employed to eliminate the possi- 
bility of fraud in the program. 


The GSA Chief said it would also be advantageous to government if PCI could 
come up with a proposal that would enable it to import refined products for 
sale at about the same reduced rates being offered by the interested foreign 


suppliers. 


To Taylor, this is possible because, according to him, there is presently 
an oil glut on the world market and refined petroleum products can be brought 
in and sold at lower prices than what is being charged by LPRC. 
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High Prices 


PCI presently purchased its products from LPRC at prices which Taylor viewed as 
being “a bit too high." 


The GSA Director General also wanted to know why there has not been a reduction 
in the $3.00 per gallon price of gasoline on the Liberian market to commensurate 
with the $5.00 per barrel reduction of crude oil by OPEC nations. 


Many cities worldwide reduced the pump prices of gasoline and other energy pro- 
ducts by several cents following the OPEC nations cut. 


Taylor said if his proposal to government to open the market is not accepted, he 
will propose that government establish gasoline depots that would be utilized 
only in case of emergency to keep the security forces and government agencies 


operational. 


He later suggested that a thorough scrutiny of the LPRC present management be 
carried out to curb what he described as the existing problem of Managerial 


ability at the corporation, 


He feels that LPRC should be turned over to private ownership to boost 
efficiency. 


CSO: 3400/1232 
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LIBERIA 


POWER RESTORED TO GBARNGA CITY;; ENVIRONS STILL FACE POWER SHORTAGE 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 7 Apr 83 p 8 


[Excerpt] Life is gradually switching back to normal in Gbarnga, Bong County, 
following the restoration of power supplies there last week. 


The city had been in darkness since November last year when the newly-installed 
power generating plant broke down. 


The plant, which was bought by the residents with the assistance of the Liber- 
ian Government, broke down less than four months after it was launched into 


operation in July last year. 


Technicians at the plant attributed the breakdown to errors made by the con- 
tractors who installed the unit. 


A consignment of spare parts and a team of foreign engineers had to be brought 
in before the problem was finally overcome last week. 


The recent breakdown was the second time the city experienced continuous power 
outages in two years. 


The first occurred in mid 1981 when the Liberia Electricity Corporation (LEC) 
generator ceased functioning. 


It was shortly after the 1981 breakdown that citizens and residents of the city 
contributed money and appealed to the Liberian Government to assist them in buy- 


ing a new power generator. 


Although power has now been fully restored to Gbarnga City itself, surrounding 
areas still have to grapple with the problem of power shortage. 


CsO: 3400/1232 


55 











LIBERIA 


VOINJAMA CITY, ENVIRONS FACED WITH 'TERRIBLE' DROUGHT 
LWSC Supervisor's Statement 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 7 Apr 83 pp 1, 10 


[Article by Sam Kesselly] 


[Text] Thousands of citizens and residents of Voinjama City and its environs 
have been faced with a terrible month-long drought that has left rivers and 
creeks dry, farm crops parched and animals dead. 


The drought, considered by many residents as the worst to ever occur in the 
area, has affected over 10 surrounding villages and towns that had been using 
Zelba River as the main source of water supply. 


Lofa is considered the bread-basket of the nation where prosperous farms sup- 
ply rice and other main crops for the nation, and observers believe that if 
the situation is not changed shortly, its adverse effect will be felt through- 


out the nation. 


Speaking to the DAILY OBSERVER last Saturday in an interview, Mr Stephen Mul- 
bah, supervisor of the Liberia Water and Sewer Corporation (LWSC), Voinjama 
Branch, said it was the first time since the completion of the area's water 
plant in 1979, that such water shortage has occurred. 


Swamp Farming 


He said with a daily consumption rate of 40,000 gallons by residents of the 
city, most people now have to use hand dug wells to obtain water. 


Mr Mulbah, however, mentioned that despite the drought, many residents are 
still supplied in cans with water pumped by a small generator at the plant site, 
though they have to travel some 2.3 miles from the city. 


On future precautionary measures being instituted by LWSC in supplying the 
city with water, Mr Mulbah pointed out that the only measure to be taken is 
to purchase smaller pumps to raise water from split sections of the river 


to the reservoir. 


He said a new plant would be of much help but would cost $2.5 million "which 
is not easy to get." 
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He, however, said that all efforts would be made by him and his 10-member staff 
to relieve the residents as soon as possible. 


Other activities seriously affected by the drought is the swamp farming pro- 
gram undertaken widely by the Lofa County Agricultural Development Project in 


the County. 


Workers at the Selega Research Swamp informed the DAILY OBSERVER that all 
activities on farms had been abandoned due to the drought. 


Coffee already planted has also been affected by the drought, the workers said. 


Voinjama is the third city to be hit by drought in the country in one month. 
The first two areas to experience drought were Sanniquellie, Nimba County, and 


Bgarnga in Bong County. 


Resources Conservation A Necessity 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 1 Apr 83 p 4 


{Editorial ] 


[Text] One of the worst dries to hit Liberia is being experienced by farmers 
and rural dwellers this year. Water wells have run dry, rubber farms are pro- 
ducing the lowest yield per hectare in years and crops are dying. 


According to Firestone's analysis, this is the driest dry season since 1936. 
Those who can remember what it was like in 1936 when even the bread fruit 
trees refused to bear, should have an impression of the seriousness of the 


situation. 


Despite the severity of the dry weather, we still seem to go about our busi- 
ness expecting rain to come any day since, just as night follows day, so does 
the rainy season follow the dry season. 


This may not always be true if we do not begin to take notice of the effects 
our destruction of the forests may be having on plant life and the weather. 
Year in and year out we comfort ourselves with the belief that because this 
area is blessed with heavy rainfall the chance of being victims to a serious 


drought is almost nil. 


Until a few years ago when Government, through the Forestry Development 
Authority, undertook to carry out a reforestation programme, we were not only 
depleting our forest resources, but leaving bear our land resources to the 


wind. [as published] 





But even though the Government has stepped in to compel logging companies to 
engage in reforestation, there is growing concern about how effectively this 
programme is being implemented. There are, moreover, others who are still 
nibbling away at the forests and trees along the coastal areas, cutting them 
down and converting the wood into charcoal. 
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While its effect may seem negligible at present, the growing reliance on coal 
as a major energy source for cooking in both urban and rural areas should give 


reason for serious concern. 


Geophysical experts tell us that the Saharais advancing southward, at a rapid 
rate. And while Liberia has not yet felt the parching sting of the Sahel, the 
continuous promiscuity with which we are depleting our forests is a definite 
way of ensuring that within a while, this green and fertile land of ours will 
be turned into a desert. 


The neglect of our forests has already inflicted untold havoc on our wildlife, 
so that today it can be forcefully argued that we have very little wildlife to 
speak of. Yet the hunting of animals for "meat" in our woods goes unabated, 
while year after year we find excuses as to why Liberia could not become a 
leading exporter of beef in West Africa. 


One bad habit which Liberians have adopted is portrayed in the song: "Lord, 
for tomorrow and its needs, I do not pray." We are so busy taking care of 
today's needs that we never make provision for tomorrow. 


Rice is our staple food; and most of it has to be imported; yet when the inm- 
ports come we sell all and eat all. Why are there no storage facilities? No 
silos where a six months" supply can be kept, just in case? 


We have no energy source of our own; why has no one ever thought of building 
an oil storage farm to hold six months’ supply just in case something global 
happens and we run short without any chance of receiving additional shipment 


for months? 


Considering even our water supplies; one would say there is no need to worry 
because there are many rivers around here, but when there is a drought, even 
the rivers run dry. The salt water which Monrovians were forced to drink at 
the beginning of 1982 resulted from depleted water in the St. Paul, giving way 
to the salty bowels of the Atlantic. 


We carry the same approach to the things we produce here locally. Now that the 
plum season is here, our children are attacking the trees with a vengence-- 
beating down the green plums for one attractive half ripe one. We eat up all 
the oranges in one season; not even a cannery to keep the fruits from spoiling. 
We eat up all the cassavas without thinking of tomorrow. 


The time has come when we must give serious thought to conservation. We must 
conserve our forests, our wildlife, our water, our food, our energy resources-- 
everything--for we know not when the day of famine or want will come. 


A study by the Ministry of Planning has revealed that the population of Liberia 
is growing rapidly and that by the year 2010 Liberia is expected to have a pop- 
ulation of more than 10 million inhabitants. The knowledge of an increased 
population could be assuring to some since the impression may be gained that 

it would help solve our labour problems. 
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But when scientists compute what percentage of that population growth would be 

on the job market as compared to the percentage that would be at the receiving 

end of the line, unless we change our attitude and begin to develop a new, more 
positive, more realistic attitude to life, our situation tomorrow will be even 

worse that it is today, notwithstanding population growth. 


In fact, a rise in population means increased demands on already scarce com- 
modities, locally produced and imported. If production is high yielding on a 
seasonal basis then we should develop the means of conserving or preserving to 
take care of the surplus; where we import, we should learn to stock-pile our 
of necessity to meet the demands of the future. 


Should we fail to heed this timely warning and begin a serious and determined 
campaign of conservation for all of our resources, we may awake one morning 


and find ourselves inthe midst of famine or war. And having not prepared for 
the rainy day, we may all perish. 


CSO: 3400/1232 


59 








LIBERIA 


BRIEFS 


JUSTICE MINISTER ON RESIGNATION--Justice Minister Winston Tubman has said he 
has no intention of resigning as a result of the statement which the Head of 
State made last week concerning politically aspiring Government officials. 
Last week, in a speech receiving the Draft Constitution from the National Con- 
stitution Commission, the Head of State said that all Government officials who 
intend to run for political office when the ban on politics is lifted must re- 
sign their positions by April 30, 1983. "I do not intend to resign," the 
Minister said. [Excerpt] [Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 4 Apr 83 p 1] 


PRC NATIONAL IDENTIFICATION DECREE--Pursuant to the Decree promulgated by the 
People's Redemption Council in the City of Monrovia on the 10th day of Febru- 
ary, A.D. 1983, amending the Revenue and Finance Law of 1977 by including a 
new chapter 28, entitled "National Identification Card System," the entire 
public is hereby notified that the issuance of National Identification cards 
by the Ministry of Finance officially commenced on Wednesday, April 6, 1983. 
The following entities will be notified of their schedule by letter: All 
Government Ministries; The Lebanese Community of Liberia; the Indian Associa- 
tion of Liberia. The general public not listed in the categories above will 
be scheduled at a later date. Copies of the National Identification Card 
Registration Forms are also available for the general public. [Excerpt] 
{Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 7 Apr 83 p 3] 


KUWAIT DONATES OIL--The Government of Kuwait has donated 10,000 barrels of 
oil to the Liberian Government with its energy needs. The amount is equiva- 
lent to one-day supply for the country. According to a Foreign Ministry re- 
lease, the donation was made by the emir of Kuwait, his Highness Shaikh Jaber 
Al Ahmed Al-Jaber Al Sabah as a token of appreciation to the Head of State 
Doe for his effort in strengthening bilateral cooperation between the two 
nations. Based on the discussions held between Liberian Government and Kuwaiti 
officials, the Kuwaiti Petroleum Corporation has expressed it willingness to 
sell oil to Liberia. The corporation has also requested from the Government 
of Liberia a letter of credit which would be used as a guarantee for payment. 
The Government of Liberia is presently working out arrangements toward this 
direction, the release said. [Excerpt] [Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 


5 Apr 83 pp l, 6] 


CAPITAL RELOCATION STUDY--Plans for relocating the nation's capital have not 
been abandoned. In fact, a preliminary study is currently before the People's 
Redemption Council (PRC), outlining the manner and approach by which government 
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could go about the project. Matthews who is also director-general of the 
Cabinet, said the question of securing the necessary funding for the project 
has been “one in which we believe pose a number of practical problems at this 
particular time in our own coordination effort." He said the Committee is 
awaiting some slight improvement in government's financial picture after 

which "we will prevail on the Ministry of Finance to make the funding avail- 
able."" Matthews said that the idea of relocating the capital is by no means 
dead, "it is certainly not a new idea," he pointed out. [By Napoleon A. Teage] 
[Excerpts] [Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 4 Apr 83 pp 1, 6] 


MINISTER RETURNS FROM ITALY--Defense Minister Maj Gen Gray D. Allison returned 
home over the weekend at the head of a 3-man delegation from a week long visit 
to Milan, Italy. Other members of the delegation are army chief of staff 

Lt Gen Henri S. Dugba, and the special assistant to the minister, Mr (Albert 
Elton). A Defense Ministry release said Minister Allison and the delegation 
went to Italy at the invitation of the aeronautic (Maki) Company, a major 
manufacturer of military equipment. Minister Allison told Defense Ministry 
reporters that the visit was very fruitful. General Allison and party were 
welcomed at the Roberts International Airport by top military brass led by 
deputy defense minister for administration, Capt Anthony P. Togba. [Text] 
[AB250859 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 0655 GMT 25 Apr 83] 


CSO: 3400/1247 
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MADAGASCAR 


RESULTS OF ELECTIONS ANALYZED; EARLY RETURNS 


Incumbents Generally Prevail 
Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 19 Mar 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text] The two elections the country has just gone through within the last 
few days may not have been of equal importance, but they certainly taught 

us lessons to apply in future elections; if the most recent one did not stir 
up a great deal of political passion, responsibility rests primarily with 
the political advisers. The latter believed mistakenly that it would be 
enough to campaign in the period prior to the 27 February election. In 
reality, some of the political parties that entered the lists did not show 
Staying power between the two elections. 


Also, the 13 March election was one too many for some of the revolutionary 
movements. If we look, for example, at the fivondronana 

of Antananarivo, many people were astonished at the sudden show of strength 
by AKFM [Congress Party for Malagasy Independence] last Sunday at the polls, 
at that late surge that carried them over the top and caught the other 
parties short. That AKFM victory was taken as a warning by the other 
political groups, although people here and there hasten to add that it was a 
relatively mild warning. 


First of all, the great majority of voters who fulfilled their electoral 

duty on 13 March chose incumbents, except in a few places where past fokontany 
presidents were powerless against the rising generation as reflected in 
political groups such as MFM-MFT [Militants for the Establishment of a 
Proletarian Regime-Militants for the Realization of the Revolution] and, to 

a certain extent, in MONIMA-K [National Mcvement for the Independence of 
Madagascar-K] (the new version). Moreover, whatever may be the p»litical 
coloration of the community presidents elected at the grassroots level, it 
remains to be seen who will be calling the tunes. 


Doubtless dissension and wrangling will spring up within the party executive 
committees, whose members should in principle be putting their energy to 
implementing the president's initiatives, without however slavishly copying 
them at the level of fokontany administration. Nevertheless, in the wake 

of this campaign which did not fail to generate some animosity between the 
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various political factions, tensions seem to be abating little by little, and 
we are seeing the beginnings of a thaw which will above all benefit the 


people. 


In addition, the political parties showed an excess of naivete in the way 
they threw themselves into the campaigns. There are a number of ploys that 
cost nothing but would have been very profitable for their instigators. We 
will only mention two aspects of this "campaign salesmanship," practices 
which had some influence on a few of the undecided voters. For example, in 
the polling booths one noticed the ballots of a potential opponent ostensibly 
Scattered on the ground, a sight that is an invitation to do like the others, 
and many people fell for it. Here is another "gimmick" neglected by some 
candidates on election day: the continuous presence of the fokontany 
president at the entrance to the polling place, smiling all over, shaking 
hands with the voters. For the rest, we shall ignore what happened in some 
places between noon and one o'clock. These elections were both a training 
exercise and a general rehearsal for the upcoming elections. But have we 


really learned from them? 


First Results Reported 


Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 22 Mar 83 pp l, 2, 4 


[Text] At last we have the final results from three faritanies--Antananarivo, 
Antsiranana and Toamasina--in the 27 February fokontany executive committee 
elections. While still awaiting the publication of the rssults in the other 
three provinces, it is interesting to compare this year's election with the 


one held in March 1977. 


We note first of all that anly 5 of the political parties that fielded 
candidates in 1977 were still in the lists 6 years later, namely AREMA 
[Vanguard of the Malagasy Revolution], AKFM [Congress Party for Malagasy 
Independence], VITM [expansion unknown], MONIMA [National Movement for the 
Independence of Madagascar] and UDECMA [Malagasy Christian Democratic Union], 
and that the arrival on the scene of two new revolutionary movements, 
particularly the MFM [Militants for the Establishment of a Proletarian 
Regime], has somewhat changed the position of each of the political groups 
that were established following the election of VIP's in 1977. 


With regard to the faritany of Antananarivo--apart from the increase in the 
number of voters, from 1,060,690 to 1,366,124 in 1983, the number of fokon- 
tanfes was also slightly higher: 2,806 in 1977 and 2,834 at present. But 
most important is the loss or gain made by each party in the 7-year period. 


AREMA's loss of ground in the faritany of Antananarivo--it ceded 1,494 seats-- 
was in large part due to gains by MFM, which took 2,149 seats from the outset, 
and to the performance of VITM, which won 1,219 seats compared to 362 in 

1977. As for AKFM, it failed to improve its position, and in fact appeared 

to stay where it was: 4,557 seats in 1977 and 4,917 this year. This also 
seems to be true for MONIMA, which took 483 seats in the 27 February elec- 
tions and 386 in 1977. UDECMA succeeded in gaining 30 more seats (39 in 
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1977) but still ended up in last place; in fact, the VSM [MONIMA Socialist 
Group] of Maharanga took 72 seats. Concerning the rate of abstention from 
voting it was 12.45 percent 6 years ago and 20.47 percent this February, 
Showing a defection of the voters which we cannot explain here and on which 
we shall not comment. 


In the faritany of Antsiranana, one's first impression is the very high rate 
of abstention in comparison to the elections of March 1977: the number of 
those who failed to make their way to the polls nearly doubled. Only 13.33 
percent failed to vote 5 years ago, but the percentage was up to 27.54 

in February. Here again we noted some slippage by AREMA which benefited the 
other parties, but this decline is less clearcut than the one the party 
experienced in Antananarivo. Moreover, we note the performance of UDECMA, 
which did not get a single seat in 1977 and has now been awarded 12 seats; 
MFM, with its 347 seats; and VITM, with its lightning climb from 29 to 481 
seats. We also note the stagnation of MONIMA (16 seats in 1977 and 16 now) 
and the decline of AKFM, which had won 630 in 1977 and 607 in the most 
recent elections. As for AREMA, it still maintains its frontrunning position 
with 5,139 seats out of the 6,602 available, losing only 212 seats to its 
opponents in comparison with 1977. 


Turning finally to the faritany of Toamasina where 13,278 seats were con- 
tested, AREMA holds a commanding position, while the other 6 political groups 
are very far behind. In fact, the president's party, which had won 11,599 
seats in 1977 compared with 10,993 this year, does not seem at all upset by 
the performance of VITM, the MFM and AKFM, all of which made spectacular 
progress since the previous elections: the first, which did not hold a 
single seat in 1977, now has 886; the second now has 779; and the third has 
won 467 additional seats, a considerable improvement over its performance in 
1977, when it had only 25 seats. Like the two other faritanies, Toamasina 
also had a high rate of absenteeism. in i9// the percentage not voting was 
only 8.76, but this figure has now skyrocketed to 18.30 percent. In sun, 
this is a phenomenon which has spread dangerously throughout the country. 


9516 
CSO: 3419/738 


6h, 





MADAGASCAR 


LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS REPORTED 


AREMA in Lead 


Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 7 Apr 83 pp 1-2 


[Text] The latest results in from the election of members of the people's 
council of the firaisana [cantons] did not bring any noteworthy change in the 
classification of each political party as seen the day following the voting on 
3 April. The AREMA [Vanguard of the Malagasy Revolution] continues in the 

lead with 7,159 seats out of the 9,968 filled. The AKFM [Congress Party for 
Malagasy Independence], always a bridesmaid -- at least since 27 February -- 
does not seem to worry the leader at all. In addition, the fight for third 
place is being waged between the VITM [People's Movement for National Soli- 
darity] and the MFM [Militants for the Establishment of a Proletarian Regime]. 
The 4,847 abstainers noted at 1500 hours yesterday could surely have been the 
deciding factor between the two parties and could also have brought the laggers 
intc the mainstream, to wit, the MONIMA K [National Movement for the Indepen- 
dence of Madagascar], the VSM [MONIMA Socialist Group] of Makaranga and the 
UDECMA [Malagasy Christian Democratic Union]. Concerning the number of absten- 
tions, which is now 8.38 percent, the figure nearly corresponds to the scores 
of the MFM, the VSM and the UDECMA combined. 


Elections of People's Councils; Seats and Percentages Obtained by Parties 














Faritany AREMA AKFM VITM MFM VSM MONIMA K UDECMA 
[Admin. district] 
Antananarivo 1,893 809 178 308 4 63 4 
Antsiranana 912 90 66 48 - 4 - 
Fianarantsoa 1,819 129 165 189 - 10 1 
Toamasina 1,426 110 105 124 13 2 3 
Mahajanga 397 16 64 45 = 8 - 
Toliary 712 16 99 48 1 41 - 
Total 7,159 1,170 677 762 18 128 8 
71.81 Shera 6.79 7.€4 0.18 1.28 0.08 
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In addition, while the AREMA leads in the six faritany, by taking 71.81 per- 
cent of the seats to be filled, the AKFM is in second place in two: Antanana- 
rivo and Antsiranana, the VITM leads in Toliary and Mahajanga provinces, and 
finally, the MFM is ahead is the faritany of Toamasina and Fianarantsoa. The 
VSM in Maharanga seems to be gaining a lead over the UDECMA, especially in 
Toamasina Province, where the gap is greater. 


More Election Results 
Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 7 Apr 83 p 3 


[Excerpts] Since the presidents of the fokontany [village districts] are 
automatically members of the people's councils (see MADAGASCAR MATIN, 1 April 
1983), a few political parties have already had a substantial lead before the 
actual elections of the people's councils of the firaisana of 3 April. Conse- 
quently, the final results in the fivondronana [village] of Antananarivo under- 
went some changes, which may upset certain existing situations. 


By combining the number of presidents of the fokontany with that of the peo- 
ple's council members elected on Sunday, the final results are as follows in 
the six firaisana of Antananarivo: 


AKFM AREMA VITM MFM MONIMA K 





Firaisana I 50 37 7 21 10 
Firaisana II 26 18 1 8 9 
Firaisana III 51 19 3 12 8 
Firaisana IV 32 35 5 12 5 
Firaisana V 32 21 2 12 8 
Firaisana VI 42 14 7 5 5 
Total 233 144 25 70 45 
11,464 


CSO: 3419/796 
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MADAGASCAR 


END OF CMD MEETING REPORTED 
Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 30 Mar 83 pp 1-2 


[Text] The first regular session of the year of the Military Development 
Committee (CMD) concluded on Saturday at the Tsimbazaza Palace. For 12 days 

in a row, our "development soldiers" once again joined together to seek the 
means of speeding up the country's socioeconomic development process. In his 
closing address, Gen Edouard Rabeony expressed the satisfaction of the Develop- 
ment Committee, "mission accomplished," in short. 


While it is not totally appropriate, at such a ceremony, for the CMD to reveal 
all the details on the specific results of such a meeting, the president of 
the CMD nevertheless emphasized the spirit in which the session took place. 
Two committees were set up, the first in charge of planning the self-financing 
of the People's Armed Forces (FAP), which is totally logical, given the impor- 
tance of their place in the national budget. It is completely normal for them 
to try to be productive and even to finance themselves. The second committee 
has to do with their mission regarding public security. Decisions made during 
the committee meetings were submitted to the general assembly. They have not 


been made public. 


In his final speech, General Rabeony reported the following: On the one hand, 
the work of the two committees was done on time despite the relatively short 
period of time given to them. In addition, the work of the two committees was 
approved by the general assembly and will therefore be carried out. 


Mutual respect was the rule throughout committee meetings. General Rabeony 

was sensitive to this point. Solidarity is not an empty word, nor is the 
determination of every individual to promote national development, particularly 
during these difficult times. In keeping with the laws governing the CMD, 

its working meetings took place behind closed doors. Consequently, nothing has 
been made public, not even the results of the work. General Rabeony empha- 
sized the "spirit of familiarity" that reigned throughout the 7 days of the 
committee meetings as well as during the other 5 days during which that work 


was presented to the general assembly. 


11,464 
CSO: 3419/796 
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MADAGASCAR 


ARMED FORCES PARTICIPATING IN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 15 Mar 83 ppl, 8 


[Text] The annual working session of the Military Development Committee (CMD) 
is going on right now at Tsimbazaza. The official opening ceremonies were held 
yesterday morning. In attendance was Prime Minister Desire Rakotoarijaona, who 
4 | i ead for the occasion was wearing his Zandarimiampirenena colonel's 
uniform. 


The ceremonies were marked, as in previous years, by two major speeches, given 
in turn by General Edouard Rabeony, president of the CMD, and by the prime min- 
ister, Desire Rakotoarijaona, the personal representative of President Didier 


Ratsiraka to the ceremonies. 


Everyone nowadays knows the role played by the Peoples Armed Forces [FAP]. This 
year once again the CMD was given a certain [words missing], Rabeony noted yes- 
terday in this connection that the State Police Force is working in concert with 
the decentralized communities in order to coordinate effectively with the 
fokonolona, government agents, militants with the revolutionary movements, the 
judiciary...to curb the activities of the armed bandits, the "dahalo," whether 
operating in the towns--and they do!--or in the countryside. "The Revolutionary 
Charter,” he continued, "clearly says that to lower the crime rate we must edu- 
cate the citizenry. That will take a long time. The people need educators who 
understand them and their deeper aspirations." 


Objectives 


Since last September the FAP have been divided into a number of groups to deal 
with public security problems. It is thus hoped that the current meeting will 
be able to launch programs even more specifically focused on realizing the gov- 
ernment's economic objectives, which arer-need anyone be reminded?--so dear to 
the heart of President Didier Ratsiraka. Also, General Rabeony welcomed the 
two newcomers to the committee as well as the 13 others who were promoted to a 
higher rank for "their assiduous work." 


Defending Our Gains 


The head of government, Colonel Desire Rakotoarijaona, who spoke following in- 
troductory remarks by the meeting's host, General Edouard Rabeony, noted that 
the elections last 7 November had shown the people's desire to continue with 
the work of building socialism: "The FAP," said the head of government, "have 
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over the last 7 years shown their desire to work for revolutionary development, 
and above all their determination to defend the gains of the revolution, in 
accordance with the principles enunciated in the Red Book, the FAP are proving 
themselves willing helpers in the building of socialism and the defense of the 
fatherland, in all the branches of service: the Development Army, Air-Naval 
Forces and of course the State Police Force." 


The CMD has constantly made constructive proposals in the fields of public 
safety, produce collection, provisioning, road construction...and actively 
participated in them! In addition, a new action program has been drawn up 

with the help of the Development Army and OMIPRA [Agricultural Production Mili- 
tary Operation] to eliminate cattle theft. The Development Army is on the 

scene right now in Tsiroanomandidy, Besalampy, Befotaka, in Midongy, south of 
Bekily, etc...The countryside is being scoured right now. Teams are led by 
elements of the Army and the State Police. The National Police, for its part, 
is moving ahead with document verification, particularly on [highway] National 
7. The mobile forces of the fokonolona are participating actively in all these 
operations. Owners of bovines now have personal documents which they must carry 
with them at all times for inspections. These papers cover registration of pur- 


chase, inspections.... 


In his remarks yesterday the head of government recalled the firm determination 
of the revolutionary authority to do away with this national disgrace once and 
for all. We know in fact that President Didier Ratsiraka has personally given 
orders that every cattle thief caught in the act is to be taken to Nosy Lava 
prison. Some 550 million Malagasy francs have been allocated to the struggle 
against theft of bovine animals. This shows the seriousness with which the 
government henceforth intends to deal with this practice, which is beginning 
to victimize a large number of people. The head of government also relayed to 
the meeting a personal message of thanks from the head of state to all those 
near and far who are participating in this operation "to restore calm and pub- 
lic safety, which are essential to good productivity." 


In fact, speaking of production, we note that OMIPRA is responsible for devel- 
oping 100,000 hectares of rice-fields, a project which when complete will 
solve the problem of rice importation which is so badly draining our foreign 
exchange reserves. Developmental studies on 18,000 hectares are now complete. 
Seventeen hundred hectares have already gone into cultivation. Seventy-eight 
power shovels have been turned over to OMIPRA. More are expected. The engi- 
neering Light Brigade is working hard on road construction for the transport 
of produce (coffee, clove, vanilla...), which is indispensable, especially in 
terms of our foreign exchange earnings from exports. The Joint Economic Action 
Brigade, which includes elements of the FAP, continues to enforce the laws on 
»+eprices, cracking down on the black market. The Transport Regiment is also 


continuing with its work. 


Today the branches of the FAP are known for being "militant revolutionaries 
in uniform.'' The CMD, which is the fifth branch of government, is guarding 


the granary. 
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MALI 


DIALLO SEEKS TO EXPLAIN PARTY'S ROLE IN 5TH, 7TH REGIONS 
Bamako L'ESSOR in French 12-13 Mar 83 p 2 


[Text] As part of the policy of continuing contacts between the leadership 
and the masses called for by the First Regular Congress of the UDPM [Demo- 
cratic Union of Malian People], Mr Djibril Diallo, political secretary of the 
BEC [expansion unknown], has just made a tour of the 5th and 7th regions at 
the head of a party and governmental delegation that included Mr Sekou 
Minandiou Traore, deputy treasurer general of the BEC, Lieutenant Colonel 
Abdourahmane Maiga, the minister of the interior, and officials in the 
national directorates of [the departments of] stockraising, water resources 
and OAPM [Malian Agricultural Products Office]. 


The political secretary's mission, which was primarily concerned with the 
Struggle against the drought, was intended first of all to gain firsthand 
knowledge in the field of the effects of the drought and the rate at which 
those effects are accelerating, secondly to assess how the ad hoc bodies 
established to fight the phenomenon are functioning, and finally to evaluate 
the effectiveness of the political and administrative steps that have been 


taken to deal with the problem. 


On the scene, the delegation noted with satisfaction that the people had 
taken measures at their own level toe organize access of livestock to 
pasturage, the transhumance of herds and allocation of water to accommodate 
both domestic needs and the needs of livestock. 


But on the other hand Mr Djibril Diallo returned form his official conferences 
and party branch meeting with the impression that information about actions 
taken by the party and the government had not been perfectly assimilated. 

For example, with respect to donations, most officials are convinced that 
gifts from the international community must be distributed free of charge 


to the people. 


Now in fact these donations enter into the total picture of cereal production 
in Mali, and their sale is supposed to promote production as well as 
Stabilize consumer prices. These points were explained at length by Mr 
Djibril Diallo, and the militants fully assimilated them. 


The BEC political secretary also criticized an attitude which unfortunately - 
still persists, the “handout mentality" which consists in expecting 
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government and foreign aid to do everything. This attitude usually goes 
hand in hand with "excessive complaining," the tendency of some people to 
exaggerate the extent of the evils which afflict them in order to benefit 


from massive assistance. 


At every point along the way Mr Djibril Diallo unequivocally condemned such 
attitudes, and he did so in blunt terms. He also urged all the local 
officials to practice the same directness in speaking to the people, even 

if their condor should cost them their office. The technique certainly 
worked for the political secretary, since his listeners, though initially 
shocked by his words, finally came round to agree with him. One of his 
interlocutors, for example, [words mission] who remarked that if a person is 
determined to think of himself as "victimized" no matter what, he effectively 


becomes so, 


Mr Djibril Diallo laid special emphasis on the importance of the militant 
being properly aware of the country's problems. That is the only way he can 
make himself a link in the chain of national solidarity: he must concern 
himself with the destiny of the nation. "When we have succeeded in thus 
raising the consciousness of the militant," the political secretary said, "we 
will have taken many steps toward that collective awakening which is the sine 
qua non of positive, concerted action leading to economic and social take- 


-off." 


In conclusion, Mr Djibril Diallo praised the rapidity with which the political 
and administrative authorities have relayed information to the drought- 
stricken populations and the speed with which they have organized self-help 
drought defense measures at every level, frequently in an admirably coordi- 


nated manner. 


He then noted that the cereal reserves established in the [illegible] by the 
National Committee to Help Victims of the Drought and OPAM for current 
provisioning will, with some slight modifications, be adequate to cover needs 
that arise until the arrival of the contributions promised by the donor 

group. It should be noted that the government was able to respond quickly 
enough to the data from the 1982 agricultural season to take all the necessary 
steps to insure the provisioning of the populace as the first effects of the 
drought began to be felt. Mr Djibril Diallo nevertheless appealed to 

friendly organizations and countries to move more quickly to carry out their 


promised assistance. 


The political secretary also disclosed that a number of local and regional 
initiatives have been taken to organize the livestock market, access of 

herds to pasturage, and the transhumance cycle--initiatives which fit well 
with both traditional practices and the specific measures now being imple- 
mented (distribution of cottonseed, fodder for livestock). A prolonged 
educational campaign, he said, will be undertaken by political and administra- 
tive officials to convince people to reduce the size of their herds, in the 
twofold aim of tailoring the number of livestock to the capacity of the 
available pastureland and injecting the capital released by herd reduction 
into the monetary sector of the national economy. 
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On the subject of water resources, Mr Djibril Diallo conceded that several 
urgent steps still need to be taken. Im terms of party activity, in addi- 
tion to active branch participation in the resolution of many economic and 
social problems tied to the drought, it should be mentioned that the 

activities of some branches have developed smoothly and in accordance with 
the party line. On the subject of political reflection, Mr Djibril Diallo 
said the delegation explained to the political officials the importance of 
the work done at their level by the party reflection committees created by 


the Congress. 


"I think," said Mr Djibril Diallo, "that the message the party's secretary 
general asked us to relay to the militants was understood and appreciated-- 
the message, namely, that national solidarity will come to the aid of the 
victims of the drought, that all Malians will share what little they have 
so that together we can make it through this time of hardship, that the 
proper initiative must be shown at every level in organizing self-help 
measures to combat the drought, that international aid--albeit helpful--can 
only be a supplement to our own efforts, that we are not doomed to endure 
drought forever even if it has been a permanent fact of life in our country 
for more than a decade. 


"In reality, our knowledge and our know-how can and must make it possible 
for us to reorganize our productive activities and our society to better 
adapt ourselves to these new ecological conditions. To do this will 
obviously require national solidarity, individual and collective commitment 


and above all the will to succeed." 
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MAURITIUS 


NONALIGNED CONFERENCE DECLARATION ON CHAGOS SOVEREIGNTY 
Port Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT in French 11 Mar 83, pp 1, 4 


/Text/ Mauritius has just won an important diplomatic victory with the 
adoption by the policy committee of the non-aligned movement of a declaration 
proclaiming the sovereignty of Mauritius over the Chagos archipelago, which 
includes Diego Garcia. This is the first time that a conference of the non- 
aligned movement has recognized Mauritius’ sovereignty over Diego Garcia. 


The declaration was adopted yesterday morning and will be submitted to the 
full session of the summit to be ratified by the heads of state and government. 
The declaration states that the base installed on Diego Garcia constitutes a 
threat to the territorial integrity, the sovereignty and the peaceful 
development of other states. It calls for the return of Diego Garcia to the 
Maurician state as soon as possible. 


Here is the text of the declaration: "The heads of state or government 
particularly express their total support for Maurician sovereignty over the 
Chagos archipelago which includes Diego Garcia and which was detached from 
the territory of Mauritius by the former colonial power in 1965, contrary to 
resolutions 1514 and 2066 of the United Nations General Assembly. The 
installation and the reinforcement of the nuclear base at Diego Garcia have 
endangered the sovereignty, the territorial integrity and the peaceful 
development of Mauritius and of the other states. The heads of state and 
government call for the return of Diego Garcia to Mauritius as soon as 


possible." 


Jean-Claude de L'Estrac, minister of foreign affairs, tourism and emigration, 
who heads the Maurician delegation on the policy committee, held intense 
consultations with several heads of delegations in order to arrive at a 
consensus on this question. The other members of the Maurician delegation 
are Mrs Madun Gujadhur, R. Hongre and Mr Godurdhun, first secretary to 
Mauritius’ high commission in New Delhi. 
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MAURITIUS 


BERENGER DISCUSSES RAMGOOLAM ALLIANCE BID, ECONOMIC SITUATION 


Port Louis L"EXPRESS in French 15 Mar 83 pp 1, 7 


[Text] Aneerood Jugnauth told L'EXPRESS yesterday after- 
noon: "I haven't heard about that appeal. There is no 

use in asking me that question" ["Ca l'appel la mo pa ecoute. 
Initile vine pose moi question lor la.] Sixty hours after 
Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam's surprising invitation to form an 
SSR [Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam] alliance--Jugnauth, Boodhoo, 
Boolell--this was the first reported reaction by the prime 
minister. 


Minister of Finance Paul Berenger regarded this appeal by 
Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam as a sign of weakness and 
unworthy to be addressed to a man such as Aneerood Jugnauth. 


Harish Boodhoo, deputy prime minister and leader of the 
Mauritian Socialist Party (PSM), who had called the 
national press to Belle-Terre for a press conference 
Thursday, refused to make any statement. It is known that 
Sir Gaetan Duval, leader of the Mauritian Social Democratic 
Party (PMSD), thinks that "a broad alliance is necessary 
against the thoughtless people currently leading us." 
Satcam Boolell, leader of the Mauritian Patriotic Movement, 


is out of the country currently. 


L'EXPRESS tried in vain all yesterday to contact the prime minister to get 
his comments on Sir Seewoosagur's invitation. The prime minister's office 


said he was unavailable and very busy. 


It was only yesterday afternoon, as he was leaving a government building to 
enter his car, that L'EXPRESS was able to obtain an interview with him 


lasting about a minute. 


L'EXPRESS: Mr Prime Minister, we would like to ask you several questions. 
Could we see you for a few minutes, even at your house, this afternoon? 


A.J.: I am very busy, I have to leave. That will not be possible. What 
do you want to ask me about? 
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L'EXPRESS: About the appeal to you by the former prime minister, Sir 
Seewoosagur, at his meeting on Saturday. 


A.J.: I haven't heard about that appeal. There is no use in asking me that 
question. [Ca l'appel la mo na pa ecoute. Initile vine pose moi question 


lor la.] 


Mr Boodhoo escaped by saying: "I have no statement to make for the moment, 
particularly to L'EXPRESS, whose political and social sympathies are well 
known after the two latest political crises in October and January." 


Yesterday morning, Mr Boodhoo refused to speak to the L'EXPRESS reporter on 
the phone. 


The paper's reporter had yesterday afternoon asked him three questions at 
his home--the questions to which the public has been waiting for answers 
since Saturday morning" a) What do you think about SSR's appeal to you to 
join a grand alliance? b) Are you going to answer him? c) What are you 
going to answer? 


However, Minister of Finance Berenger did agree to answer the questions of 
L'EXPRESS. 


The following is the interview: 


Question: Mr Berenger, what do you think about this appeal by Sir Seewoosagur 
Ramgoolam for a grand alliance composed of Aneerood Jugnauth, Harish Boodhoo, 
Sir Satcam Boolell and Sir Gaetan Duval that he made at a meeting at Triolet 


on Saturday morning? 


Answer: That is obviously a clear sign of weakness. What is shocking, on 
the other hand, is seeing SSR extend his hand to Duval when this same Duval, 
in a special issue of a daily paper, dared to say that he was right in 
opposing independence in 1967. When, despite all we know and all that has 
happened, we have SSR, in company of the same Jagatsingh, Ringadoo and other 
'"Moorbas," offering their hand to Boolell and Duval, and daring to mention 
Harish Boodhoo and Aneerood Jugnauth, that is a clear sing of weakness. 


Appeals of distress like this will not save taose whom history has already 
condemned. It is an insult to a man like Aneerood Jugnauth to try to put 
him in the same basket with people like Boolell, Duval and others. 


Question: In a communique issued on Tuesday, the PSM Central Committee, 
Executive and Political Bureau among other things called for the sugar 
industry to repay the 57 million rupees of exemptions on the export duty 
granted to it under the last budget. What is your opinion about this? 


Answer: As you may already know, the cabinet this morning (yesterday morning), 
with two out of the three PSM ministers present--Harish Boodhoo was absent 
for health reasons--approved the Letter of Intent that we will send to the 
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IMF and the Statement of Economic Policy that will go to the World Bank. 
We then discussed the constraints that the conditions in the two documents 


will impose on the 1983-1984 budget. 


In the course of our discussion, reference was certainly made to the content 
of that communique concerning the export duty on sugar, the government's 
policy toward South Africa, and the relations between Air Mauritius and 


South African Airways. 


In regard to the export duty, the PSM ministers categorically stated that 

it was not a matter of the PSM putting pressure on the government to have 

the sugar industry repay the 57 million rupees, which would moreover violate 
one of the conditions set by the World Bank, and only a matter of the PSM, as 
a party, presenting arguments on the issue to the investigation commission 


on the sugar industry. 


Question: And what about our relations with South Africa and between South 
African Airways and Air Mauritius? 


Answer: Everyone agrees that the government must do everything it can to 
reduce Mauritius’ dependence on South Africa and South African Airways. 
However, everyone, including the PSM ministers, is at the same time aware of 
how limited our room is to maneuver. 


Question: Has not the PSM also urged that the private sector, and the sugar 
industry in particular, not benefit from new financial concessions in 


1983-1984? 


Answer: I would emphasize only that the discussion continued this morning, 
and that between now and June, in the cabinet first, but afterward among 
the deputies, then the unions and the people in general, the debate will 
become more thorough and all aspects of the 1983-1984 budget will be examined. 


Question: What is your current analysis and evaluation of the resistance 
to your economic policy at the ministerial, parlimentary and public levels? 


Answer: I repeat what we have already said: All of us in the government 
would have liked to present a 1983-1984 budget that would have pleased every- 
one, starting with salaries and not forgetting the unemployed. I repeat 

that unfortunately our hands are tied by the conditions of the World Bank 

and the IMF, which we do not have the means to escape. The truth is that the 
1983-1984 budget will be a difficult one. 


At the cabinet level, I observed again this morning that we are on the same 
wavelength. On the parliamentary level, we have kept them as well-informed 
as possible and will increase the frequency of consultation meetings. On the 
public level, I emphasize that there have been several consultation meetings, 
with the trade unions in particular, and we are presenting the whole truth 

to the public in general. It will not be easy, but the reality is the 
reality and the economic facts remain stubborn. 
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MAURITIUS 


BRIEFS 


SUGAR INDUSTRY FAVORS NATIONALIZATION--The Sugar Industry Labourers Union 
(SILU) and the Union of Artisans of the Sugar Industry (UASI), in a memorandum 
submitted to the commission of inquiry on the sugar industry, calls for the 
complete nationalization of this sector and all its activities in the interest 
of the country. Only the complete nationalization of the sugar industry will 
be able to reduce the country's total dependence on sugar, thus opening the 
way for a national policy of self-reliance through agricultural and industrial 
diversification. After nationalization, the sugar properties and the 
factories are to be managed by the workers, the planters and the government. 

A sugar authority is to be appointed to coordinate the activities of this 
industry in Mauritius as well as_abroad. /Excerpt/ /Port Louis LE NOUVEAU 
MILITANT in French 11 Mar 83 p 1/ 9895 


AUSTERITY MEASURES--Statement of Economic Policy: "The choice the government 
had to make in the context of the economic recovery program was between 
long-term corrective measures that have to be taken now to restore the 
economic equilibrium, and just letting things go in the consumption area 

with the long-term risk that the Mauritian economy might not be able to meet 
its food and energy bills. The government has chosen the first alternative 
for the period 1983 to 1985." [Text] [Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 16 


Mar 83 p 1] 9920 


ETHANOL PRODUCTION--The Beau-Plan distillery is in a position to double its 
capacity, which is presently 6 to 7 million liters of alcohol per year, in 
order to produce ethanol. No major investment will be required for this new 
operation. It will suffice for the distillery to modify its structrre 
slightly and to add some new equipment, the cost of which will not be high. 
This is what Mr J. R. Harel, the director, explained to Mr Dragoslav 
Avramovic, president of the commission of inquiry on the sugar industry, 
during the latter's visit to Beau-Plan yesterday afternoon. /Text/ /Port 
Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 18 Mar 83 pp 1, 4/ 9895 
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PRC FINANCES TWO PROJECTS--During the course of this month, construction 
work will begin on an exposition hall at Belle Vue Farm at Albion and on 
entomological laboratory at Reduit. The total construction cost of the two 
buildings will come to Rs 1.8 million, and the government of the People's 
Republic of China has agreed to release a sum of Rs 1.2 million to finance 
these two projects. The Development Works Corporation will proceed to build 
the exposition hall. The laboratory construction has been undertaken by 

the Ministr’’ of Agriculture. The plans for the two buildings are in the 
process of being completet and will soon be submirted to the Ministry of 
Public Works for approval. In the affected circles, it is stressed that the 
two projects will be finished within a 10-month period and will be operational 
at the beginning of January. A committee chaired by Mr. J. Monty, principal 
agricultural officer of the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and 
Fishing, has just been organized for the purpose of seeing that the work runs 
smoothly. It is composed of representatives of the Ministry of Fi 
Public Works, the DWC and the embassy of the People's Republic o 
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/Text/ /Port Louis ADVANCE in French 7 Mar 83 pp 1, 4/ 9895 


CSO: 3419/766 














MOZAMBIQUE 


SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS ON AFRICAN ISSUES 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 13, 16 Mar 83 


(Interview with Valeriano Ferrao by Aguiar dos Santos, in Maputo; date not specified] 
[13 Mar 83, p 14] 


[Text] "You are the Angolan friends? Come in, make yourselves at home, without 
ceremony." Early on a Monday afternoon we are received on the first floor of an 
old building used as a general heqdquarters for the colonial Air Force, in the upper 
section of Maputo, by the Mozambican Secretary of State Valeriano Ferrao. 


A veteran leader of the anticolonial struggle who exchanged engineering for diplo- 
macy, the individual facing us is a "hired" diplomat, devoid of formalism, who 
analyzes phenomena with realism and a sense of history. 


OAU, Namibia, Eritrea, the Nonaligned, "Lome III" and SADCC are some of the (many) 
heated issues in a lengthy interview which the "number two man" in Mozambican 
diplomacy granted to the Angolan press correspondents. 


[Question] To what factors do you attribute the failure of the recent OAU summit, 
and how can the present stzlemate be surmounted? 


[Answer] With regard to the holding of the OAU (Organization of African Unity) 
summic, we must say, in the first place, that the People's Republic of Mozambique 
was and still is an advocate of maintaining the Organization of African Unity, an 
instrument which has been useful, extremely useful, to all of Africa, particularly 
from the standpoint of the political liberation of peoples dominated by colonialism, 
as in the case of our two nations, the Angolan and Mozambican, and the nations of 
Guine-Bissau, Cape Verde and Sao Tome. Even now, OAU is still useful, in this 
area, for the struggle of the people of Namibia and South Africa. 


The continent's liberation struggle is approaching its end and so that initial 
nature that OAU had is beginning its deflation, so to speak, and it is embarking 


on a new chapter, namely, the continent's economic liberation. 


The imperialists are quite well aware that this instrument has been extremely use- 
ful and extremely efficacious in the liberation struggle against colonialism, and 


(9 








they know the danger which the African continent's economic liberation represents 
for their interests. So, they are concerned with undermining this instrument, 
changing it or, if possible, eliminating it completely. 


To that end, they have engaged in this entire series of maneuvers which we have 
witnessed, culminating in these two attempts at summit meeting failures, using the 
most diversified methods: on the one hand, intervention in countries which they 

have threatened economically, or even among those with which they have very strong 
ties, so that the summit would not be held; and, on the other hand, also using 
disputes that exist on our continent, which could bring certain countries, such as 
Morocco, into conflict. I am referring in particular to the case of Western Sahara. 
When this phase had been surmounted, thanks to the wisdom of the Saharan leaders, 

who voluntarily decided not to participate, so as to prevent OAU from being dissolved, 
they found other arguments, such as the situation of Chad, in this latest attempt. 


However, we think that this summit will take place, because OAU will be maintained. 
No one wants to be accused of having brought about the disintegration of our Organi- 
zation of African Unity. How can this imbroglio, this stalemate, be overcome? I 
would say that the wisdom of our heads of state, and our heads of government, will 
find a way of overcoming these minor differences which have been cropping up. For 
this purpose, a great effort must be expended; this is why are are all in OAU! 


OAU 


[Question] Mr Secretary, do you share the view of certain African capitals claiming 
that OAU might be disintegrated and its members divided into two political schools: 


one "moderate" and another "progressive"? 


[Answer] As for the disintegration of OAU, which would give rise to one "progressive" 
OAU and another "moderate" one, we think that this would be one of the greatest 
mistakes. It may possibly be in the imperialists’ interest to bipolarize the African 
countries, because then there would not be such unity. In other words, we are 51 
independent countries in Africa, we are the strongest bloc in any of the internation- 
al organizations, such as the United Nations and the Nonaligned (not to mention other 
entities, such as the group of "77"); and if the imperialists should succeed in 
dividing our organization, it would be a great victory for them! 


We do not think that such a disintegration should occur; it is not in our interest, 
that of us African peoples, that this should be carried out. The interest of the 
African peoples, of all peoples, is the same: All peoples want to be free, want to 
be independent, and want to be the masters of their own destiny. You may ask any 
people, any country, and they will say this precisely. So wherein lies the reason 
for this disintegration? It is obvious that some countries are pursuing an indepen- 
dent policy, a totally independent one; while others have not yet succeeded in gain- 
ing the strength to enable them to be totally independent. They are still controlled 
by neocolonialist interests, but if they could they would become really independent. 


Namibia 


[Question] What result might a probable splitting of OAU entail for the struggle of 
the Namibian and South African peoples? 








[Answer] I would say that it would lead to a certain amount of delay. But I would 
also tell you one thing: When people want to battle, they win. The independence of 
Namibia, like the independence of our two countries, has depended essentially on 

our peoples; because, despite all the backing from abroad, if our peoples were not 
totally involved, there would be no victory. Hence, it depends more on the people 

of Namibia; it depends primarily on SWAPO [South-West African People's Organization}. 


[Question] What comment would you care to make regarding the statements of a certain 
African leader, when he claimed that the last Franco-African summit meeting at 
Kinshasa, in which Mozambique participated, was a disguised type of French neo- 
colonialism? 


France 


[Answer] Some circles have actually considered these Franco-African summit meetings 
to be disguised French neocolonialism. I might agree to this if there were in France 
a regime such as existed during certain periods of its history. 


At present, with President Mitterrand's regime, wherein the Socialist Party is in 
power, we think (and it was for this reason that we participated for the first time) 
that France has adopted a new policy with respect to the African countries, and, even 
more generally, with respect to the nations of the entire world. 


We think that France is making an effort to find new paths, and one of those paths 

is the Franco-African summit. It is not an institutionalized organization; the 
governments participating are completely free. They exchange views, and ties are 
being created which will afford this cooperation on a new basis; to the extent that, 
at this latest summit meeting in Kinshasa (in which I participated personally), we 
found that, with the position that President Mitterrand assumed in his opening speech, 
some countries really felt confused. They were used to the previous system and now 

a new stance was appearing. They were confounded. Hence, there were some doubts as 
to what France wanted. Perhaps some of them still need daddy (laughter) to take them 
by the hand and lead them up front (laughter). And now daddy is telling them that 
they must walk alone (laughter). This is the problen. 


Eritrea 


[Question] In addition to the problems in Chad and Sahara, another factor for divi- 
sion in Africa is Eritrea. Do you favor a negotiated solution to the conflict that 
has brought the Eritrean liberation movements and the Ethiopian Government into 


confrontation? 


[Answer] Eritrea's problem is really a complicated problem; because, in fact, there 
was a time during Emperor Selassie's regime when Eritrea triggered a very serious 
battle, and we had complete sympathy for Eritrea's liberation movement. 


Now, with the progressive regime that is in power in Ethiopia, we think that a 
solution should be found; and the solution should be political, not military. The 
two sides will have to find this sort of political "modus vivendi." 
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'"MNR' 


[Question] According to certain Western sources, the name National Resistance Move- 
ment, "MNR,'’ in addition to the backing received from South Africa, is also being 
supported by other countries neighboring Mozambique. Is there any truth in such 


opinions? 


[Answer] "MNR" is essentially a creation of South Africa, which has countless bases 
along our border: training bases for these terrorists, these bandits who have been 
directly infiltrated through their own means; in other words, by land, across the 
common border that we have, or by air, using planes and helicopters, or by sea, 
landing equipment and men along the coast. 


We have 3,000 kilometers of coast, but we have no navy, nor do we monitor a single 
kilometer of coastline. So the South Africans can land where and when they wish. 


However, to claim that there are African countries involved, we do not believe that, 
nor do we wish to believe it. The South Africans may possibly use or create that 
impression just to influence the poor relations with those neighbors. 


To put it more clearly: which would be the countries where the ''MNR" groups might 
have a base? In Tanzania? It is impossible. That was our number one base during 


the struggle. 


[Question] Mention is made of..... 


[Answer] Malawi was a country which never backed us during the struggle. On the 


contrary, it even has an ambassador in Portugal and a consul-general in Mozambique. 
However, since our independence we have had no problem continuing to keep our ports 
and railroads open to serve Malawi, which is a country without ocean borders. 
Therefore, although we xnow that Malawi has had that kind of past, the one thing 
does not automatically imply the other. 


level with the Malawi autho- 


We have already had several meetings on the government 
vet have 


rities, and there is an Embassy of Malawi here in Mozambique. We do not 
an embassy in Lilongwe, but perhaps in the near future we may open one. 
The Malawi Government has already notified us that, in the event that Mozambique 
should have information of this type, it would be ready to cooperate in defeating 
and capturing this kind of bandit possibly residing in its territory. 


Of course, I tell you frankly (you know Africa as well as I), we have 1,400 kilo- 
meters of border with Malawi, as well as areas with the same ethnic group. There 
are regions where we know that the border is there, but it may often happen that 

a group crosses to the other side; but certainly not, we say, with the knowledge 

of the Malawi Government. 


Zambia or Zimbabwe? They are countries which are totally on our side. Swaziland 
is one which might possibly (I would not say support) serve as 
unbeknownst to the Swazi Government. But, even so, in view of the excellent 
relations that we have with that country, we do not think that there could be any 
backing from Swaziland in connection with the "MNR" groups. 


a springboard, 











However, there has been a great deal of speculation abroad because, for example, 
in Zambezia Province (it is a province that has a border with Malawi), there are 
armed groups. And people may wonder: how is it possible for an armed group to 
leave South Africa in order to fight in Zambezia? It is what I said before: The 
logistical support from South Africa is extremely extensive in airplanes, helicop- 
ters, etc. Often, our soldiers arrive at the bases, see the helicopters and lack 
powerful weapons for attacking. Our Air Force is just now beginning, and they can 
violate our territory almost with impunity. 


At the present time, there are armed bandits in six provinces. But we have recently 
had major success, which the South African press and radio itself has reported, and 
which leads us to believe that we are well on the way toward defeating the armed 


bandits. 


Cooperation 


[Question] The desire expressed by Mozambique to cooperate in the military area with 
two NATO countries, namely, Portugal and Great Britain, has evoked different inter- 
pretations internationally. Some Western sources have spoken of "openness to the 
West,'' and there some who speculate that the Mozambican decision may have caused 
apprehension in certain capitals with which your country also maintains military 
cooperation. I would like to invite you to comment on these views. 


[Answer] The military cooperation with Portugal (we have no cooperation with Great 
Britain) is a question that several countries, specifically Western ones, have 
brought up: How is this possible if Mozambique has a treaty of friendship with the 
Soviet Union? Wouldn't this entail problems with the Soviet Union? 


We say no. The treaty of friendship with the Soviet Union does not state that Mozam- 
bique is forbidden to maintain military alliances, or military cooperation with other 
countries. That would be a clause that we would never accept. We are an independent 
country, we are a country which decides here in Maputo what we must do for the good 


of our people. 


We have cooperation with Portugal, just as w2 migh: with any other country. In the 
realm of economic cooperation particularly, [ can tell you that we have very exten- 
sive cooperation with France, Italy, the Netherlands, all the Scandinavian countries, 
Great Britain itself, Brazil, and the Socialist countries, as well as other African 


countries. 


And those options have been taken here in Maputo; they are not contingent on anyone 
in any respect. Otherwise, would we not have fought to emerge from one kind of 
domination and succumbed to another? 


Portugal, in particular, after the defeat that it suffered in 1974, left here 
countless military materiel and equipment, which would be too expensive for it 
to take back. It is equipment that we should use, and they could guarantee the 
maintenance and repair of this materiel. And Portugal is willing to cooperate in 


this respect. 








Actually, they have even already offered us certain equipment, including weapons, 
which we are using in the battle against the armed bandits. 


Enemies 


[Question] Could those acts of cooperation be interpreted as a reinforcement of 
the country's nonalignment policy? 


[Answer] It is precisely our nonalignment policy that has prompted us to have this 
cooperation and friendship with all countries, regardless of their political, 
economic and social systems. And we have had the best relations since the time of 
armed struggle; not with Portugal, for clear and obvious reasons. But, since inde- 
pendence, there has always been a desire on the part of our government to maintain 
ties with the Portuguese people. And if there was ever an obstacle, it was certain- 
ly not on the part of the People's Republic of Mozambique. However, we can now say 
that we are on the path of candid relations of openness and solidarity, that enable 
us to anticipate major progress in cooperation. 


There are enemies who do not want this cooperation to progress and so, recently, 
quite recently, there appeared in a satirical newspaper (it is not called a news- 
paper, but it is nevertheless a satirical paper) published in Johannesburg and 
entitled CENTURY, an article disclosing an alleged bribery on the part of the 
People's Republic of Mozambique of high-ranking Portuguese personages, including 
the prime minister himself, government ministers and journalists, considered to 
be simply ridiculous. 


[If we are, in our own country, so stringent about the moral area, and that of inte- 
grity and corruption, would we not be all the more so abroad, with friendly coun- 
tries? Now our press responded; you must surely have seen in the newspaper the 
statement made by a spokesmen for our government replying to that allegedly secret 
report. When they publish a report that they call secret, it is because they no 
longer have anything that is secret (laughter). 
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[Text] "South Africa is doing everything to destroy and to annihilate the solidari- 
ty among the SADCC [Southern African Development Coordination Conference! countries, 
so that our countries will continue to depend on its economic system," claims the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Mozambique, Valeriano Ferrao. 


In this second part of the lengthy interview that he granted to the Angolan press 
correspondents, the Mozambican diplomat reviews the relations between his country 
and the United States, and the differences among the nonaligned countries, as well 
as condemning the reactivation of relations between certain African capitals and 

Israel, and accepting a "Lancaster House” type solution for the Namibian conflict. 











[Question] Following the visits made to Mozambique by President Ramalho Eanes and 
Prime Minister Pinto Balsemao, the relations between Maputo and Lisbon took on a 
new impetus. However, certain Portuguese political forces, including the Communist 
Party, have accused the Lisbon chief executive of acting as a springboard for the 
penetration of neocolonialism into Mozambique. 


[Answer] It is the problem of independence, as I mentioned earlier. The progress of 
our relations with Portugal experienced a new impetus quite recently, earlier than 

2 years ago. But, again, it was not so much because Mozambique did not wish to 
develop these relations until now. Mozambique has always wanted to develop these 
relations, and if there were obstacles, they were on the other side, the Portuguese 
Side. But, fortunately, these obstacles have been surmounted. 


Now, is this grounds for claiming that Portugal might act as a springboard for neo- 
colonialism? Well, I would say that there may be an attempt by third powers to 
use Portugal for that purpose. 


But that shows total ignorance of our real situation in Mozambique, of the party 
leadership, of the government and of our principles. 


[Question] Since the discovery, about 2 years ago, in Maputo, of a CIA "plot" which 
led to the expulsion of some American diplomats, several Americans have been in 
Mozambique; and this has been interpreted as a sign of improved relations between 
the two countries. What is the current status of the relations between Maputo and 


Washington? 


[Answer] They are improving, they are improving immensely. The fact is that the 
American government (I don't know whether this view is still shared) sees everything 


from the standpoint of the East/West struggle. 


We have had a less good phase, when there was a series of statements that we were a 
Soviet satellite. It is clear to us: When the Mozambican people decided to rise 

up in arms against Portuguese colonialism, I don't know of any individual of Soviet 
nationality who whispered into the ears of our leaders: "Look, take up weapons and 


fight against Portuguese colonialism." 


No, we begar. the struggle and, later, when the Soviet leaders decided to support 
us (they granted us mateirial and financial aid), we reinforced our struggle further 


still. And we are grateful for that support. 


Now viewing everything with the East/West logic is a mistake. I have the impression 
that the American State Department is reconsidering this view, and we already have 
had a series of discussions to analyze our respective policies. Minister Chissano 
has already held a meeting with Secretary of State Shultz during the UN General 
Assembly. Several delegations from the State Department have come here, and we can 
say that the relations are improving. 


If we wanted to go further in our own FRELIMO Party program, it is stipulated in 
our Constitution that we can maintain relations based on cooperation and friendship 
with all countries and all peoples, regardless of their political and economic 


systems. 
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And we have also cooperated with the United States, so long as that cooperation 
serves our interests, and so long as that cooperation is dictated by us, in the 
areas of concern to us. It may be that the United States has other interests, 
saying no, that instead of developing peanut cultivation it would be better for 

you to develop cotton cultivation. We say no (laughter); peanuts are what we want 
to eat, for our nutrition. Therefore, we are the ones to decide, and the American 
government will cooperate with us if it wishes. If it does not wish to do so, then 


patience.... 


Nonalignment 


[Question] Over 20 years have elapsed since the creation of the Movement of Non- 
aligned Countries, and despite this one still notices different positions assumed 
and different views of nonalignment upheld. Some member nations claim that the 
movement should maintain a policy equidistant from the military blocs and both 
superpowers, while others consider it a natural ally of the Socialist countries. 
What is Mozambique's definitive position? 


[Answer] This problem of equidistance entails putting the imperialist enemy and the 
Socialist countries on an equal footing, so to speak. We are quite well aware that 
if there is an enemy of peoples it is imperialism, and it has never been the Social- 


ist countries. 


We are totally opposed to the policy of equidistance, wherein the nonaligned coun- 
tries would be present merely to serve as a fulcrum for balance. Our definition of 
nonalignment is that it is a force for the liberation of peoples, for the mainten- 
ance of peace and for the elimination of war. It is, after all, a force for combat- 
img all the ills that oppress peoples; in a word, for combating imperialism. 


This does not mean that we would accept bases of other countries on our territory 
to combat imperialism; because one of the principles of nonalignment is, precisely, 


not belonging to military blocs. 


However, we can demonstrate that there are many countries which are members of the 
movement and which, though not Socialist, maintain a policy of independence and 
of combating all types of exploitation and oppression. 


foreign Bases 
[Question] Has Mozambique ever been urged to install foreign bases on its territory? 


[Answer] Never, never. We would not accept it, we would not accept it. I don't 
know whether you are referring to the rumors that were circulating, in 1977 if I'm 
not mistaken, to the effect that there was a Soviet base on the island of Bazerute, 
located about 600-700 kilometers north of Maputo, and that Mozambique had granted 
facilities for a Soviet naval base. 


It is a group of very lovely islands for tourism. At the time, our Minister Chis- 
sano took the entire diplomatic corps there at the end of the year, and they were 
able to tour alone, in a group or however they wished, throughout the entire area, 
looking for Soviets (laughter). Finally...unfortunately (laughter), those who had 
claimed that presence did not find a single Soviet. 








But this is quite clear at present. I have the impression that all the countries 
with which we have relations and which are accredited in Mozambique have a clear 
view of this matter. 


[Question] Could not the differences among certain nonaligned countries, bringing 
them into confrontation, contribute to their weakness in the international arena, 
and prevent the implementation of the principles that you cited previously? 


[Answer] That would certainly be possible, if we examined that side; but we are 
advocates of the other side: not the differences, but rather what brings us closer 
together. Now, we have noted that what brings us closer together is often more 
important than what separates us. 


We shall put it thusly: If all of us have it clearly in mind that we must not belong 
to military blocs, that is a far more important principle than thinking that the 
movement is blocked because of the Chad problem. In other words, it is not very 
logical. Therefore, we shall seek what brings us closer together, reinforcing that 
element, and not seeking what separates us. 


The imperialists can and certainly will try their maneuvers to divide the movement, 
but they will not gain anything! 


Angola 


[Question] Dr Perez de Cuellar, the UN secretary general, recently remarked that 
the situation in Namibia has reached a point where only political perseverance and 
a willingness for concessions among the so-called concerned parties could overcome 
the present stalemate. Angola appears to have taken that direction by agreeing, 
for the second time, to maintain contacts with a South African delegation, seeking 
peace in Southern Africa. However, we know that elements alien to UN Resolution 
435/78 were introduced by the U.S., demanding the withdrawal of Cuban troops from 
Angola. Mr Secretary, are you optimistic about the possibility of a solution to 
the Namibian conflict during the course of this year? 


[Answer] Regarding the problem of Namibia and the negotiations, we totally support 
Resolution 435 which, moreover, we were not the ones to propose. We were not the 
ones who proposed 435 or the United Nations program (formation of UNTAG [United 
Nations Transition Assistance Group], etc.); it was the "Contact Group," and we 


agreed. 


I mean us, the "Front Line" countries, SWAPO itself and, especially, the People's 
Republic of Angola, which is suffering directly the consequences of its internation- 
alist support for the people of Namibia. 


The Cubans are not in Angola on account of the independence of Namibia or on account 
of the colonial domination of Namibia. The Cubans are in Angola because there was 
an invasion, a South African attack upon the RPA's territorial integrity and sove- 


reignty. 


Apparently, some people forget this fact; and now, as we are discussing this, nearly 
2 years later, the South Africans occupy a large part of Angolan territory, and no 
one talks about that. No one talks about this point, which is the essential point! 


87 











[Question] This apparently does not concern certain Western capitals very much.... 


[Answer] There it is. There was a very insidious maneuver to make people forget 
this main point, on account of another point which I would call secondary, and 
which is a result of the main point. 


There was a South African invasion and, as a result of this, the RPA requested help 
from the Republic of Cuba, which granted it. The cause, therefore, was the South 
African invasion. Now, they are trying to say that, for the South Africans to 
leave Namibia, the Cubans must leave Angola! No, that is not the point. The 

ones who must leave (noone has to give lessons to Angola) are the South Africans. 
It is they who are the invaders, it is they who are the aggressors! 


We who are involved in the negotiations also know that the RPA itself, and SWAPO 
itself, have already yielded on countless points, as part of the spirit of creating 
conditions that would allow for Namibia's independence. Hence, not long ago, all 
that was necessary to say was: All right, we Namibians do not really want to be 
independent, let the South Africans stay here (laughter), let their troops remain 
here, let your administrators remain here....all that wis necessary to say was this, 
for Namibia to be independent as they wanted.... 


[Question] In view of the present stalemate in the talks to solve lJanibia's problem, 
do you think that a "Lancaster House" type solution, which led to the independence 
of what was then Rhodesia, might be applicable for that territory? 


[Answer] If a "Lancaster House" type conference could lead to Namibia's independence, 
I don't see what the obstacles would be. The only thing that must be made clear is 
that Namibia has to be independent, SWAPO is the one representing the people of 
Namibia and it is the one that must be there to represent the interests of the Nami- 
bian people. It is not the Angolans who represent the interests of the people of 
Namibia; it is SWAPO. That must be made clear, particularly in the minds of the 
South Africans, and the minds of the imperialists! 


Israel 


[Guestion] At a time when the countries of Southern Africa are seeking peace in 
the region, a country neighboring Angola has just signed military agreements with 
Israel, which has on several occasions been accused of backing Pretoria in the 
destabilization of the bordering countries.... 


[Answer] There was a decision among the African countries to break off with Israel 
so long as it occupied the Arab territories; and, in particular, one of those 

countries was the Arab Republic of Egypt which, after its agreements with Israel, 
apparently managed to recover, if not all, at least a large portionof its territo- 


ries. 


But there are other Arab countries which still have their territories occupied, as 
in the case of Jordan and Syria. And we have solidarity with these countries; we 
still support the OAU decision not to resume relations with Israel until the prob- 
lems relating to the unconditional return of the occupiec Arab territories have been 
solved. 














Point two is, essentially. that Israel has no right to be a state, as such, because 
the territory of Israel is the property of the Palestinian people. We totally 
support the claims of the Palestinian people, headed by the PLO, and we acknowledge 
their inalienable right to establish their own state, as is their desire. 


Of course, if the government of the Republic of Zaire thinks that it should sign an 
agreement with that country, namely, Israel, it is the responsibility of that 
government. We have nothing to decide on behalf of others! 


"Lome III' 


[Question] Mozambique recently expressed its desire to participate in the negotia- 
tions aimed at updating the Lome Convention. Do you admit that the RPM will subse- 


quently sign this agreement? 


[Answer] Yes, as a matter of fact Mozambique will be participating in the discuss- 
ions on the future convention. I don't know whether they will take place in Lome 
(Togo), calling it "Lome III"; it has not yet been completely decided where the 
site of the discussions will be. 


Mozambique will be participating, because it thinks that it should be more know- 
ledgeable about the real situation. Perhaps, with our direct participation in the 
negotiations, we shall be able to arrive at a more realistic conclusion. We have 
not participated thus far. We have just held discussions in Brussels, or with 
other countries, regarding the advantages or disadvantages of being associated or 


not. 


We shall really have to make an accurate assessment, to determine what the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of association with this convention are; because in our 
opinion, there has been a time when the disadvantages have outweighed the advan- 


tages. 


I shall give you an example: Last year, for instance, the "STABEX" [Export 
Stabilization] fund stood at zero. In other words, that fund, which was supposed 
to support the African countries and other nations in the convention for the EEC, 
had already been depleted. We migut ask: What about now? It has returned to 
zero, t« an even more serious situation. Why? 


They were no longer able to export to the EEC countries, because they had no . uotas. 
In other words, the countries were in an even worse situation. I recall having 
participated in an international meeting at which some West African countries were 
complaining bitterly because their textiles were at a standstill, and they could 


not market them anywhere. 


To be sure, this is a general crisis in the world economy; but it is our countries 
which pay the largest bills when there is a crisis. We are not yet in command of 


the world (laughter)! 


[Question] Mr Secretary, one final question: What assessmeut would you make of the 
cooperation among the SADCC countries, and how do you view its progress? 
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[Answer] It is progressing very favorably. We are coordinating a major sector, 
namely, the transportation and communications sector, which was approved at the 
last ministers’ meeting in Maseru (Lesotho); and it is advancing very steadily, 
very securely and very resolutely along its course. Angola retains the energy 
sector, and I have also received reports that certain projects have been backed. 
In other words, these relations are progressing; the solidarity among our countries 
is increasing. Angola has already offered us oil, in the context of SADCC; and 
Zimbabwe has offered 25,000 tons of corn to Mozambique, which is experiencing the 
problem of drought; even though the former is undergoing the same problem. The 
solidarity is developing to an increasing extent, and it is a highly positive 
factor, which South Africa is doing everything to destroy and to annihilate, in 
order to keep our countries totally dependent on its transportation system, its 
communications and its economic system. 


[Question] Battling against dependence on South Africa is now no longer just a 
political "slogan"; it is a dream which is beginning to become a reality.... 


[Answer] Provided we are actually and consciously willing to attain those goals. 
And we shall reach that point! 


2909 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY APPROVES 1983 CENTRAL STATE PLAN 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 29,30 Mar 83 
L29 Mar 83 p 3] 


[Text] The 11th Session of the People’s Assembly approved 
the Law of the Central State Plan for 1983 | CEP-83], the 


full text of which follows. 


The Central State Plan for 1983 determines the major economic and social activi- 
ties that must be undertaken to implement the directives of the higher organs 
of the party and government. 


The year 1983 is the year of the Fourth FRELIMO Party COngress, which will con- 
stitute a historic and decisive event in our struggle to build socialism in our 


country. 
The battle to implement the plan is an integral part of the process of mobili- 


zation and patriotic endeavor in which the Mozambican workers are engaged in 
anticipation of the Fourth Party Congress. 


By implementing the plan, we will be putting into practice the slogans "To 
defend the country, to overcome underdevelopment, to build socialism." 


An analysis of our current circumstances shows us that we are experiencing a 
complex situation. We observe thats 


--Imperialism is intensifying its destabil zing maneuvers to destroy our revolu- 
tion, conducting combined actions in political, military, economic, financial 
and social areas. 

--In particular, the imperialists are using racist South Africa to attack our 
people, to commit murder and to destroy our economy. 

--The international crisis is having repercussions on our economy, since it is 
weak and very dependent on other countries. 


--Our country is also experiencing a drought, with disastrous results for pro- 
duction and direct effects on the provisioning of our people and on exports. 


--In this context, implementation of the PEC-83 is not an easy task, but it can 
be accomplished if we adopt a militant, vigilant and revolutionary attitude, 
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if we maintain iron discipline, if we secure the commitment and free the 
creative init ative of all the workers and patriots. These are basic instru- 


ments to achieve the goals established in the plan. 


Because of their importance, some of the goals and tasks planned for 1983 should 
be given top priority, concentrating our organizational efforts and providing 
the manpower, materiel and financial resources necessary for their implementation. 


Basic tasks in the 1983 plan are to maximize exports, to guarantee the planned 
levels of supply, to guarantee the means needed to strengthen and expand our 
defense capability and to go forward with the neutralization and elimination of 


the armed bandits. 


The factory workers, the peasants, the Mozambican workers, with their initiative, 
their strength and dedication, their commitment and intelligence, are the deci- 
Sive factor in achieving the planned goals and thus making progress in sol ving 
the problems of the people. 


For this reason, the implementation and continuing supervision of the goals and 
tasks of the plan, even at the level of the production and service units, is an 
important task in which each group and each worker must know, understand and 
assume his job, so as to achieve and surpass the goals which we propose to 
accomplish. 


Hence, we are creating the conditions for competition to assume its true role as 
an integral factor in the implementation and supervision of the plan; we are 
arranging for the best workers to be honored and rewarded and the worst to be 


penalized. 


The ministries, secretariats of state and provincial governments are responsible 


for insuring that the plan is implemented and supervised in their agencies 
and enterprises, even at the lowest levels, and that all efforts and resources 


are mobilized to this end. 


With the lessons and the experience which we have already acquired, led by our 
FRELIMO Party, let us go forward to this battle in the certainty of victory. 


The Central State Plan for 1983 takes the form of a law, and hence must be 
strictly observed by all entities to which it pertains and by the citizens in 


general. 


Under the terms of Line 3 , Article 4 of the constitution, the People’s Assembly 
determines: 
Article 1. The Central State Plan for 1983, with the goals and quotas therein 


defined, presented by the Council of Ministers and drafted in accordance with 
the directives of the FRELIMO Party, is hereby approved. 


Article 2. Compliance with the Central State Plan for 1983 is obligatory and 
binding for all state agencies, cooperatives, mixed and private companies 


contemplated therein. 
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Article 3. Those who fail to comply with the tasks and time periods estab- 
lished in the Central State Plan will be answerable under the terms of the 
Penal, civil and disciplinary legislation in force in the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique. 

Article 4. The following major goals and tasks are established, as well as the 
minimum growth rates to be achieved in relation to those achieved in 1982. 


a. Agriculture 


--Increase commercial agricultural production by 7.5 percent, for the agri- 
cultural, livestock and forestry sectors in the programmed areas and based on 
1980 prices. 

--Concentrate resources to achieve and surpass the goals established for 


cotton, cashew nuts, sugar cane, wood, green tea, sisal, citrus fruits, copra, 
corn, rice, cassava, peanuts, beans, potatoes, sunflowers, "“mafurra,” meat and 


eggs. 
--Achieve higher yields per hectare. 
--Initiate and concentrate practical agro-technical support actions in the 


cooperative and family sectors, specifically in strategic agricultural produc- 
tion districts, so as to increase current levels of commercial production. 


--Adopt specific measures for the proper organization, direction, programming 
and supervision of agricultural marketing, especially in districts which play 
a decisive role in meeting the goals. 


--Improve the system of direction, planning and supervision for the agricultural 
sector, namely giving the provincial agencies competency and responsibility and 
reorganizing and strengthening the state enterprises. 


b. Industry 
--Increase gross production by 7 percent in the planned area and at 1980 
prices. 


--Concentrate the available resources to meet and surpass the goals established 
for strategic export products and products for domestic consumption, as well 
as for products essential (as incentives | in agricultural marketing Lcampaigns | 


and to construction and defense. 


--Stimulate the domestic manufacture of parts and spare parts to replace 
imports. 

--Promote specific actions to develop small industries which insure the use of 
local resources and contribute to improving the life of the people. 

c. Transportation and Communications. 


--Increase domestic shipping in the planned area by 6.5 percent, and increase 
international shipping to maximize the planned foreign exchange revenues. 
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--To contain and to try to reduce expenditures of foreign exchange on inter- 
national air transport. 


--To increase domestic passenger traffic by 12 percent. 


--To insure the necessary crop-dusting in the agricultural sector and to seek 
to export services in this area of activity. 


--To bring in 761,000 contos, at current prices, from postal and telecommuni- 
cations activities, increasing the country’s revenues in foreign exchange. 


d. Investment and Construction 


--To guarantee the following new production capacity in the countrys 





Production of cut lumber 39,000 cubic meters 
Production of panels 20,000 cubic meters 
Apartments and houses 1,150 units 

School construction 13,700 square meters 
Warehouses 7,500 square meters 
Rehabilitation of rail lines 300 kilometers 
Water supply (piped) 41 kilometers 
Irrigation (rehabilitated and new) 9,600 hectares 
Asphalt roads 81 kilometers 


--To insure construction work for the reinforcement and development of the 
country’s defense capability. 


--To adopt specific measuresto insure the effective management and supervision 
of investments, through a study of the investment situation and standardization 


of the investment process. 


--Bearing in mind the extent and importance of their construction plans, to 
strengthen the management and technical capacity and to provide material support 
to the following construction companies: 


Construtora Kegional Sul 
Construtora Integral de Sofala 
Construtora Integral de Nampula 


e. Supply to the People 


--Guarantee provision of the following products to the people in the amounts 
specified belows 


Sugar 90,000 tons Farm implements 2.5 million units 
Edible oil 18,000 tons Sundries for the 
Salt 60,000 tons rural market 190,000 contos 
Beer 45 million liters Soap 21,000 tons 
Soft drinks 20 million liters Matches 85 million boxes 
Poplin 14 million square meters Bicycles 60,000 units 
Wraparounds 10 million square meters Cigarettes 1,100 million 
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--To provide other products in amounts consistent with domestic production 
levels and the country's import capacity. 


--To insure rural sales of agricultural tools and manufactured consumer goods 
habitually used in each zone, assuring that the supply of merchandise available 
to the family sector is at least equal in value to that of the sector's pro- 
duction for the market. 


--To adopt vigorous measures to combat speculation. 
(Continued) 

(30 Mar 83 p 3] 

LText] Conclusion 

f. Inventory and Distribution Plans 


--To guarantee the supplies essential to implementation of PEC-83, in an inte- 
grated system and giving priority to strategic production for export and for 
domestic consumption, as well as strategic construction and tasks for defense 


Purposes. 
--To monitor inventories and distribution plans, guaranteeing adequate control 
of “stocks.” 


--To adopt strict austerity measures, particularly with respect to energy and 
fuels, expenditures for impor‘t:ed raw materials and maintenance of equipment. 


g. Foreign Economic Relations 


--To insure maximization of revenues and minimum expenditures in foreign cur- 
rency, to achieve the major objectives established in the plan. 


--To guarantee that the export goals est. ished in the plan are met and sur- 
passed with respect to cashew nuts, shrimp, cotton and tea. 


--To reduce imports of equipment and to contain and minimize hidden costs and 
service charges, giving priority to importation of raw materials, consumer 


goods, parts and spare parts. 


--To insure continuing supervision of the implementation of plans for imports and ex- 
ports, not only by the foreign trade companies but also by direct importers and 


exporters. 


--To encourage international economic cooperation, insuring that it fits in 
with and serves to achieve the major objectives of the PEC-83. 





--To take the necessary steps to try to secure a maximum of donations, par- 
ticularly food aid. 
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h. Manpower and Wages 


~-Adopt measures that stimulate an effective increase in work productivity, 
especially in the sectors most important to the national economy. 


-~-Guarantee the necessary manpower for the timely harvest of the following 
products: corn, potatoes, cotton, sugar cane and tea. 


-~-Systematically ascertain and monitor the labor force structure and wage 
scales in enterprises and sectors of activity. 


-~-Take specific steps to control the national payroll and insure a reduction of 
foreign exchange expenditures for foreign technicians and technical assistance. 


--Implement special programs of activity and production for workers in companies 
which are idle or are operating far below their installed capacity. 


--Pursue and intensify actions in the areas of work safety and hygiene, labor 
legislation and plant inspection. 


--Approve legislation pertaining to labor justice and promulgate temporary 
measures in the area of social security. 


i. Finances, Production Costs and Prices 


~-Guarantee at least the revenues planned in the 1983 State Budget and control 
expenditures so as to spend less than planned. 


--Continuously monitor the financing of investments, with priority to those in 
the specific areas of the plan. 


--Approve the Plan of Accounts during the first 6 months. 


--Insure the timely announcement of prices for the marketing of agricultural 
products. 


--Implement a strict austerity policy for expenditures in all sectors, par- 
ticularly expenditures of foreign currency. 


--Reduce expendi’ ures for foreign travel. 


j- Education and Training 


--Achieve the following goals in each subsystem of the National Education 
Systems 


General education 


Admissions 722,930 
Graduates 105,100 


96 











Technical-professional education 
Admissions 6,138 
Graduates 2,662 

Adult education and literacy 
Admissions 229 , 280 
Graduates 32,975 

Teacher training 
Admissions 5,650 
Graduates 3, 383 

Higher education 
Admissions 330 
Graduates 100 

--Initiate implementation of the National Education System, 


~-Define specific measuresto guarantee centralized management and control of 
technical-professional training, both in our country and abroad. 


--During the first 6 months, present proposals to the competent organs of the 
Party and state to overcome the current situation with respect to literacy and 
adult education. 


1. Health 


--Achieve the following goals in the General Vaccination Programs 


Complete BCG 335,550 people 
Measles Vaccine 325,450 people 
Triplex (DPT) 238,300 people 
Poliomyelitis 238,300 people 


--Pursue and intensify action in theareas of worker health, hygiene and security, 
ecology and the major endemic diseases, to improve the nation's health. 


--Continue to expand maternal-infant care. 


--Continue with programs in nutrition and health education, particularly in the 
communal villages. 


m. Information 
--Insure correct reporting of national and international events and facts. 


--Create 13 new public communications centers in communal villages, 10 
public auditoriums and 20 radio-listening centers, covering 7 provinces. 


--Increase film production by 10 percent. 
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n. Territorial 


--Develop a plan for social-economic activity at the provincial level, invol- 
ving the directing agencies of the party and state at various levels. 


~-Assure, at the various levels, the correct organization, management and 
control of the local productive sector, particularly the cooperative and 
family sectors, to increase the levels of commercial production and improve 


the people's standard of living. 


--Rehabilitate or put in operation the existing productive infrastructures and 
insure maximum use of the available human, materia: and financial resourses. 


--Take action to insure the most suitable use of underused agricultural areas, 
in order to surpass the planned production goals. 


-~-Encourage the organization of green zones in the major urban centers, insuring 
that the people are better provisioned through the correct use of local re- 
sources. 

--Encourage small production and local indur-ry based on local experience and 
resources, primarily to improve supplies of consumer goods and production tools 
for the people. 


--Increase the installation of productive and social infrastructures based on 
local experience and construction materials, to solve the problems of the 


people. 


--Insure the maintenance of infrastructures, specificallys streets, trails, 
landing strips, small dams and public services. 


~-Insure strict control and proper distribution of merchandise, fram the 
province to the local level, with severe penalties for failure to observe the 
established guidelines and vigorous measures to combat speculation. 


--Organize popular control of commerce. 


©. Economic Management 


--Rationalize the organization of the directive structures of the state appar- 
atus at various levels, to simplify them, reduce ccsts, improve efficiency and 
make effective use of the existing cadres. 


--Strengthen and qualify the provincial directive agencies to assume the basic 
role that falls to them in achieving the goals defined by the higher organs of 


the party and state. 


Article 5. 
1. It is the responsibility of the Council of Ministers and each of its mem- 
bers to insure and organize the implementation and supervision of the plan in 


their respective sectors. 
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2. It is the responsibility of each member of the Council of Ministers to 
provide the respective subordinate sectors with the information needed to 


implement the present plan. 


3. It is the responsibility of each minister and secretary of state, within 
his field of action, to supervise the implementation of the goals and tasks 
established in PEC-83, particularly with respect to strategic export products 
and products to supply to the people and to defense-related tasks. 


4. Execution of PEC-83 will be controlled through the Specific Methodology to 

be approved by the minister of planning. To gather the basic information needed 
to monitor the plan, the various agencies must strictly observe the standards 
established by the National Statistical Information System, both with respect 

to the type of information and the time period for its submission. 


5. It is the responsibility of each minister to guarantee implementation of 
the directives contained in the Specific Methodology. 


Article 6. 


Implementation and control of the Provincial Plan is the responsibility of the 
provincial governors, who should provide the National Commission for the Plan 
with the necessary information on the progress of its implementation, under the 
terms of Article 5, No 4. 


Article 7. 


Relations between the entities contributing to the implementation of PEC-83 
are governed by the celebration of contracts. Failure to comply with the terms 
of this article is punishable under the legislation in force. 


Article 8. 


Conflicts arising in contractual relations in implementation of the Central 
State Plan shall be settled by a commission designated by the minister of 


planning. 
The commission will always meet in the presence of a representative of the Public 
Ministry, to be designated for this purpose. 


Article 9. 


1.0n proposal of the National Commission for the Plan, the Council of Ministers 
may draft the necessary adjustments to CEP-83, whenever there are supervening 
facts or altered circumstances preventing the implementation of the provisions 


of the plan. 
2. Alterations to the Central State Plan will take the form of addenda; compliance 
is universally obligatory. 


Article 10. 


It is the responsibility of the minister of planning to issue instructions for 
the execution and supervision of the Central State Plan whenever necessary. 
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Article ll. 


This law is in effect as of 1 January 1983. 
Approved by the People’s Assembly. 


Be it published. 


Samora Moises Machel 
President of the Republic 


6362 
CSOs 3442/206 
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MOZAMB IQUE 


BRIEFS 


SWEDISH TECHNiCIANS LEAVE--Sweden has suspended the participation of its 
technicians in a forestry project in Chimoio dist ict, Manica Province, 
alleging among other things, security reasons, it wes learned yesterday by 
ANOP [Portuguese News Agency/ from diplomatic sources in Maputo. The some 
30 Swedish technicians, who have already been withdrawn from the location, 
were aiding in the installation of two factories integrated in the project. 
One of these was a sawmill and the other for plywood, both valued at $50 
million. The installation of both factories is practically finished, but 
Sweden decided that its technicians will not insure the envisaged direct 

aid to the operation of the factories and asked Mozambique to contract other 
foreigners. The area of the project is one that is most affected by actions 
of the rebels, but so far no Swedish technician has been hurt. /Text/ 
[Porto 0 PRIMEIRO DE JANEIRO in Portuguese 7 Apr 83 p 3/ 11634 





FRESAMO CRITICIZES FRELIMO, RNM--The FRESAMO /The Front for the Salvation of 
Mozambique/ has just celebrated the second anniversary of its founding 
calling to the attention of all Mozambicans their democratic ideology based 
"on freedom of expression, thought and dialogue," which has guided that 
organization. "The hour of truth has arrived and we break the silence and 
fear to which we have been subjected,” states a communique distributed in 
Lisbon, which adds: '"We all have lost the hope’in the false promises of the 
FRELIMO leaders. We no longer hope that all our dreams that the Mozambicans 
had for better times will be carried out with the present FRELIMO." Accord- 
ing to the document, the FRESAMO is preparing to "build a free and sovereign 
Mozambican State, moved by the spirit of pacification, constructive dialogue 
and national harmony of all Mozambicans..." Further on that organization 
expresses its "repudiation of the attempt of destruction" to which their 
country is subjected, "moved by opportunists and ambitious people, not only 
on the part of the so-called leaders of the RNM {Mozambican National Resis- 
tance/ as well as by others who call themselves nationalists..." and also 

by “maneuvers they use tc deceive Mozambican and international public 
opinion." At the conclusion of the communique, the FRESAMO affirms that 
although they have few resources, "they will continue to struggle with the 
means at their disposal until finding a peaceful solution to put an end to 
war and give their people peace, freedom and progress to which they are 
entitled." /Jext/ /Lisbon O DIA in Portuguese 1 Apr 83 p 6/7 11634 


CSO: 3442/200 
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NAMIBIA 


SWAPO RADIO ON PARIS CONFERENCE ON NAMIBIA 
EA271331 Addis Ababa Voice of Namibia in English 1900 GMT 26 Apr 83 
[SWAPO Program; unattributed commentary: "Solidarity With SWAPO"] 


[Excerpts] An international conference on Namibia has started in the French 
capital of Paris. The conference is to discuss the implementation of the 
UN Security Council Resolution 435 for a peaceful settlement of the Namibian 


independence issue. 


The struggle of the Namibian people under the leadership of SWAPO for freedom 
and national independence is an important part of the efforts for peace and 


international security. 


The international conference on Namibia is a demonstration of the increasing 
solidarity of progressive and peace-loving forces with the people of Namibia. 
It is also an expression of the widening awareness that the elimination of 
colonialism, racial discrimination and apartheid is an essential prerequisite 
for embarking on the road to independence, self-determination, equality and 
social progress. In defiance of UN Security Council Resolution 435 and many 
other resolutions, the fascist Pretoria regime and its imperialist (?falcons) 
are sabotaging the implementation of the UN plan for a peaceful settlement 

of the Namibian independence problem. 


The Reagan regime is today using the IMF as an instrument to bolster the 
capability of fascist Pretoria to intimidate independent countries in 
southern Africa which are in need of international assistance for develop- 


ment purposes. 


The five-member imperialist contact group which undertook to create unfavor- 
able conditions for the peaceful settlement of the Namibian issue is 
encouraging the racist regime in its aggressive policy and refusal to 
implement Resolution 435. 


Independence or death, SWAPO will win and Namibia will be free, concludes 
our today's commentary which was on Solidarity with SWAPO. 


CSO: 3400/1332 


102 








NAMIBIA 


SA INVOLVEMENT IN FIGHTING SWAPO REPORTED 


Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG in German 28 Mar 83 p 3 


{ Article by Josef Riedmiller, member, editorial staff: "Fear of Treasure Hunt 
in the Bush" ] 


[ Text] Not only Horst-Otto Kreitz' name reveals his German descent. The rather 
plump major in Namibia's territorial armed forces--now together with the army 
of the Republic of South Africa hunting down the guerillas of the SWAPO--is the 
model of a resolute officer who knows neither fear nor mercy. The SWAPO 
fighters who are infiltrating northern Namibia from southern Angola are militar- 
ily finished as far as Kreitz is concerned; yet he is still hot on their heels 
in order to "slaughter" them when he finds them. 


In front of the general map in the main headquarters of the territorial army in 
Windhoek--a kind of militia which South Africa established in Namibia through 
the high-handed introduction of compulsory military service--Kreitz is in full 
control of the situation. From the Kaokoveld in the west across the Ovamboland 
in the middle to as far as the Kavangoland in the east a 1,200-km long, deeply 
echeloned defense line extends along the Namibia-Angola border; this defense 
line is bounded by the so-called red line some 200 km south. Along it, as far 
as the Orange River in the south, the farm land of the Whites begins, traversed 
by the settlement areas of black tribes and the prospecting fields of South 


African mining companies. 


Between the red line, the northern border and an adjoining 120-km wide strip 

of land in southern Angola almost 2 years ago South Africa's army established 
the combat zone where it wants to engage and defeat the SWAPO partisans. Upon 
repeated invasions into the neighboring country, which has a communist govern- 
ment the South African armed forces succeeded in destroying the military infra- 
structre of the SWAPO there and to push its bases of operation further into the 
interior of Angola. Not without pride Major Kreitz says, "The SWAPO no longer 
has a house in the 12-km strip, it has to hide everything in the ground, make 
itself invisible so that we do not discover and attack them." If his claims 
turn out to be correct, then South Africa has established a no-man's land in 
the sovereign state of Angola in which apparently anything that moves is shot at. 
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Surprising Raid 


The SWAPO guerillas must cover the 120 km to the border by marching and them- 
selves drac along everything that they need. Upon arrival in the Ovamboland 
they encounter a population that is sympathetic to them, but they also encounter 
an opposition by the South Africans who do not hesitate to use any means and, 
according to reports by church organizations, even any atrocities in order to 
seize the infiltrators. SWAPO's losses--it is supposed to rumber 4,500 to 
6,000 fighters, primarily from the tribe of the Ovambos which accounts for 52 
percent of Namibia's population and is settled on both sides of the border--are 
thus very high. Therefore, the freedom movement had to reduce the training 
period to four and one-half months; in order to fill the thinned out ranks the 
SWAPO is even resorting to kidnapping young men and even girls from the Ovambo- 


land. 


The last rather large attack was undertaken by the SWAPO during the rainy season 
in February when it tried to infiltrate across the border with 400 men. Accor- 
ding to experience, the main body of the infiltrators undertakes only 
diversionary atta while a small elite guard tries to break through into the 
hinterland. The raid was successful this time, although not for long, then 

the SWAPO unit was wiped out. Only seven guerillas succeeded in getting past 
the red line and penetrating into White farmland. Here they made a surprise 
attack on a hunting farm located almost 600 km south of the border where 

German and Austrian hunters were staying and killed two native Whites before 
they themselves were cornered and killed. 


The attack in February surprised the South Africans not only vecause of the fact 
that it took place during the rainy season instead of at the end of it in March 
and April, the real season for infiltration by the SWAPO, but also because it 
appeared to represent a kind of musical accompaniment to the second round of 
talks simultaneously taking place between South African and Angolan government 
delegations on the neutral soil of the Cape Verde Islands. In fact, the 

SWAPO action at this point in time could only make sense if it was assumed that 
someone or other was interested in hindering the negotiaions which had begun 


in December. 


B. J. du Plessis, South Africa's deputy foreign minister, believes that he has 
clues to the effect that in Luanda, Angola's capital, a moderate group and a 
radical group, which is oriented toward Moscow, are involved in a quarrel with 
one another about how to continue to proceed in Namibia. Jose Fernando dos 
Santos, Angola's president, and successor to Agostinho Neto who died under myst- 
erious circumstances in the Soviet Union in 1979 and had been seeking contacts 
with the West, had hitherto been regarded as Moscow's man. Most of the recent 
events, such as the elimination of a radical party group in Luanda, have shaken 
this appraisal somewhat. As matters stand, two groups have a special intércest 
in continuing and intensifying the partisan war in Namiba. On the one hand, 
there is Moscow which can gain the most from a continuation of the conflict 

and the associated negative effects on the entire south of the African continent. 


Today Nujoma is considered to be a loyal ally of the Soviet Union if only 
because he is dependent on it; not all observers say that with equal certainty 
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about the SWAPO. Meanwhile, there is considerable difference of opinion as 

to how things stand in the MPLA, Angola's communist unity party. The only 

thing certain appears to be the fact that there are repeated power struggles 

in the MPLA and that the roughly 30,000 Cubans who provide the government's 
military protection are extremely unpopular. However, the fact that UNITA, 

the rebel army of Jonathan Savimbi, which controls large areas in the middle 

and southeast of th: country, has developed into a real threat to the control 

of the MPLA, is becoming increasingly more important for the situation in Angola. 
It is probably no longer an exaggeration when it is claimed that without the 
assistance of Cuba, the Soviet Union, the GDR and the CSSR, the MPLA regime 


would no longer be able to hold out. 


But as undisputed as the fact is that UNITA is supported by South Africa, it 
also seems equally doubtful that there are people in the government in Luanda 
who see in negotiations with South Africa a way of settling the conf/ict in 
their own country and in Namibia. The package deal, which was set up by Pretoria 
and supported by the United States, involving a withdrawal of the Cubans from 
Angola and the release of Namibia into independence is, of course, rejected in 
Luanda, but the advantage of getting rid of the foreign troops in this manner 
and possibly achieving an arrangement with the UNITA with the help of South 
Africa, is apparently not underestimated by all groups in the MPLA. The 
Angolans, in the opinion of the South Africans, reveal substantial interest 

in the negotiations on the Cape Verde Islands, and a third round is on the 
agenda of both sides in spite of SWAPS's disruptive maneuvers. 


Not least, the attitude of the Angolans is influenced by the military strength 
of South Africa which, for the present, is without competition in the region 
and also induced Samoro Machel, Mozambique's president, to begin discussions 
with the country of apartheid. Du Plessi's parting words to the reporter from 
SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG were no doubt also enjoined upon his negotiators: that 
South Africa can "undertake" even more in Namibia if more is "demanded." And 
even A. J. Volk, a representative of the South African government party 


(National Party), is talking about the fact that Angola will be “taught lessons" 
if it is not prepared to compromise--even in pretoria they learn from Deng 4 
Xiaoping. 


But the problem cannot be solved by that alone, and this is also known in South 
Africa. For there are the enormous burdens of this war which costs Pretoria 
DM1.5 billion per year, in addition to the approximately DMl1.2 billion which are 
contributed to Namibia's public spending. Among those liable for military 
service in South Africa, service in Namibia is anything but popular, and the 
Namibians, including a large share of the Whites which constitute only 7.5 
percent of the 1 million inhabitants, regard the foreign soldiers as an 
occupation army. How reliable the black and racially mixed soldiers of the 
territorial army are is uncertain for the present; for the time being they seem 
to be more than satisfied with the respectable pay of DM1,000 per month. 


South Africa's display of military power in Namibia cannot hide the fact that 
it has two vulnerable points. On the one hand, there is the fact that not only 


the members of the majority tribe of the Ovambos in the north, but also the 
tribes of the Hereros in the east, the Damaras in the west and the Namas in the 
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south--among others--acknowledge sympathies for the SWAPO and could, so to 
speak, make a military treasure hunt possible for it; and then, on the other 
hand, there is the 750-km long border in the east with Botswana, a poor and 
thinly settled country in whose capital, according to South African findings, . 
30 Soviet diplomats have settled, one at every watering place, as it were. If 
the SWAPO should succeed in bringing the partisan war to all regiors of Namibia 
then the South African protective barrier in the north would no longer be 


worth much. 


The Buffer State Idea 


With this prospect in mind, Pretoria’s government had the idea of creating a 
buffer state which would encompass the safety corridor in the north, thus 
basically the Ovamboland on both sides os the Namibia-Angolan border. Whether 
it is only a question of wanting to confuse the opponents, or whether it is- more 
a matter of a trial balloon, remains to be seen. But it is certain that South 
Africa would suffer no disadvantages if this plan were realized, on the’ 
contrary. The separation of the most populated regions which are, of course 
fertile, but relatively small, would change the racial balance in the rest of 
the country in favor of the whites, and moreover, would leave its real wealth-- 
the deposits of gold, diamonds, uranium, platinum, magnesium, tin, zinc, copper 
and the karakul sheep--in the hands of the South Africans who now control then. 


The buffer state in the north is the only political idea which the South 
Africans have produced in and for Namibia. Apart from that they seem to have 
thwarted everything which could have promoted racial integration and the inde- 
pendence of Namibia. The two veterans of the DTA Democratic Turnhalle 
Alliance , Dirk Mudge, its chairman, who under protest had relinquished the 
chairmanship of the Council of Ministers, and E. W. Neef, of German descent, 
currently advisor to Kalangual, the former champion of the Ovambos in the 

DTA and its president: these two very dissimilar, yet in their way equally 
committed men, caught up in rivalry, speak with great bitterness about South 
Africa's policy in Namibia which yields nothing but also sets nothing in 


motion toward a solution. 


Dirk Mudge, the calmer of the two, reproaches Pretoria for having torpedoed 

the DTA because it had proved that a racially mixed government and cooperation 
are possible--which had led the theories of apartheid ad absurdum and thus were 
out of place. Meanwhile Neef, who argues more emotionally, has rejected the 
ideas of the DTA and advocates an unlimited majority government of blacks: 

"I have acknowledged the black leadership." For the present, the conflict is 
not between the balck s and the whites, but rather between two different phil- 
osophies. There is nothing left for the whites except to assume the role of 


an "absolutely loyal minority." 


Neef, as advisor to Ovambo politician Kalangula, who founded a party with the 
Christian Democratic Action (CDA) which wants to get a political headstart on 
the SWAPO, has long since begun to play this role. In contrast to most 
observers who believe that the SWAPO--its political particpation is not pro- 
hibited in Namibia--might gain the majority in free elections, Neef believes 
in the opportunity of the CDA, the Christian party of the blacks, because 90 
percent of the population is Christaan. 
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Of course, it was the Protestant churches and mission schools from which the 
SWAPO emerged. The South African mandated regime, installed in 1922 by the 
League of Nations, permitted only the four-grade elementary school for the 

blacks, whereas the mission schools, particularly those in the Ovamboland, kept 
their students up to the graduation examination so that they could study abroad- 
-the curriculum vital of the SWAPO functionaries. No one can say exactly how 
much of the Christian creed, especially of the blacks todays, is religious 
conviction, and how much means accommodation, the perception of life opportunties. 


But now it is no longer a matter of such fine points. The attempts of the 
Contact Group of Five (consisting of representatives from the United States, 
Great Britain, France, Canada and the FRG), to achieve in negotiations a 
political solution to the conflict have failed and by no means only because of 
the SWAPO. Of course, the latter did not do anything either in order to remove 
South Africa's fear that an independent Namibia would rely in the first place 
on the Soviet Union. But apparently the decisive thing was the fact that the 
United States assumed the leadership in the contact group (the activity of 

the West Europeans in this is pure domestic propaganda), which meant that 

South Africa's tactics of political sabotage and of military strength were 
fully honored. The government in Pretoriea is apparently in agreement with 

the government in Washington about not allowing revolutionary movements in 
southern Africa, which the model, created for independence, of an overrepresent- 
ation of whites and the balance of the black tribes is about to break up under 
the power demand by the best organized formation, are a welcome reason for 


Pretoria and Washington to play wait and see. 


Under such conditions Neef sees the "next Afghanistan" developing--a comparison 
which is weak in almost every respect except in the consequences for the people. 
A war which encompasses the entire country could indeed be what plaques Namibia. 
The last war was fought out here in 1914-1915 when the South African troops 
under British command conquered the Germans in their Southwest Africa colony. 


In the sands of the Namibian desert, only a few kilometers away from Swakopmund, 
skeletons of 600 British cavalry horses which perished or were killed because 
of infectious diseases can still be seen, and every now and again the wind 
exposes riding saddles and cartridge belts. 


12124 
CSO: 3420/8 
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NIGER 


RESOLUTIONS OF SEMINAR ON INTERVENTION STRATEGIES IN RURAL AREAS 


Niamey LE SAHEL in French 30 Mar 83 p l 


[Excerpts] The Council of Ministers met March 28th and 29th in its regular 
meeting room under the chairmanship of His Excellency Brigadier General 
Seyni Kountche, chairman of the Supreme Military Council, head of state, 
and chairman of the Council of Ministers presiding. 


During these sessions the council examined the recommendations made by 
the National Seminar on Intervention Strategies in Rural Areas which met 


in Zinder November 15-22, 1982. 


As a consequence, the government adopted resolutions in their entirety, 
and decided: 


1. --to transfer to the peasants, from this point on, the entire responsi- 
bility for the management of their cooperatives by limiting, indeed elimin- 
ating the intervention of intermediaries such as the UNCC Niger Credit 

and Cooperation Union, the ONAHA [expansion unknown], stockpiling agencies, 


etc.; 


2. <--to use every possible means to produce maximum profit from the 
available material and financial resources; 


3. --to reactivate the policy on training to produce a sufficient quantity 
of trained personnel of the requisite quality to provide effective training 
for the producers: improve the impact of the Advanced Technical Training 
Centers (CPT) and the Rural Development Centers (CPR), open new schools, 
guide youths and provide retraining refresher training at all levels; 


4. --to strengthen in the shortest possible time production incentive 
measures especially through: 


- the creation of a Rural Development Fund; 


- a policy providing prices more adapted to the marketing of agricultural 
products; 


- consistent supply to the rural population of the means of production 
and indispensable products; 
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- the partial liberalization of the supplies of agricultural inputs; 
- improvement of the conditions for granting agricultural credits; and 
- introduction of a policy of selective subsidies. 


The Council of Ministers also found it necessary to create interministerial 
commissions to study some recommendations relating to instituting a 
cadastral survey of agricultural lands, formulating regulations for access 
to land, gathering agricultural and livestock statistics, in the state 
intervention agencies in the economic sphere (Riz du Niger [Niger Rice], 
SONARA [Niger Peanut Marketing Company], OPVN [Nigerien Foodstuffs Office], 
COPRO-Niger [National Trade and Production Company of Niger]...). 


Lastly, the Council of Ministers noted its appreciation for the mass 
return to the land of civil servants and merchants following the appeal 
by the chairman of the Supreme Military Council and head of state; it 
asked them to persevere in this effort and to participate further in the 
production effort for the success of our policy of food self-sufficiency. 


Niamey, 29 March 1983 


12308 .. 
CSO: 3419/754 
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NIGER 


ADVERSE EFFECTS OF PETROLEUM IMPORTS ON TRADE BALANCE 
Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in French No 354, 28 Mar 83 p 11 


[Article by Idimama Kotoudi: "Petroleum Products: The Hazards of the 
[Economic] Circumstances" ] 


[Text] Of all the factors which tip Niger's trade balance toward the red, 
petroleum products head the list. The recent reduction of oil prices on 
the world market can a priori lead to the belief that the situation in 
countries such as Niger will improve. In fact, however, nothing will 
happen, at least not for a long time. To begin with, one must consider 
that Niger does not import crude oil, the price of which just dropped, 

but refined oil. Next, the drop in prices on the world market does not 
immediately or entirely determine the price at the pump; to obtain re- 
fined oil from crude requires a process (processing and various costs) 
which makes refined oil more expensive. 


For landlocked Niger, transport from the ports is very difficult and works 
toward the high price of the product, without even taking into account 
taxes inherent in its importation and saie. Thus, in the latest rise in 
the prices of fuel, the following factors were essentially those which 
were taken into account: 


-- The increase in the rates for transport from Cotonou to Parakou by the 
OCBN [Joint Benin-Niger Railroad and Transport Organization]; 


-- The increase in the ferry dues paid to the Beninese SONACOP [National 
Construction and Public Works Company] for use of its storage tanks while 
the petroleum awaited transport to Niger; and 


-- Taxation, primarily on the sale of petroleum products in Niger. 


Beyond all these considerations, it must be noted that the price of petro- 
leum products in Niger is the lowest in the subregion. In the Ivory Coast 
which produces oil or in Togo which has a refinery, a liter of gasoline 
has, for a long time, cost more than 225 CFA francs. 


In fact, the setting of prices at the pump, until now very favorable to 
the consumer, is strongly determined by government policy; in Niger, 
the authorities have not wished to penalize the consumers by a strict 
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tax policy which makes fuel very expensive. In several countries, the 
price of petroleum products has been very high, to the detriment of users, 
because the cost of importing and selling them has been heavily taxed. 


In this system, if the government balances its accounts, and the seller 
indeed also needs to live, then the consumer ends up paying the cost. 

Thus there is an initial choice between the interests of the government 
and those of the consumers. In Niger, the consumers got the best of the 
deal; the regular, but small, price increments only operated to update 
prices, and make them consistent with the pressures of the international 
economic situation which, for petroleum products, is far from being favor- 


able. 


However, the interests of the government and those of consumers are not 
divergent in a systematic manner. In every country, taxes and duties are 
the major, often only, source of income for the government. Also, a sales 
tax on petroleum products, even if it is far from justifying the rise in 
prices at the pump, still exists. But, at this level also, the Nigerien 
levies are very low. It would be unusual, from an economic point of view, 
if petroleum products, the country's principal import, were not taxed for 
the benefit of the national budget. 


Since 25 February 1983, a Council of Ministers’ order has determined the 
new modes of enforcement of the sales tax on petroleum products. As it 
is defined, this tax seems indeed to be based on established facts and to 
respond to an objective. The established fact: the favorable rate granted 
by the tax system to the sale of petroleum products, by making the latter 
less expensive, has led to an increase in consumption. Now, the reper- 
cussions of such a situation on the trade balance are very perceptible, 
if not serious. The objective: the tax on petroleum products must pro- 
gressively take the place it deserves in the government's revenues. In 
the current international economic situation, tax revenues are the most 
reliable resource for governments. 


12308 
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NIGER 


PREMIER DISCUSSES RESULTS OF TRIP TO DEPARTMENTS 


Niamey LE SAHEL in French 22 Mar 83 pp 1,3 


/Press conference by Prime Minister Oumarou Mamane on 21 March date and place 
not given/ , 


/Excerpt/ On conclusion of his contacts tour to the centers 
of the seven departments, Prime Minister Oumarou Mamane met 
yesterday with the national press and reported on his mission. 
The text of his meeting with the press follows: 


Question: Mr. Prime Minister, you have just completed a national-level tour of 
contact. On conclusion of this tour, will you please teii us how the people 
regard the establishment of the post of primer minister in our country? 


Answer: You are aware that ever since the chairman of the Supreme Military 
Council and head of state has been leading this country, our people have 
come to know him, love him, and have a high opinion of his actions. They 
have also come to admire him, particularly his patriotism. In one word I 
can say that our people have come to have total confidence in him. Hence, 


on all levels. 


That is why everyone has accepted perfectly well the appointment of a prime 
minister, because our people know that the head of state, in all the solutions 
he has proposed for the various problems concerning the political, economic 
and social evolution of our country...our people, I say, know that they can 
place confidence in the head of state. That is why we have received full 
understanding. Hence, we were well received eyerywhere. We found people well 
organized and genuinely conscientious, mobilized and receptive. We discussed 
with out brothers, both cadres and the people themselyes, issues relating to 
our country’s current development on the economic and social leyels. I can 
tell you frankly that we found all the needed understanding, because we were 
able to discuss things in a spirit of fraternity, and we sensed a very great 
serenity on the part of eyeryone, cadres and rural population. 


That is why, to repeat, I can tell you in all frankness that due to the very 

fact of the great reserve of confidence our president enjoys among the people, 
the latter perceived the president's naming of a prime minister as his desire 
to embark Niger on a new course, and it was thus perfectly well understood and 


received. 
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Question: During you tour you stressed to the people you yisited cne subjects 
of national unity and security. Why this stress? 


Answer: Because you know that in the current international situation, with 
which you are familiar and which is characterized by the egoism of the major 
powers, the competition of interests forces young countries like ours to get 
better organized in order to better defend their security. Thus, in view 

of the international situation, I feel it is quite normal for us to appeal to 
our people to become better organized, better unified, and better mobilized 
in order to be able to defend their interests. 


Question: Mr Prime Minister, During your meetings with the cadres and people 
you visited you made a number of recommendations for dealing with the effects 
of the international economic crisis on our country's economy. Could you 
tell us what were your main recommendations? 


Answer: Yes. In fact, you know that these recommendations are measures that 
were studied and proposed by Nigeriens to face the world economic crisis 
situation, of which our country feels the repercussions. A number of these 
measures are already being applied. I wanted to remind our people a little 
bit of the necessity for all those with responsibility, whether at the 
national or regional and local level, to exercise a degree of discipline in 
the management area. And management, in this case, in the broadest sense, 
management of our human resources, our material resources, our financial 
resources; andalso, in respect to budget discipline, it is necessary that 
we undertake what is necessary, indeed, what is absolutely indispensable, for 
the proper functioning of our administration. 


I should say also that, as you know, there have been some recent measures, in 
particular the day off on Saturday that has enabled some savings since if 

the administrative offices do not work on Saturday there is at least an 
energy saving. The telephone, air-conditioning and electricity do not 
operate. I believe there is also a savings in transport and fuel use. 


The Saturday off also gives an opportunity to cadres, to the various governing 
officials, to engage in production activities. Currently being studied within 
the government are measures concerning the benefits accorded to personnel in 
the corporations and departments, and also measures relating to management of 
certain projects. These, in a general way, were the yarious questions, the 
various austerity measures that I wanted to bring to the attention of our 


people. 
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NIGER 


BRIEFS 


PETROLEUM IMPORT STATISTICS--Since 1977 Niger's trade balance has been in 
deficit. The results of foreign trade, for which the most recent figures 
are those published by the BCEAO [Central Bank of the West African States] 
in 1980, confirm this tendency and show the supremacy of petroleum products 
over the rest of the imports: with a value of 32,646 million CFA francs 
in 1980 compared with 16,807 million in 1979 and 9,771 million in 1978, 
petroleum imports far exceeded imports in road transport equipment (in 
second position with 13,966 million CFA francs in 1980). Let us note that, 
because of the rise in prices, the figures have doubled each year while 
the weight is tending to stagnate; 298,141 tons in 1980 as compared with 
231,598 in 1979 and 247,614 in 1978. Despite this situation, the price 

at the pump in Niger has only risen slightly. One understands then that 
Niger is following a policy tending to reduce its energy dependence; 
although the priority problem is self-sufficiency in food, the importation 
of petroleum products in 1980 cost more than five times that of grains. 

[By Idrimama Kotoudi] [Text] [Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in French No 354, 

28 Mar 83 p11] 12308 


JAPANESE GRANTS--Sandi Yacouba, secretary general of the Ministry of Foregin 
Affairs and Cooperation, and Japanese Ambassador His Excellency Yoshikazu 
Sugitani signed on 18 March two sets of notes relating to Japanese grants to 
Niger: first, a grant of skimmed milk, about 600 tons, for a total, including 
transport cost, of 200 million yen, or 280 million CFA francs; second, a 
grant in fertilizer of about 1,300 tons in order to improve local grain 
production, also for a total of 200 million yen, or 280 million CFA francs. 
On the same occasion, the Japanese ambassador presented to the secretary 
general a check for 9.75 million CFA francs for the Nigerien nationals 
expelled from Nigeria. These Japanese grants reflect the desire of the 
Japanese Government and people to help the Nigerien Government and people 

in their struggle for food self-sufficiency. /Text/ /Niamey LE SAHEL in 


French 21 Mar 83 p 2/ 9920 


CSO: 3419/707 
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REUNION 


OUTCOME OF REGIONAL ELECTIONS REPORTED 
Pazis LE MONDE in French 1 Mar 83 p 48 


[Text] In the absence of one of their elected members, who was hospitalized 
following a traffic accident, the new regional council members of the 
opposition, having at their disposal one seat more than a majority, were 
unable to win the presidency of the regional assembly of Reunion during the 
voting on Monday, February 28. The dean of the 16 councilmen of the Reunion 
Communist Party, Mr Mario Hoarau, was elected with the support of the six 


elected socialists. 


In the first round, Mr Hoarau received 22 votes to 17 for Mr August Legros, 
mayor of Saint-Denis-de-la-Reunion, president of the general council, and 
leader of the RPR group. Mr Pierre Lagourgue, former UDF deputy, party 
leader cf the five centrist councilmen received five votes. In the second 
round, Mr Legros having withdrawn his candidacy, Mr Hoarau again received 
22 votes to Mr Lagourgue'’s 21. There was one blank ballot. In the third 
round, Mr Hoarau was declared the winner by prerogative of age, after having 
received 22 votes. As the president of the local RPR federation, Mr Marc 
Gerard, who declared he was running for office after Mr Lagourgue withdrew 
his candidacy. Therefore the principal local ally of the government holds 
the presidency of a regional assembly in which the government parties have 
only 21 seats at their disposal compared to 22 for the opposition. 


[Born July 19, 1914 in Riviere-Saint-Louis, Mr Mario Hoarau has been a member 
of the Reunion communist party since it was founded. Meyor and general 
councilman of Saint-Leu from 1945 to 1958, he had retired from politics these 
last few years. He is the owner of a chain of movie houses whose theaters 

in Saint-Denis-de-la-Reunion and in Port specialize in pornographic films.] 


9895 
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SENEGAL 


OPPOSITION TO CONTINUE STRUGGLE FOLLOWING SUPREME COURT DECISION 


Dakar TAKUSAAN in French No 10, 29 Mar 83 p 5 
[Article by Mamadou Oumar Ndiaye: “The Struggle Continues"] 


[Text] So, the Supreme Court has now validated the results of the "elections" 
held last 27 February. No one familiar with the national political scene 
could have been surprised by the decision. Indeed, everyone was prepared for 


it and everyone expected it. 


Let us get right to the point: the prestige of that august court has suffered 
a grievous blow, and it is no secret to anyone that in the wake of that 
election on the last Sunday in February the prestige and mystique which 
surrounded that institution have been much deflated. But that is another 
story. What matters now is what attitude the opposition parties in general, 
and those that are members of the “Rejection Front” in particular, will adopt. 
Except for the fact that the PDS [Senegalese Democratic Party] and the RND 
[Democratic National Rally] will have no seats in Tascher Square, one should 
not expect that the Supreme Court's decision will change anything whatsoever 
in the attitude the opposition groups have maintained since the day of the 


elections. 


The parties in the “Front™ have committed themselves too far to be able to 
turn back. And besides, they would not be able to do so even if they wanted, 
for they have to reckon with the intransigence of a rank and file which at the 
moment is unwilling to accept any compromise. 


Without going so far as to accept the radical positions of the PDS leader who 
among other things is advocating the formation of a parallel government or 
civil disobedience, it does seem likely that opposition unity will grow 
stronger in the suburbs, the villages, the factories, the labor unions and the 
schools...It is also likely that initiatives will be taken at the community 
level: press conferences, regional and national meetings, protest campaigns, 


etc... 


None of those parties entertained excessive illusions about the fate that 

would be reserved for the appeals filed with the Supreme Court by the PDS, the 
MDP [Peoples Democratic Movement], the LD-MPT [Democratic League--Movement for 
the Labor Party] and the PAI [African Independence Party]. The Marxist groups 
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had even fewer illusions, since according to their analysis of the 
superstructure, there could not be a “neutral” or untainted institution. 


This does not mean that any of these political groups in the "Front" would be 
tempted to challenge the republican institutions. The leader of the PDS 
recently told us in fact that for him there was no question of blaming the 
institutions, and that probably no one was more attached than he to those 
institutions. All the same, any statement or action tending to legitimize the 
27 February “elections” or depict them as having unfolded in an “aboveboard" 
and “troublefree"” manner must necessarily dim its author's reputation. 


After all, trying to make people believe that the elections were carried out 
strictly according to regulation and that the opposition is only being 
obstructionist, after they themselves have seen the ballot-box stuffers at 
work, and have themselves seen Ngors voting with Fatou cards, is just a little 


bit too crude. 


The stuffing of the ballot-boxes can be excused. Even the fact that election 
fraud was manifest and was produced on a vast and unprecedented scale can be 
excused. But that the people should be forbidden to speak of it under threat 
of being prosecuted for “insinuation of fraud"--that is beginning to be 


frankly disturbing. 


We believe it is not within anyone's power to still the voices of conscience, 
and at bottom it is not possible to force the opposition militants to keep 
quiet and get back in step, simply because...an institution has said there was 


no fraud. 


ne should not expect, therefore, that the solidarity born of the 2/7 February 
"elections" will easily crumble. Now, the struggle continues, 


3419/788 
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SENEGAL 


FRG FINANCIAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT SIGNED 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 29 Mar 83 p 3 
[Article by Moustapha Mbodj: "3.5 Billion From the FRG"] 


[Text] The minister of planning and head of economic and financial affairs, 

Mr Mamadou Toure, and the West German ambassador, Mr Udo Horstmann, signed a 
financial cooperation agreement yesterday morning that involves more than CFA 

Fr 3 billion (DM 23.05 million). By putting this sum at Senegal's disposal, 

the German Government intends to show its support for the Senegalese authorities 
in various developmental areas considered to be of high priority: the Nianga 
hydro-agricultural project (Phase II), small rural projects, infrastructure at 
Kaolack--within the context of the rehabilitation of regional capitals the 
government is pursuing--and secondary roads in Casamance. 


Mr Mamadou Toure, who at the signing expressed "the thanks of the government 
and people of Senegal to the German authorities," discussed both the importance 
of the high-priority projects to be financed and the repayment terms, which are 
better than could have been expected: 30 years plus a 10-year grace period, at 
an annual interest rate of 2 percent. The minister of planning and cooperation 
and head of economic and financial affairs extolled bilateral cooperation with 
the FRG, but also praised cooperation at the regional level, in the framework 
of projects and organizations such as OMVS [Senegal River Development Organiza- 
tion], OMVG [Gambia River Development Organization] and UNDP [United Nations 
Development Program], etc.... According to the German ambassador, Mr Udo 
Horstmann, this financing agreement is a part of the 1981-82 biennial cooperation 
program that has just come to an end. Nevertheless, the German Government has 
already indicated its intent to continue to work on high-priority sectors of 
Senegalese economic development. "We will seek ways of strengthening this 
assistance in the upcoming 1983-1984 cooperation program, in order to finance 
valuable projects designed to help Senegal," Mr Udo Horstmann indicated. 


It should be noted that cooperation between Senegal and the FRG is rather di- 
versified, particularly with respect to the sectors it covers. For example, 
the present financial agreement covers the development of 814 hectares for the 
Nianga hydroagricultural project (Phase II), the provision of agricultural 
equipment for the rural development project at Casamance, construction of 
secondary roads in that region and the private land rehabilitation project at 


Kaolack. 
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SENEGAL 


BELGIUM AGREES TO FINANCE WELL CONSTRUCTION 


Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 30 Mar 83 p 9 


[Article by Papa Mor Sylla: "Fourteen Wells and 2 Irrigation Channels Financed 
by Belgium"] 


[Excerpts] Belgium has agreed to finance the construction of 14 wells and 2 
irrigation channels in the region at a total cost of CRA Fr 2 billion. This 
major water project concerns the villages of Gawane, Medina Boba, Thieky, 

Ndock Sarr, Djilass, Silman, Toubacouta, Paos-Coto, Ndiago, Ndiop, Sangoye, 
Ngohe, Ouadiour and Djiffer, while the two channels will be installed at 
Thienaba-Gossas and Doyoli. The assistance comes in response to a request made 
last year by President Abdou Diouf on his official visit to Belgiun. 


Speaking at Silman, the Belgian ambassador said his government is aware of the 
problem of insufficient water in Senegal. He said his country is fully conm- 
mitted to fully carrying out this water program. The representative of the 
Kingdom of Belgium also explained that this water program is being implemented 
so rapidly because of the excellent cooperation on the part of the minister of 
water resources. "We have begun, and we will complete the project," the am- 


bassador concluded. 


Praising the excellent cooperation between Belgium and Senegal, the minister 
of water resources expressed his government's gratitude to Belgium. Mr Samba 
Yela Diop then thanked the ambassador for his personal contribution which, he 
said, made it possible “to accelerate the process of completing market studies 
and choosing the contractor, a Belgian enterprise." Continually stressing the 
importance of this Belgian-financed water project, the minister emphasized the 
uniqueness of the Silman well, which he said is the first "Senegambian" water 
project. Situated on the border between Senegal and Gambia, Silman proves the 
necessity of interpenetration between our two people. The well that will be 
built here will inevitably be used by both Senegalese and Gambians. 


Impact 


This water project financed by Belgium will get people's attention, then, not 
only because of its scope but also because of its impact. 


Affecting nearly every department, the wells will be drilled in localities 
where insufficient water supplies pose problems to both the people and the 
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livestock. In addition, the serious studies that have been made, along with 
the features of the project, whereby the wells will be equipped with water 
towers, watering troughs, and public fountains, not to mention the water chan- 
nels, insure that the water problems of these villages will definitely be 


solved. 


Coming only a few days after the beginning of implementation of the 30-well 
construction project financed by Caritas-Kaolack, the Belgian program will 
help, along with the emergency water plan, in finding a solution for the lack 
of water in the region. With a population estimated in 1982 at 1,041,000 
inhabitants, studies show that at Sine-Saloum one consumes an average of 900 
cubic meters per day in rural areas and 7,100 cubic meters in urban areas. 
Since by the year 2000 the population could reach 1,551,000 inhabitants, the 
same studies assert that consumption will be om the order of 44,000 cubic 
meters per day in rural areas and 20,000 cubic meters per day in the towns. 
This growing demand for water is all the more disturbing because this region 
is rather poorly endowed with underground water. 
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SENEGAL 


SOUTH KOREAN GOVERNMENT DONATES 100 TRACTORS, SPARE PARTS 


Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 29 Mar 83 p 4 


[Article by Pape Sedikh Mbodj: "South Korea Gives Senegal 100 Motorized 
Tractors" ] 


[Excerpts] One hundred new motorized tractors and a supply of spare parts 
were given to our country yesterday by the Republic of Korea [ROK]. 


This agricultural machinery, worth about CFA Fr 150 million, will support and 
strengthen the Senegalese Government's policy of mechanizing the rural sector. 


In his remarks at the ceremony marking the presentation of the equipment, Mr 
Serigne Lamine Diop, the minister of rural development, said that the Senegal- 
ese Government, ever since our country achieved its independence, has held to 
a policy of mechanization adapted to our ecological and socioeconomic condi- 
tions. For example, he added, agricultural programs ever since 1961 have fea- 
tured the diffusion of a whole gamut c agricultural machinery which has pro- 
gressively changed with the development of "chaines d'unites" [translation 
unknown] in the use of harnessed animals in cultivation and also of motorized 
units adapted to different modes of traction and to each of the regions. Mr 
Serigne Lamine Diop also said that the results already obtained in rural ope- 
rations using Korean agricultural machinery show that it is suited to the scale 


of the farm units under cultivation. 


He said that it has made possible various tillage and rural engineering pro- 
jects. He also declared that the peasants are very attached to the equipment. 
He said this is because of its low fuel consumption, its dependability and its 


maneuverability. 


It was for all of these reasons that the minister of rural development, on be- 
half of the Senegalese head of state, the prime minister, and the government 
and people of Senegal, thanked the Korean Government and people for the exem- 


plary cooperation which exists between our two countries. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


JOHANNESBURG COMMENTS ON UN'S PARIS CONFERENCE ON NAMIBIA 
MB261741 Johannesburg International Service in English 1500 GMT 26 Apr 83 
[Station commentary: "The UN Paris Conference"] 


[Text] An important part of a diplomat's job is the representation of issues 
in terms to suit the interests for which he is working. That is the main 
feature of the show of diplomatic strength that has been mustered on SWAPO's 
behalf in Paris this week. Indeed, such are the interests involved that the 
main concern of the conference is the misrepresentation of the South-West 


African issue. . 


After the humiliating collapse of SWAPO's recent offensive in which it lost 

300 of its best terrorist fighters, it has lost whatever credibility it might 
have had as military force. All it has left is its international diplomatic 
leverage, and that is now being exploited for all its worth. Thus, the world 
is being treated again to the extraordinary charges that South Africa is ex- 
ploiting South-West Africa, that it is destabilizing Angola, and that the in- 
sistence on a withdrawal of Cuban troops is a pretext for avoiding a settle- 


ment. 


These are gross distortions of reality. Far from exploiting the territory, 
the South African taxpayer paid out more than $800 million last year in direct 
financial assistance to it. That included items like covering a 70 million- 
dollar deficit in the accounts of the railways, and $60 million in drought 
relief. As for stability in Angola, it is both politically and militarily 
probably the most unstable country in southern Africa. That situation is a 
result of its own government's actions in reneging on a power sharing agree- 
ment with a major political party, UNITA; in calling in Cuban troops to keep 
it in power; and in chasing off the country's most industrious sector, its 1/2 
million strong Portuguese community. 


South Africa's only connection with Angola has been its actions against SWAPO 
bases, in accordance with its stated..policy of searching out and destroying 
terrorists wherever they are harbored. 


Finally, in their rejection of the demand for a Cuban withdrawal, speakers at 
the Faris conference are not even voicing the real sentiments of southern 
Africa's leaders. Mr Richar Luce, the former British contact group negotiator, 
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said last June that President dos Santos of Angola had confided in him his 
strong desire to turn the Cubans out, and Vice President Bush reported after 
his African tour that the leaders he had met privately supported the American 


viewpoint. 


The blatant misrepresentation of reality that is taking place at the Paris 
conference is all too easy to expose. It hardly merits serious consideration. 
But, to the extent that it is exposing the United Nations as unfit to supervise 
the settlement in South-West Africa, it has the most serious implications for 
all of southern Africa. 


CSO: 3400/1294 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


JOHANNESBURG PAPER ON CRISTINA, DESTABILIZATION CHARGES 
MB261143 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 25 Apr 83 p 10 
{Editorial: "Destabilisation--a Short-Sighted Policy"] 


[Text] The violent death near Pretoria of a man described as deputy head of 
the Mozambique National Resistance Movement is certain to fuel fresh charges 
and speculation around the world about this country's "destabilisation" 
activities in Southern Africa. The mystery surrounding the shooting of Mr 
Orlando Cristina is heightened by the fact that his death was the subject of 
discussion among the Portuguese community for days before the police confirmed 


the news. 


It is widely alleged that South Africa provides the base and the finance for 
the MNR, which has had some considerable success against the Machel government. 
This support is bracketed with the occupation of Southern Angola, attacks on 
Lesotho and varied pressures on Zimbabwe. All this is claimed to be part of 

a massive campaign to destabilise neighbouring countries; aimed at keeping 
them weak and docile and, perhaps preventing successful black rule from offer- 
ing a positive example to the black majority here. 


Pretoria routinely denies all such charges. But in its defence it could cite 
various examples of destabilisation in the reverse direction: namely, sabotage 
and guerrilla activities by the ANC using adjacent territories as a base. And 
what about the heavy Cuban presence in Angola? Is there another example of 
double standards here--the world turning a blind eye to these goings-on whole 
constantly condemning South Africa? 


Even so, there are several good reasons for South Africa to resist any tendency 
for destabilisation to replace diplomacy and dialogue (remember dialogue?) as 

a weapon of foreign policy. One is the opprobrium it invites from South 
Africa's western allies. Another is the fear and mistrust which it stirs 

even among moderate African states. The image of Africa's bully-boy is rein- 
forced by instances such as last year's Maseru raid, where a justifiable strike 
against ANC targets took an excessive form. A final reason is perhaps the 
most compelling. The policy, far from curbing Soviet influences in Africa, is 
more likely to bring about further calis for Russian aid and intervention. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


COUNTRY WILL REMAIN IN UN, CONTINUE TO WITHHOLD PAYMENTS 
MB291754 Johannesburg International Service in English 1500 GMT 29 Apr 83 


[Text] The South African Government says it is in the national interest for 
the country to remain a member of the United Nations although the South 
African delegation has been denied certain rights. However, it will not 
hesitate to withdraw from the world body if disadvantages outweigh ad- 
vantages. 


In reply tabled in parliament in Cape Town, the government says that South 
Africa is withholding certain payments due to the United Nations, and its 
present indebtedness amounts to just over $19 million. This is because the 
United Nations is financially and organizationally involved in the campaign 
against South Africa. The organization annually spends $12 million in its 
campaign against South Afirca and channels $20 million to SWAPO for its 
terrorist war against South-West Africa/Namibia. A further $6 million goes 
to the African National Congress [ANC] and Pan African Congress. 


Virtually every branch of the United Nations is involved, including specialist 
organizations which are forced to allocate funds for the anti-South African 
campaign. Some 300 members of the UN staff are deployed to run and 
coordinate the efforts. It controls the ANC and SWAPO and channels money 

to the terrorists through various trust funds and a long list of front 
organizations created for the purpose. A large number of countries who 

want to have relations with South Africa openly are forced to do so in secret. 


CSO: 3400/1347 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


JOHANNESBURG CALLS FOR AMENDING GROUP AREAS ACT 
MB291320 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0754 GMT 29 Apr 83 


[Text] Cape Town, 29 Apr (SAPA)--The Management Committee of the Johannesburg 
City Council called yesterday for members of all race groups to be allowed 
to participate in trade and commerce in areas which are either controlled, 


specified or defined areas, or white group areas. 


This was submitted in a memorandum to the Economic Affairs Committee of the 
President's Council in Cape Town yesterday. 


The section of the memorandum was referring specifically to the Group Areas 
Act with regard to "open trading areas” in or near the central business area. 


The memorandum said participation should not be confined to the right of 
occupation but should include ownership. 


It said that in terms of existing legislation such ownership was difficult 
in a white group area. 


"An amendment of the act should permit the state president, after consultation 
with the local authority concerned, to proclaim that members of a particular 
racial group or companies controlled by them be entitled to acquire or occupy 
property in the area defined in the proclamation." 


The memorandum also said there should be no derogation from the rights of 
landowners in “open trading areas" and any amendments to the act should not 
affect the provisions and administration of the Johannesburg town planning 
scheme, except in respect of residential accommodation. 


It said certain controls should be retained in respect of residential occupa- 
tion and existing residential rights should not be disturbed. 


"But such rights should not be available to racial groups permitted to occupy 
premises in the area for business purposes.” 


It said the displacement of the present residents of the central business 


areas should be avoided at all costs. They were mainly pensioners whose 
removal could give rise to a variety of social problems. 
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"An influx of traders with residential rights from other population groups 
on the other hand would certainly entail a demand for at least educational 
and recreational facilities in these areas, and the provision of such 
services could well represent a costly burden," the memorandum said. 


Regarding the development of Johannesburg coloured and Asian communities, 
the memorandum said commercial activity should be confined to coloured and 
Asian entrepreneurs for a period of at least 10 to 12 years. 


It was also recommended that the government give serious consideration to 
introducing other incentives in aid of commercial development in such areas. 


CSO: 3400/1347 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


GROUP CHARGES PRIME MINISTER WITH ASSAULT 
MB291740 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1636 GMT 29 Apr 83 


[Text] Johannesburg, April 29, SAPA--A charge of assault against the 
prime minister, Mr P. W. Botha, and the minister of education and training, 
Mr Danie Steyn, was laid at the Brooklyn Police Station today by the chief 
secretary of the Afrikaanse Weerstandsbeweging [Afrinaker Resistance 
Movement], Mr Jan Groenewald, according to the leader of the AWB, 

Mr Eugene Terreblanche. 


A spokesman for the South African Police Public Relations Directorate con- 
firmed in Pretoria that a charge of assault stemming from a political meet- 
ing had been laid, but he could not say by whom. 


In a statément to SAPA, Mr Terreblanche said the charge arose from "violence 
by members of the National Party at Wednesday night's meeting in Waterkloof." 


At the same time. Mr Terreblanche said, the AWB was making the "strongest 
objection” to the "impulsive and thoughtless" manner in which the prime 
minister had ordered an inquiry into the AWB. 


The AWB did not fear an investigation and would cooperate fully with a judicial 
inquiry by at least three judges so that it could prove that it was not a 
threat to law and order, or to the security of the state. 


Mr Terreblanche said that in his charge to the police, Mr Groenewald stated 
that the chairman of the political meeting, Mr Danie Steyn, and the prime 
minister had made several appeals to the audience, and had also "incited" 
the audience to remove those who passed remarks and interjected. 


"As a result of these appeals and incitements, he was physically assaulted 
and his clothes torn from his body by people unknown to him," 
Mr Terreblanche said, 


The assault and damage to property was, said Mr Terreblanche, the direct 
result of the action by Mr Botha and Mr Steyn, who had encouraged the audience. 


128 








While it was true that there were members of the AWB at the meeting, they 
were there as voters, he said. There was no organised AWB action at the 
meeting. 


Mr Terreblanche said he was not at the meeting but in the Eastern Transvaal 
in the company of other leaders of the AWB. 


"It is clear that the unpopularity of the prime minister among a broad 
spectrum of the electorate irritated him, and that in a fit of rage, 
emotion and impulsiveness, he ordered the investigation into the AWB," 
Mr Terreblanche said. 


He said a charge of damage to property had also been laid at the Brooklyn 
Police Station against Mr Botha and Mr Steyn. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


JOHANNESBURG PAPER GREETS INVESTIGATION OF ‘RACIST ROWDIES' 
MB010834 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 1 May 83 p 28 


[Editorial: "Bad Company"™] 


[Text] The prime minister's announcement of an investigation into the 
Afrikaner Weerstansbeweging [SWB] may or may not have been prompted by spur 
of the moment exasperation. But it was long overdue. 


This bunch of racist rowdies who have adopted a quasi swastika as their 
emblem, who evoke disquieting memories of the Brownshirts who once held 
Germany ransom, would scarcely be tolerated -n countries where, unlike 
South Africa, tolerance of dissent is enshrined in both law and treasured 


tradition. 


A country which is a tinder box of racial animosities needs Mr Terre'Blanche's 
crude and defiant attempts to shorten the fuse about as much as it needs 

a 10-year extension of the drought. And a divided Afrikanerdom caught at a 
critical period of its history in the bitter throes of broedertwis [fighting 
among brothers] needs him even less. 


Sane South Africans will therefore wonder not why Mr Botha chose this week 
to announce the inquiry, but how on earth he managed to keep his temper 


for so long. 


But if his decision was overdue, so too is a clear statement from that 
one-time man of the cloth, Dr Andries Truernicht, that he dissociates him- 
self and his party from the unpleasant Mr Terre'Blanche and his followers. 


Dr Truernicht has built his entire career on nuances, evasions and ambiguities, 
but his *s one challenge he cannot escape if he is not tarred with the AWB 


brush. 


Politics’ artful dodger may be desperate for support whatever the source, 
but he will henceforth be judged by the company he keeps. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


PRETORIA MOVE TO BAN BLACKS FROM PARKS DEPLORED 
MB291710 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1208 GMT 29 Apr 83 


[Text] Pretoria, 29 Apr (SAPA)--The decision by the Pretoria City Council 
last night to reserve 17 of the city's parks for whites, and to have them 
patrolled by security guards, has been deplored in various quarters. 


According to diplomatic circles, the decision could resuit in international 
repercussions. 


A senior diplomat of one of the member countries of the Wester Contact Group 
said today it could be accepted with certainty that every ambassador in the 
country would report to his government on the matter. 


The Transvaal leader of the Labour Party Mr Jac Rabie, said the Pretoria City 
Council was "stabbing" the prime minister, Mr P. W. Botha, in the back. 


The chairman of the Laundium Indian Management Committee, and member of the 
Indian Management Committee, and member of the Indian Council, Mr Boetie 
Abramjee, said there were virtually no facilities for other races working 
in the city to enjoy a midday meal. 


In Laudium the Management Committee had battled in vain for the past 20 years 
to get parks because the Pretoria City Council did not have enough money. 
Yet the cost of reorganising Pretoria's parks would cost about r70,000. 


The decision, approved by 23 votes to seven, will mean the 17 parks will be 
patrolled "sporadically" by personnel in uniform, with dogs and with two-way 


radios. 


Three of these parks would, however, be reserved only partially for whites, 
and the committee recommended that fences be erected to divide the parks 


into black/white sections. 


The "problem" parks have been associated with muggings, soccer games, loafers 
and litter. 


The decision will come into force in July after it is considered in the 
1983-1984 budget. The Administration Board will be requested to give attention 
to the development of facilities in residential areas for other racial groups. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


UNCONVENTIONAL ONSLAUGHT WARNING--The winister of defense, General Malan, 
says the unconventional onslaught on South Africa is not restricted to 
South-West Africa. Unveiling a memorial wall at No 1 Special Services 
Batallion at Tempe in Bloemfontein, he said that the onslaught was being 
conducted in the military, political economic social and psychological 
fields. Furthermore, if the stockpiling of heavy armaments of communist 
origin in neighboring states was taken into account, South Africa would 
have to be prepared for a conventional military attack as well. South 
Africans, he said, should set aside their trifling differences, envy and 
suspicion in times of crisis and enemy pressure and devote themselves 
wholeheartedly to making the country safe for all its inhabitants. [Text] 
([MB301204 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 1115 GMT 30 Apr 83] 





LAND TRANSFER DELAY SCORED--Bisho, 3 May (SAPA)--The commander of Ciskei 
State Security, Lieutenant General X. C. Sebe, said today he was mobilis- 
ing his men and would soon be moving on to released farms in the 

Seymour district to impound all white farmers" cattle grazing there. 
General Sebe confirmed he had been instructed by President Lennox Sebe to 
impound any cattle grazing on released farms that had not yet been handed 
over to Ciskei. Yesterday President Sebe told the National Assembly here 
that Ciskei Military Police had been instructed to impound the cattle. 

He said his government had sent messages to the South African Government 
asking for the handover of released farms to Ciskei. It had received 

no reply. Instead a large number of stock from white farms had been sent 
into these farms to devastate grazing. President Sebe and Ciskei MPs have 
sharply criticised the promised to Ciskei. But the chairman of the 
Seymour Farmers Association, Mr N. L. Graham, said there was no foreign 
stock grazing in the Seymour district. "We have, through an agreement 
with the Department of Forestry, been moving our stock to state land 
because of the drought," he said. "The land involved is not part of the 
area promised to Ciskei. [Text] [MB031959 Johannesburg SAPA in English 


1912 GMT 3 May 83] 


OUTSIDE IMAGE IMPROVEMENT--Mmbatho, May 3, SAPA--Constant efforts were being 
made to counter the negative international political stand adopted against 
Bophuthatswana, President Lucas Mangope said in Mmabatho today. At the 
official opening of the first session of the Second National Assembly of 
Bophuthatswana, Mr Mangope said his government's tourism department enjoyed 
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Success at recent exhibitions in London and Brussels. "Promising successes 
have also been made through our newly established London house, whence we 
hope to project the image of reliability, stability and economic progress," 
Mr Mangope said. President Mangope said the assembly was going to be asked 
to consider updated legislation on industrial conciliation which would also 
provide for the introduction and recognition of trade unions. He said 

the society had been redeemed from iniquities of racial discriminations to 
which it was subjected for a long time. He added: "Contrary to what was 
predicted by perpetrators of apartheid, a new society was created by 
destroying all racial barriers frictions and incident." He saw his govern- 
ment's top priority to develop the human potential of the members of the 
society. [Text] [MB032011 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1426 GMT 3 May 83] 


BLACK COUNCILS--The first black community councils are likely to be converted 
into fully fledged black local authorities before the end of the year. The 
deputy minister of cooperation and development, Dr Morrison, has said in an 
interview with our parliamentary news staff that the first such authority 
could come into being by September. It is not possible, however, to say 
which community councils would be the first to be affected, as the depart- 
ment is still engaged in evaluating the councils on the basis of specific 
guidelines. Dr Morrison said elections in most black residential areas would 
take place this year as well. The new dispensation would accommodate the 
political inspirations of the blacks at a local level, but there was no 
intention to extend the dispensation to a higher level. Black aspirations, 
he said, were at present being thoroughly examined by a cabinet committee. 
[Text] [MB291730 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 1115 GMT 

29 Apr 83] 


TAIWAN ARMY CHIEF DECORATED-—-The minister of defense, Gen Magnus Malan, says 
isolation and the constant necessity of: military preparedness have drawn South 
Africa and the Republic of China closer together. Speaking at a ceremony at 
The Castle in Cape Town, he said the two countries faced a common enemy, in- 
ternational communism. General Malan said the two countries would move closer 
to each other in the dangerous times ahead, and this would form a nucleus a- 
gainst communism, essential to the entire free world. He presented the Order 
of the Star of South Africa to the visiting head of the general staff of the 
Republic of China, Gen (Hau Pai Shum). [Text] [MB260609 Johannesburg Domestic 


Service in English 1900 GMT 25 Apr 83] 


NAVY DENIES REPORT ON SUB--Cape Town, 25 April, SAPA--The South African Navy 
says there is no truth whatever in a Madrid report that Spain has refused 
permission for its state-run shipyards to repair South Africa's three sub- 
marines. A spokesman for the navy in Cape Town said South Africa had always 
done its own submarine repairs and service, and was capable of completely 
stripping any of the three vessels and replacing any parts. The report also 
claimed that South Africa was interested in having Daphne-class submarines 
built in Spain. A spokesman for the minister of defence said: "Irrespective 
of source, it is not South Africa's policy to divulge any details whatever 
of its arms deals with foreign countries." The South African Embassy in Madrid 
said: "Nobody has any knowledge of the contract whatsoever." [Text] 
[MB251610 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1148 GMT 25 Apr 83] 


CSO: 3400/1294 
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UPPER VOLTA 


LIPAD ISSUES CLARIFYING STATEMENT 
Quagadougou L'OBSERVATEUR in French 18-20 Mar 83 pp 1, 11 


[Text] For some time now, certain individuals who have actively supported 
the dictatorial and fascistic regime of the CMRPN [Military Committee of 
Recovery for National Progress] have been venting their feelings angrily and 
in any manner against the LIPAD [Patriotic League for Development] due to 
the fact that they saw the sand castle of their illusions and their sordid 
schemes collapse in a few hours on 7 Nov 82. Their anti-LIPAS hatred takes 
different routes, going from ghost-written pamphlets to signed or anonymous 
articles in L'Observateur, thus taking full advantage of the restored 
democtaric freedoms that they contributed so much to wiping out, under the 
reign of the CMRPN potentates, freedoms for which LIPAD placed itself at the 
outposts of the people's struggles to defend, at a moment when the allies of 
the CMRPN were presenting it as a "strong-arm regime", powerfully and heavily 


Supported by bayonets. 


LIPAD congratulates itself for being the continuous target of these poor-man's 
reactionaries which the irreversible fall of the CMRPN is plunging into 
disarray and driving crazy with rage. It regrets only that their anti-LIPAD 
hysteria is sinking into a simply laughable predicament of continuous contra- 
dictions, vulgar lies and gross hodge-podge of ideas, hardly leaving room for 
a debate of ideas worthy of the name, which LIPAD has always sought. 


At least these angry and hysterical attacks by these absolute reactionaries 
confirm to us that LIPAD is on the right track and that it is obviously 
something other than a "tiny little group of exalted ideologues": silence 
on their part, especially in the present situation, would have seriously 


worried us. 


So cheer up, you reactionaries! 


9895 
CSO: 3419/740 
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ZAIRE 


EDITORIAL URGES REINFORCING STATE'S AUTHORITY AT GRASS ROOTS 


Kinshasa ELIMA in French 10 Mar pp l, 7 
/article: "Reinforce the Authority of Grass Roots Cadres"/ 


/Text/ Taking advantage of the parliamentary vacations, the Kinshasa 
people’s commissioners are currently touring the urban areas so as to 
experience on location the daily realities of the capital, to come to an 
understanding of the extent of the problems which arise in the city, and to 
converse with the grass roots cadres which are in direct contact with the 
population. Everywhere they go, they realize the necessity of reinforcing 
the authority of the state on the level of the decentralized bodies. What 
is true in Kinshasa, is true also in areas where respect for regional 
authority appears to be major asset for the complete success of the 
decentralization process and for the implementation of the economic revival 
plan by increasing farm production. This reinforcement of authority is in 
accordance with the law relating to administrative decentralization and, 
moreover, will make it possible for the cadres responsible for the oversight 
of grass roots level bodies (collectives and zones) to work freely, but 
within the limits of their responsabilities. 


Thus, the questionable and counterrevolutionary behaviour of the "untouchables," 


those persons who want to live outside the law and who think they can do so 
with impunity, should be penalized with the full force of the laws which govern 
the Republic of Zaire and which should foster respect for regional authority 

in its position as representatiye of the executive. The sometimes anarchical 
attitude of officers of the law and doctors in the fulfilment of their duties 
has led the grass roots leyel cadres of the capital to present this problem to 
the people's commissioners, no doubt so that measures aimed at reinforcing 

the powers of the regional authorities may be taken in the legislative 


council. : 


Nevertheless, this reinforcement must not lead to excesses. This is why 
safeguards are necessarry--to shelter the population from certain officers 
who, in view of the extent of the powers granted to them, are inclined to abuse 


them. 


The problem raised by the Kinshasa grass roots cadres is worthy of serious 
consideration so that decentralization may produce its anticipated results. 


9824 
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ZAIRE 


BRIEFS 


ZAIRE-CONGO COMMISSION BEGINS WORK--The joint Zairian-Congolese subcommission, 
entrusted with the creation of a jointly controlled customs bureau, the 
examination of problems relative to tourist exchanges, and the study of the 
diploma equivalence dossier, began work on Thursday in the green room of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. The Zairian party 
in this work is led by citizen Opango Ibonbo Malamu ma Ntongo, director of 
African affairs in the said department, and the Congolese delegation is led by 
attorney Bayeba, director of the Ministry of Cooperation. In the exchange of 
speeches made on the occasion, citizen Opango and attorney stressed the 
importance of this work which is to put in concrete from the recommendations 

of the important joint Zairian-Congolese commission during its session in 
Kinshasa last year. They also expressed the hope that this work would result 
in the expected response from Zaire and the Congo, thanks to varied and many 
sided cooperation. /Text/ /Kinshasa ELIMA in French 11 Mar pp 1, 7/ 9824 


CSO: 3419/703 
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ZAMBIA 


KAUNDA DISCUSSES OUTLOOK FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA PROBLEM 


Paris LIBERATION in French 30 Mar 83 p 17 


[Interview with President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia by Pierre Haski, "Only the 
West Can Prevent An Explosion in Southern Africa"; in Paris, date not given/ 


/Excerpt/ On the way from London to Washington via Paris, Kenneth Kaunda has 
sounded a cry of alarm to the West: "The explosion of violence which is being 
prepared in South Africa will make the French Revolution look like a quiet 
children's picnic on a Sunday morning". His ever-present white handkerchief 
in his hand, a glass of water in front of him, eyes sparkling as always, the 
president of Zambia willingly sees himself as a prophet of misfortune. His 
country was on the front line fcr a long time. Bombings and sabotage were 
common until Zimbabwe finally gained its independence. An advocate of 
negotiation and peaceful solutions, Kaunda wants to be "an eternal optimist”. 
But, as he explained in an interview with LIBERATION while passing through 
Paris, only the Western countries can prevent the explosion. 


/Question/ In your eyes what are the reasons for the delay in the independence 
of Namibia? 


/Answer/ This situation worries us very much. When the UN Security Council 
in 1978 adopted Resolution 435 (the settlement plan which provides for a 
cease-fire followed by an NDLR /expansion unknown/ election, we were hopeful 
of a settlement. Then came the Reagan administration, which linked the 
departure of Cuban troops from Angola to the independence of Namibia. We 
know that there exist disagreements within the Western contact group on 
Namibia (France, Great Britain, the United States, Canada, and the FRG), but 
we think these countries could do more to convince the Reagan administration 
not to insist on this condition and to obtain the independence of Namibia. 


/Question/ The position of France is quite clear. It does not accept the 
link (between the Cuban and Namibian questions - NDLR), and this is right. I 
am repeating to the leaders I meet what I say to the public. We are asking 
France to continue to exert pressure on its partners within the contact group 
to adopt the same attitude which it takes. 


When we first heard of the contact group in 1977, we were happy about it. We 
thought that since these five states had such close links with South Africa, 
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they could exercise great influence on Pretoria. But we haye lost our illusions. 
At present we are furious. 


[/Question/ A year ago you met with Pieter Botha. Was it useful and are you 
ready to begin again? 


/Answer/ We met to discuss the situation in Namibia and in South Africa. We 
expressed our feelings and our anxiety in the face of the risks of an 
explosion of violence if nothing is done. It was our duty to say it. Was it 
of any use? We are waiting to see if they are working on our proposals. 





If I feel that we can succeed in arriving at a result on the basis which we 
advocated, I will stand ready to encourage them by meeting with them again. 
If nothing is produced, I will take no new initiative. 


/Question/ The "front line states" accuse South Africa of destabilizing 
them. How do you react to this situation? 


/Answer/ When Zambia was the only independent country in this part of the 
world in the 1960's, South Africa concentrated its efforts on it. On two 
occasions it trained armed dissidents, and again recently it was implicated 

in an attempted coup d'etat in 1980. It is doing the same thing in Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, and Angola. Its goal is to delay the advent of democracy in South 
Africa, and it will continue to do so so long as the West does not prevent it. 


/Question/ So you think the solution lies with the West? 


/Answer/ South Africa is the baby of the West. If the Westerners want a 
peaceful solution they can have it; if not, they will see an explosion of 
violence which will cause hundreds of thousands of dead, and all their 
investments will go up in smoke. 


/Question/ Are you in favor of economic sanctions against Pretoria? 


/Answer/ They told us that economic sanctions didn't work, but when the 
Polish crisis broke out, what did we see? The lest mobilized itself and 
applied sanctions. I don't know what is happening in Poland, but it is a 
recent situation. The tension in South Africa has existed for years. On 

the one hand immediate sanctions, on the other hand no sanctions. How should 
we interpret this difference? Should we analyze it in terms of race? I 


don't know. It is for you to judge. 


/Question/ South Africa wants to negotiate its support to groups which are 
attacking you, against your own support for the African National Congress 
(ANC -the armed opposition to the Pretoria regime). Is this negotiable? 


/Answer/ They did the same thing before, when the Rhodesian rebels bombed 


Eusaka, killing hundreds of people. The Portuguese fascists also bombed us, 
but we went on. Now we are not the only ones; there is Angola, Mozambique, 
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Zimbabwe, and tomorrow Namibia...We cannot stop because of these attacks. 
They are part of the struggle. We have heen losing human liyes since 1965, 
but we will win in Namibia, and then in South Africa. We haye no doubt on 
this score. Whether Zambia wants it or not, there will be an explosion, and 
it will come from within. 


6108 
CSO: 3419/779 
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ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


AIR AGREEMENT WITH ZIMBABWE--Zambia and Zimbabwe have reached an agreement on 
bilateral air service which is to be submitted to the two governments to 
approve of shortly. The minister of state for power, transport and communica- 
tion, Mr Francis Tembe, said the agreement follows talks between officials of 
the two governments in Lusaka this week. The agreement, once approved, would 
formalize the air services links between the two countries which have been on 
an informal basis. [Text] [MB281926 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 1800 
GMT 28 Apr 83] 


CSO: 3400/1321 
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ZIMBABWE 


CLANDESTINE RADIO COMMENTS ON REPORTED WHITE EMIGRATION 
MB260710 (Clandestine) Radio Truth in English to Zimbabwe 1700 GMT 23 Apr 83 
[Unattributed commentary in English, identified as "news"] 


[Text According to reports emanating from Harare, the number of whites who 
are attempting to emigrate from Zimbabwe (?is back to the 1980 level). 
Eyewitnesses say the various foreign embassies and missions in Zimbabwe are 
crowded out with people seeking to emigrate to other countries. The constant 
{words indistinct], the deteriorating security situation and loss of hope 
for a decent future in Zimbabwe have all played their part in the soaring 


emigration figures. 


The election of Mr Mark Rosenfels to the Senate has been greeted by the 
oppressed people of Zimbabwe as a victory for democracy. The people under- 
stand that there are people trying their best for the country and not for 
ZANU-PF, and we hope Mr Rosenfels will join them. Now that Zimbabwe (?has 
little overt) opposition to the party ZANU-PF other than the Republican 
Front [RF] and Reverend Sithole, we hope that at least one independent, 
Senator Rosenfels, will not be browbeaten by Mugabe and his regime. At the 
same time, we wish (Wally Stuttaford) all the very best of life in his 
enforced retirement, and such in his recovery from the ill treatment he 
received at the hands of the regime's agents. 


Reports appearing in overseas newspapers say that the Harare regime has now 
cut all visible opposition in Zimbabwe, and the bond of the regime is now 
secured. Through the medium of this news bulletin we would like to inform 
the world that this statement is untrue. Far from having consolidated 
ZANU-PF as a leader of Zimbabwe for all time, the reverse is occurring. By 
its actions in Matebeleland, by its constant murder of whites and blacks 
alike, ZANU-PF has handed a legacy of hatred to our young nation. Now 
none will rest until ZANU-PF is (?wiped) from the earth. 


The [word indistinct] opposition to Mugabe and his regime is growing daily. 
The murders of five farmers in Matebeleland is one proof of this opposition. 
Mugabe is afraid of the Zimbabwe People's Revolutionary Army [ZIPRA], and 
knowing the close relationship between white farmers and the Matebele, he 

is now trying to drive the wedge between the two. This wedge is being driven 
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by agents of the regime posing as Matabele who murder white farmers and then 
lay the blame at ZIPRA's door. But it is not working as Mugabe hoped. We 
know what is happening and so do other respected people who are prepared 

to speak out. The regime is afraid, and its actions speak of its fear. 
Mugabe knows his days are numbered and that his reign of terror is facing 
this growing opposition. No matter how he tries to strangle the side of 
true freedom, he will never succeed. 


We all know that telephones are tapped and mail opened in Zimbabwe. What 
many of you might not know is that there are hundreds of the regime's 

agents of all colors trying to catch you through your [word indistinct]. No 
[word indistinct], no restaurant, no shop is safe. Be careful of the people 
in whom you confide, as any one of them could be an agent of the Central 
Intelligence Organization or the [words indistinct]. Be careful of crowded 
places, because one of these people could be listening to you. Do not voice 
your opposition to the regime in public, and be very sure of the people with 
whom you speak. Remember, there are now more than 5,000 political prisoners 
in Zimbabwe. Do not become one of them. 


CSO: 34C0/1333 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


TWO PARTY WORKERS KILLED-~The national organizing secretary of ZANU-PF, who 
is also the minister of mines, Comrade Nyamgumbo, says the killing of two 
ZANU-PF party officials in Chombe recently is part of a campaign by ZAPU- 
sponsored dissidents to seize power and set up a dictatorship in this 
country. In a statement released last night, Comrdde Nyamgumbo described 
the murder by dissidents of Comrade Moyo, chairman of the youth league in 
(Mashamba-Jowe) District as a dastardly act. Comrade Nyamgumbo appealed to 
Zimbabweans to join ranks in order to defeat banditry. [Text] [MB280908 
Harare Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 28 Apr 83] 


CSO: 3400/1333 END 
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